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Inmy opinion, a race must first ¢
Ereat respect for motheghood throqgh the
Sanctification and wviolability of

AlTiage
before I can attain to the ideal of perf;\‘t
chastity The Roman Catholics and the
Hindus helding marriage sac and
inviolate, have produced great chaste men and
women o nmen

£ imm nse power. To the Arab
Marriage is a contract or a forceful POssession,
to be dissolved at will, and we do not find
there the development of the idea of the virgin
or the Brahmacharin. Modern Buddhijsp,.
having

fallen among races who had

not yet
come up to the evolution of marria

ge—has
made a travesty of monasticism. . . As you
have come to see that the glory of life is

chastity, so my eyes also have been opened to
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DA Womin ann Western Women 23
the neges

b, SSity of this bleat sanctification for the
= AUQrity, in order that a few lifelong
\_h.\sty POwerg May be produced .

Wve never seen Wome
culmm\‘d Qted as th
r\:xmr;m_)\ Well-odumted
country, by

0 elsewhere as
€y are here (in
men there are

in our
t vou will scarcely finy anvwhere
“ls‘.mm)_like those here, :
‘the sod

s indeed true that
N8 H

rself lives in the l\uusgs of
\irtuous nen as Laks 1. 1 have seen
thousands of wo

men here whose hearts_ggg as
Lre and stainjess 48 Snow. Oh, how free they
are! It jg they who control_social and civie

duties. Schools and colleges are full of women,
and in oyr co

untry women cannot be safely
allo walk in the streets! Their kindngss to
me is immggs urable.

Since 1 came here 1 have
been welcomed by them to their houses. They
are providing me with

food, arranging for my
1%&%
thing for m comfort and convenience. 1 shall

never be able to repay in the least the deep debt
to ‘

of gratitude I o g ; B

Do you know who is the real ‘S -
Worshipper'? It is he who knows that God is
the Qmunipresent Force in the universe, and
Sees in women the manifestation of that Egrfe.
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W pure and chaste ar® thev hert

Frw  wormes - pnied betore twenty

wentv-frve. and the v are as free as the bird.« in

narket, schox -I,'_..g__nd ('(\’“(a):(‘
and do all kinds of ‘V(;;I—.*Thpsc'
who ’x \"‘ - 10-J« \fr"; nt?ﬂiﬁhselves o
doing good to the poor. And what are we
doing” We are very regular in marrying our
. b, ¢ st they shoulc
become cor 5"1 nd v;;@di What does our
Manu enjoin? 'I_}_.g_%t’rb‘m&_f]_gyld_bﬁ_&ipp\_mtﬂi

and educated with as much care and attention
as the sons.’ As sons should be married after
observing Brahmacharya up to the thirtieth
year, so da umm ust observe Brahma-
charya and be educated by thﬁir parents. But
what are we actually doing? Can you better
he condition of your women? Then there will

€ hope for yo I-being. Otherwise you
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Every American wopmn. - 2
[ \‘ ot bv th

education than can be S not we
majority of Hindu women. Why cannc '

have the same vd;u V.s'tmfr*\“‘v"e' must.”
‘I should very much like our women to

have your ix_i_tgﬂcdudh!y, but not if it must be at
the cost of purity. | admire you for all that you
know, butTdislike the way that you cover wl?at
isbad with roses and call it good. Intellectuality @
iS not the highest good. Morality é'md
Spirituality are the things for which we strive.

I women are not so learned, but they are
ore pure. To all women every man save her
husband should be as her son. :

s
To all men every women savé Kis &n

Wife should be as his mother. Whn 1 look
about me and see what you call gallantry, my
Soulis filled with disgust. Not until youlearnto
1gnore the question of sex and to meet on a
ground of common humanity will your
women really develop. Until then they are
Playthings, nothing more. All this is the cause
of divorce. Your menBow low and offera chair,
but in another breath they offer compliments.
They say, “Oh, madam, how beautiful are your
eyes |” What right have they to do this? How
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Many men here look upon their women in th:;
light. Manu, again, has said that gods blel
those families where women ag@__f_@Epy an®
well-treated. Here men_treat their women &
w;ﬂgrtﬂi be desired, and hence they are 5‘?
prosperous, so learned,.so free, and so el}er
getic. But why is that we are slavish
rgﬁfggrabie, and déag? The answer is obvious. '
And how pure and chaste are they here
Few women are married before twenty Qf
twenty-five, and they are as free as ih‘egrds in
the air. They go to market, school, and céllege,
earn money, and do all kinds of work. Those
who are well-to-do devote themselves to
doing good to the poor. And what are we
doing? We are very regular in marrying our
girls at eleven years of age lest they should
become corrupt and immoral. What does our
Manu enjoin? ‘Daughters should be supported
and educated with as much care and attention
as the sons.” As sons should be marrie after
observing Brahmacharya up to the thirtieth

year, so daughters also’must observe Brahma-

charya and be educated by their parents. But
vhat are we actually doing? %an\y'ou better

he condition of your women? Then there will
> hope for yori I-being. Otherwise you

are NOW.
3 : rd as you
will remain aSQa_C,KY\@*——rgan has far better

Every American wo . sl
e@g than can be concervhec.:l sznc})’t -
majority of Hindu women. Why
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have the same education? We must. iRas

‘I should very much like o w .

: : fitmustbea

have your intel lity, but not1 . b
the cost of purity. I admire you for a Yh .
know, butI dislike the way that you coverwha
is bad’with roses and callitgood. Intell(.ectuahty
is not the highest good. Mora_hty z.md
spirituality are the things for which we strive.
Qur women are not so learned, but they are
more pure. To all women every man save her
husband should be as her son. )M

“To all men every women save his cwn
wife should be as his mother. When | look
about me and see what you call gallantry, my
soulis filled with disgust. Not until you learn to
ignore the question of sex and to meet on a
ground of common humanity will your
women really develop. Until then they are

playthings, nothing more. All this is the cause

of divorce. Your menBow low and offer a chair
but in another breath they offer compliment:

They say, “Oh, madam, how beautiful are you
eyes

”
!

What right have they to do this? Ho
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dare a man venture so far, and how San ol
women permit it? Such things develop the Jess
noble side of humanity. They do not tend 10
noblerideals. . Ut

‘We should ngt think that we are mep, 4nd
women, but ()nl}l'lth(fxt we are hum ines,
born to cherish and -to help one another, No
sooner are a young man and a young woman
left alone tharihe pays comglimeru;s_&her,
and perhaps before he takes a wife, he has
courted two hundred women. Bah! If 1
belonged to the marrying set I could find 2
woman to love withput all that !

‘When I was in India and saw these things
from the outside, I was told it is all right, it is
mere pleasantry, andal believed it. But I have
travelled since then, and I'’know it is not right
It is wrong, only you of the West shut your
eyes and call it good. The trouble with the

-~ hations (3%2{98 West is that they are young,
C

foolish, fickle, and wealthy. What mischief can
come of one of these qualities, but when all
three, all four, are combined, beware!”7

Now the ideal woman, in India, is the
mother, the mother first, and the mother last.
The word woman calls up to the mind of the
Hindu, motherhood; and God is «called

ey,
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Mother. As children, every day, when we are
boys, we have to go early in the mormning with
a little Cup of water and place it before the
mother, and mother dips her toe into it and we
drink.

In the West, the woman is wife. The ides
of womanhood is concentrated there—as the
wife. To the ordinary man in India, the whole
force of womanhood is concentrated in
motherhood. In the Western home, the wi
rules. In an Indian home, the mother rules. If
mother comes into a Western home, she has to
be subordinate to the wife; to the wife belongs
the home. A mother always lives in our
homes: the wife must be subordinate to her.
See all the difference of ideas.

Now, I onlv suggest comparisons: 1
would state facts so that we may compare the
two sides. Make this comparison. If you ask,

What is an Indian woman as wife?” the Indian

asks, %ﬂa_wm’&g
mother? What is she, the all-glorious, w

‘gave me this body? What is she who kept me
inhetbodyforninemonths?Where’issthe
who would give me Mentytimlmhfe_nfl
hadmed?Whereisslmwhoselovemverdnis,
however wicked, however vile ] am? Where is
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she, In compar
divorce court the
dadily? Oh, Americ an women, where is she?’ |
Wikl not find her in vour country. I have not

who thinks mother is firsi.
When we die, even then, we doir:l—ort want our
wives and our children to take her place. Qur
mother! —we want to die with our head on
her lap once more, if we die before her. Where
is she? Is woman a name to be ~oupled with

the physical body only? Ay! The Hindu mind

fears all those ideals
must cling unto the flesh. No, no! Woman!
Thou shalt not be coupled with anything
connected with flesh. Thy name has been
called holy once and for ever, for what name is

here whih

2 3
X 1 Y )
NG TNe SON

ere which no lust can ever approach, no
carnality ever come near, than the one word

mather? That is the ideal in India.8
There she is—the Hindu mother. The

n with her who goes to the

moment I treat her a little
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disgusted if my wife, supposing 1 had married,
dared to displease rmy mother. 1 would be
dib;gt_xgigq_._wv}_\'y? Don’t I worship my mother?
Why should not her daughter-in-law? Whom 1
worship, why not she? Who is she, then, that
would try to ride over my head and governmy
mother? She has to wait till her womanhood is
f@gd; and the one thing that fulfils woman-
hood, that is womanliness in _woman, is
motherhood. Wait till she becomes a mother;
then she will have the same right. That, accord-
Ing to the Hindu mind, is the great mission of
Wwoman—to become a mother. But oh, how
different ! Oh, how different ! My father and

mother fasted and prayed for years and years,
so that I would be barn. They pray for every
i

R S A T e e
\_ik‘i;d oefore ne 1S DOIn.

. Says our great law-
giver, Manu, giving the definition of an Aryan:
He is the Aryan, who is born through prayer.’

Every child not born through prayer is
son’s wife comes in as her daughter; just as the illegitimate, according to the great law-giver.
mother’s own daughter married and went out, The child must be prayed for. Those children

so her son married and brought in another that come with Qurses, that slip into the world
daughter; and she has to fall in line under the just in a moment of inadvertence, because that
government of the queen of queens, of my could notbe prevented—what canwe expecto
mother. Even I, who never married, belonging such progeny? Mothers of America, think ¢
to an Order that never marries, would be

that ! Think, in the heart of your hearts, are yC
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to be women? Notany question of p.
. Face

- e > r i 2 £l
COouInu 3 UL Ll e

| You are what you are born. Born unhealthful,
Ise sentiment of nas: .

- - s atlo -

nal

how many drug stores, swallowed wholesale,

PI Z*f"‘ Whodaresto 1.\.‘ e ‘i““d in this Il\%‘i,k will keep you well all through your life? How

of ours, In tif}* world ol j_\_},‘g‘igggl_ _r}liserie';- many people of gaod, healthy lives were born
What are we before this infinite force %‘J : of weWMOd'
But I ask you the question ':onight: ’[mu :’11 poisoned parents? How many? None—mnone.
pray for the children to come? Are you tha:{l« We come withra tremendous impetus for good
ful tobe 57-3_:_5__’591'5ASY not? Do vou think that b or EVﬂ—WdS. Education

are sanctified by mothe rhood or not? Ask i}t or other thingsare abagatelle.

Thus say our books: direct the pre-natal
influence. Why should mother be worshipped?
Because she made herself pure.She underwent
harsh penances sometimes o keep herself as
pure as purity can be. For, mind you, no
woman in India thinks of giving up her body to

of your mmkion 't your marriage i 2
lie, your \\'%Mfalse, your eduCaﬁon i
superstition, and your children, if they come

without prayer, will provea curse to hum&nity.
See the differentideals now coming Before

us. From motherhood comes tremendous

rewibﬂif}'- There is the basis, start from any man;itisher own. The English, as areform,
that. Well, why is mother to be worshipped so have introduced at present what they call
much? Because our DOOKS teach that it is the /) ‘Restitution of conjugal rights’; but no Indian
pre-natal influence that gives the impetus to Womﬁiﬁag of it. When a man comes
the child for good or evil. Go to a hundred in physical contact with his wife, the
thousand colleges, read a Hﬂllion\b\g_'oks, circumstances she controls, through what
associate with all the learned men of the prayers and throtigh what vows! For that
world—better off you are when born with the which brings forth the_child is the holiest
right stamp. You are born for good or evil. The symbol of God himself. It is the greatest prayer
child is a born god or a born demon: that is between man and wife, the prayer that is going,
what the books say. Education and all these to bring imw&;wgm
things come afterwards—are a mere bagatelle. with a tremendous power for good or for evil

—
-
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iSitajoke? Isita simple nervous satisfac @“‘ﬂ.:sl'
it @ brute enjovment of the body? Says
Hindu: no, a thousand times no! in
But then, tollowing that, there vnm“:%‘t
wther idea. The idea we started with \\\‘*K‘-lt
the

b
her

tdeal is the love for the mother at
The worship V')
e

all-suffering, all- forbearing.

is accorded to the mother has its fountainh®’
there. She was a s‘unt&tg Bfing me Into tre,
world; she kept her body E[iréfher mind p'“ur
her food pure, her L:lz{th_gip_ure, her imagllrﬂ’
tion pz;;;.ﬂﬂjr vears, because I would be b? '
Because she did that, she deswli
And what next follows? Linked with moth®
hood is wifeheeod. o
~You Western people are individualist®
want this thing because I like it; I I
elbow everyone. Why? Because 1 like to dO"S
want my own satisfaction, so I marry
woman. 'W'hy? Because I like her. This woma®
marries me. Why? Because she likes me. The™
itends. She and I are the only two persons inthe
whole, infinite world, and I marry her and she
marries me; nobody else isinjured, nobodyelse

responsible. Your Johns and your Janes may §°
into the forest and there they may live thelr

lives; but when they have to live in society,

™y
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their marriage means a trem mount of

8OQdor evil to us. Their children may be
veritable demon_S_,\ burning, murdering,

robbing, stealing, drinking, hideous, vile?
The Hindus, to kee

pupa high standard
of chastity in the race, have sanctioned child-
marriage, which in the 1@
the race. At the same time, I cannot deny that
this child-marriage makes the race more

chaste. What would youhave? If you want the
nation to be more chaste, you weaken men and
women p

hysically by child-marriage. On the
other hand, are you in England any better off?
No, because chastity is the life of a nation. Do
you not find in history. that the first death-sign
of a nation has been unchastity? When that has
entered, the end of the race is in sight. Where
shall we get a solution of these miseries then? f

parents select husbands and wives for their
children, then this evil is mini

ized. The
daughters of India are mor%cal than
sentimental. But very little of poetry remains in
their lives. Again, if people select their own
husbands and wives, that does not seem to
bring much happiness. The Indian woman is

generally very happy; there are not many cases
of quarrelling between husband and wife. On

3
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the other hand, in the United States, Whepe (h¢
greatest _ liberty obtains, the numbpg,. of
unhappy homes and marriages is large. 10
Without the grace .of_Sh;kti lujthing is t0
be accomplished. What do I find in Amg,jca
and Europe?—the worship of Shakg, he
warship of Power. Yet they worship’ Tgnor
antly through sense-gratification. _Imagine,
then, what a lot of good they will ?‘Chleve who
will worship Her with all vur.ifY: s Sattvi}iaJ
spirit, looking upon Her as their mother!

I now see it all. Brother, Yatra Naryqsti
pujyante ramante tatra devatah—'The godg are
pleased where the women are held in
esteem’—says the old Manu. We are horriple
sinners, and our degradation is due to our
calling women “despicable worms’, “gateways
c1ous! ere

to hell’, and so forth. Goodness g
is all the difference between heaven and hel} !
Yathatathyato arthan vyadadhat—'He adjudges
gifts according to the merits of the case.’ Is the
Lord to be hoodwinked by idle talk? The Lord

has said, Tvam stri, Tvam puman asi, Tvam
Kumara uta va kumari — Thou art the woman,
T'hou art the man, Thou art the boy and the girl
s well.” (Svetasvatara Upanisad.) And we on our
art are crying, ‘Duram apasara, re candala—'be

INDIAN WomEN anD WESTERN

off, thou outcaste!’ ‘Kena esa nirmita nari ?
etc.—'Who has made the bewitching

woman?’'? R

— Still on this sacred ggil of India, this land of
Sita and Savitri, among women may be found

such character, such Sp'\g'.t__g_f\sel‘r‘ll?_eap such
affection, compassion, contentment ana rever-
enge, as I could not find anywhere else in the
world ! In the West, the women did not very
often seem to me to be women at all, they
appeared to be quite the replicas of ment
Driving vehicles, drudging in offices, attend-
ing schools, doing professional duties! InIndia
alorie the sight of feminine modesty and
reserve soothes the eye! With such materials of
great promise, you could not, alas, work out
their uplift ! You did not try o infuse the \\E ht
of knowledge into them! For if they get the
right sort of education, they may well turn out

13
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e

tobe the idéal women in the world.
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