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54 Our WOMEN

Swamiji: ~ With such an education
women will solve their own problems. They
have all the time been trained in helplessness,

good only to weep their eyes out at the?}?,l/[/lrx
slightest approach of a mishap or danger. _
%‘”ﬁj the present needs of the ag

Along with other things they should acquire
the spirit of valour and heroism. In the
present day it has become necessary for them

also to learn self-defense. See how grand was, el
the Queen of Jhapsi! 5 a chert- U™ gy ,Ls;sw&
- at you advise is quite ast i)

that they should be taug

Questioner:
new departufe, and it will, I am afraid, take a
very long time yet to train our-womer in that

way.
Swamiji: ~ Anyhow, we have to try our
to teach them but fo

best. We have not only .
begetting children

teach ourselves also. Mere
father, a great many resporn-

does not make a fa ’
aken upon ones

sibilities have to be 't ri oF
shoulders as well. To make a beginning in
rHindu women easily

women’s education: Ou b
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whether married, or single, if they prefer to
remain so, they will not be in the least afraid
even to give up their lives rather than flinchan -

inch from their chastity. Isitlittle heroism to be

Sf‘@’\’gfvile dependence on others, and so they are 0 ¥
#-" % able to sacrifice one’s life for the sake of one’s

» ideal, whatever that ideal may be? Stud
e, it seems impeta- i~

(\\i‘:\e to train some of them up in the ideals of
renunciation, so that they will take up the vow
of lifelong virginity, fired with the strength of
that virtue of chastity, which is innate in their
life-blood from hoar\y\ar}l\zqui P"Along with L
sciences and other , 4,

5

things which would he of benefit, not only to
them but to others as well, and knom'ng?this
they would easily learn these things and e\el\)du
pleasureindoing so. Our motherland requires Lot
for her well-being some of her children (o —~

become such pure-souled Brahmacharins and

Brahmacharinis.
(o Questioner: In  what  way will that
£~ conduce to her well-being?

G
By their example and

il Swamifi
through their endeavours to hold the

undem_:ivha@_asﬁ#means, because itis T ¢pe
1L, intensify that ~ %
national ideal before the ,eyes of the people, a

their heritage. Now, first of a
bove everythin

* jdeal within them a
that they may develop a strong charagter by
tage of theif lives,

the force of which, ineverys
i

revolution in thoughts and aspirations will
take place. How do matters stand now?
l—_"P }

e
e g
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Some ' f a girl
the parents must dispose O

v g ine or ten years of age'

. iage, if she be n Of 4
o gl f the whole famiy if a

o
And 'f’hat—a—w”’l;f;ge of thirteen! If

child is born to her at t
h ideas is reversed, then there
the trend of such ideas 1S T€VEr>=- B

is some hope for the an 1 ;
to return. And what to talk of those who will

practise Brahmacharya as defined ‘above———
think how much Sraddha and faith in them-
selves will be theirs! And what a power for

good will they be!? |
[This conversation ended here. On cther

occasions Swamiji said:] .
... It may be argued that early marriage

leads to premature child-bearing, which
their progeny a.sc, being O low vitality, g
swell the ranks of our countrv’siagggars. For,
if the physique of the parents be not strong
and healthy, how can strong and healthy
c@e born at all? Married a little later
and bred in culture, our mothers will give
birth to children who would be able to
achieve real good of the country. The reason
why you have so many widows in every
home lies here, in this custom of early
marriage. If the number of ea’rl—ymﬁzrges

—

’_—-_——-_/_’. i -
for most of our women dying early; ,
accounts k - ___.llﬁ 1/8_’TL"/)7‘9"JT
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declines, that of widow i
der the sun you fin

uit.

"~ But every b e Y bad. In

ding O -
2 Sar?riziensociety in evﬁw%ﬁm

I . - . e
Kls)e,l(f)gut of its own jnitiative. Slo v;bom L
trouble our heads rem;ltu;;?yymarriage o
ition of €a ¥

reforms as the aboliti e i g
cation to all

remarriage of widow r
e »

lies in imparting true €
e ty. As an ou

men and W en in socie +
ion, they will of themselves be a .e
N g hem and what 1s

to know what is good for t
bad, and will spontaneously eschew the latter.
It will not be then necessary to pull 2d]own or set

up anything in society by coercion. o

On one side, new India i¢ saying, "YVvt
should have full freedom in the selection oi
husband and wife; because, the marriage in
which are involved the happiness and misery

of all cur future Jife, we must have the right to
determine accordi own free will”. On
the other, old India is dictating, ‘Marriage is
not for sense-enjoyment, but to perpetuéc%ﬁ?e‘}
race. Thisis the Indian conception ofmarﬁafge. '
By the producing of children, you are contrib-
uting to, and responsible for, the future good
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OuUrR WOMEN
(\.r ;\\'ll ot th(\ .\‘(\L‘i(‘()'. Hence so ‘i(‘(\' has the have a S(’(‘Ond hllednd, who hdS had one; if it
right to dictate w . : - _ A ‘ \ p
}l’ ' Lt‘m “h"“,‘ you shafl marry and did, one maid would have to go without
W ](ﬂ}l_}' (‘.El.,hllﬂlll not. Ih(“ fnrl Uf lndrl'i«lg(‘ husb_md‘ On the Other hand Wldow-marriage
obtains in society which is conducive most to obtains in communities having a greater
its wpll-humg; do you give up your desire of number of men than women, as in their case

§\ il‘}di\'idﬂl‘}dl pleasure for the good ot the the objection stated above does not exist. It is
3 many’.” becoming more and more difficultin the West, ’;
1{ For example, take the prohibition of ¢ too,forunmarried girlsto gethusbands. ‘
widow-marriage in our country. Don’t think g, 4“ But let me tell you now that the ideas

behind our marriage system are the oply ideas

W &__that the Rishis or wicked men introduced the=
through which there can be a real civilization.

law\ﬁcrmining to it. Notwithstanding the

desire of men to keep “women completely
under their control, they never could succeed
in introducing those laws without betaking
themselves to the aid of social necessity of the
time. Of this custom two points should be
specially observed:

(a) Widow-marriage takes place among

the lower classes.
(b) Among the higher classes the number

There cannot be Q_Qyilligg_g_lse.b—]f a man or a
woman were allowed the freedom to take up
any woman or man as wife or husband, if
individual pleasure, if satisfaction of animal
instincts, were to be allowed to run loose in
dociety, the result must be evil, evil children
wu‘kgg and demoniacal. :\y-, man in evers
country is, on the one hand, producing these
brutal children, and on the other hand, multi-

of women is greater than that of men. y\ Plying thflgy_gr\force to keep A brutgs
¢ » dqown, The question is not how to desfroy evil

Now, if it be the rule to marry every girl, it W v¥  that way, but how to prevent the very biriﬁ of

R A AN'Y - e g

is difficult enough to get one husband apiece;” [ evil, and so long as you live in society your

then how to get, by and by, two or three for
each? Therefore has society put one party
under disadvantage, i.e., it does not let her

marriage certainly affects every member of it;
and therefore society has the right to dictate

whom you shall marry, and whom you shall
’___‘_______—4




60 Our WOMEN

not. And great ideas of this kind have been
behind the Wgﬁ here, what t_hey
call the astrological Jati of the bride and bride-
groom. And in passing 1 may remark, '(hE'lt
a&:_g;ding to Manu a child whoisbornof lustis
not an Aryan. The child whose very concep-
tion and whose death is according to the rules
of the Vedas, such is an Aryan. Yes, and less of
these Aryan children are being produced in
every country, and the resultis the mass of evil
which we call Kali Yuga. But we have lost all
these ideals; it is true we cannot carry all these
ideas to the fullest length now, it is perfectly
true we have made almost a caricature of some

of these great ideas. It is lamentably true that
the fathers and mothers are not what they

were In oid times, neither is society so
educated as it used to be, neither has society

[
A
that love for individuals that it used to have.w

But however faulty the working out may be,
the principle is sound; and if its application
hasbecome defective, if one method has failed,

‘take up the principle and work it out better;

why kill the principle? . . . Th?grinciple 1S
eternal and must be there. Work it out afresh,
and make a reformed appligagen,24
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