
THOUGHTS ON MARRIAGE 
53 

will take up the role of leaders themselves. The rulers passed the Age of Consent Bill prohib- iting aman, under the threat of penalty, to live with a girlof twelve vears, and at once all these so-called leaders of your religion raised a tre mendous hue and cry against it, sounding the alarm, 'Aas.our religion is lost As if religion consists in making a girl a mother at the age of tswelve.or thirteen! So the rulers also naturally think, 'Goodness gracious! What a religion is theirs! And these people lead political agitations and demand political rights!"Questioner. Then, in your opinion, both men and women should be married at an 
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Questioner. May 1 ask you, Sir, what is your opinion about early marriage? Swamiji: Amongst the educated class�s ( agitations and demand political rights! 
in Bengal, the custom of marrying their boys 

Questioner. Then, in your opinion, both 

too eary is dying out gradually. The girls are c men and women should be married at an 

also given in marriage a year or two older than before, but that has been únder compulsion-trom pecuniary want. Whatever might be the reason tor it, the age of marTying giris should be raised still higher. But what will the poor father do? As soon as the girl grows up a little, every one of the female sex, beginning with the mother down to the relatives and neighbours even, will begin to cry out that he must tind a bridegroom for her, and will not leave him in peace until he does so! And about your religious hypòcrites, the less said the better. In these days no one hears them, but still they 

political ConCeer 

advanced age? 
Swamij: CertajrBý. But educátiono should be imparted along with it, otherwissC irregularity and corruption will ensue. B education I do not mean the present system, but something in the line of positive teaching Mere book-learning won't do. We want'that education by which character is formed, strength of mind is increased, the intellect is expanded, and by which one can stand on one's own feet. 
Questioner. We have to reform our women in many ways. 
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Swamiji: With such an education 
women will solve their own problems. They 
have all the time been trained in helplessness, 

servile dependence on others, and so they are 

whether married, or single, if they prefer to 

remain so, they will not be in the least afraid 

even to give up their lives rather than flinch an 

inch from their chastity. Is it little heroism to be 

good only to weep their eyes out at the 
slightest approach of a mishap or danger. 

theL er 
able to sacrifice one's life for the sake of one's 

ideal, whatever that ideal may be? Studying 

the present needs of the age, it seems impefá- np 

tive to train some of them up in the ideals of 

renunciation, so that they will take up the vow 

of lifelong virginity, fired with the strength of 

that virtue of chastity, which is innate in their 

life-blood from hoary antiquity Along with 

that they should be taught.sciences and other 

things which would be of benefit, not only to 

them but to others as well, and knowing this 

they would easily learn these things and feelo 
pleasure in doing so. Our motherland requiresm 
for her well-being some of her children to 

become such pure-souled Brahmacharins and 

Brahmacharinis. 
tMA Questioner: In what way will that 

conduce to her well-being? 
Swamiji: By their example and 

through their endeavours to hold the 

national ideal before theleyes of the people, a 

revolution in thoughts and aspirations will 

take place. How do matters stand now 

Snet Cmab 
Along with other things they should acquire 
the spirit of valour and heroism. In the 

present day it has become necessary for them 

also to learn self-defense. See how grand was a 

the Queen of Jhansi! a Chent him 
t s 

Questioner: What you advise is quite a So 

new departufe, and it will, Iam afraid, take a 

very long time yet to train our women in that 

Way. 
Swamiji: Anyhow, we have to try our 

best. We have not only to teach them but to 

teach ourselves also. Mere begetting children 

does not make a father, a great many respon- 

sibilities have to be taken upon one's 

shoulders as well. To make a beginning in 

women's edycation: Our Hindu women easily Conduce to her well-being? 

understand whatchastity.means, because it is Cai 

theit heritage. Now, first of all, intensify that 

ideal within them above everything else, so 

that they may develop a strong charadter by 

the force of which, in every stage of theit lives, 

lend 

V 
mal kutoms 
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declines, 
that of widows 

is bound to follow 

suit. 
But everywhere 

under the sun you 
find 

the same 
blending of the good and the bad. In 

my opinion, society in every country shapess 

itself out of its own initiative. So we need not 

trouble our heads prematurely 
about such 

reforms as the abolition of early marriage, the 

remarriage of widows and so on. Our part of 

the duty lies in imparting true education to all 

men and women in society. As an outcome of 

that education, they will of themselves be able 

to know what is good for them and what is 

bad, and will spontaneously eschew the latter. 

It will not be then necessary to pull down or set 

upanything in society by coercion." 

On one side, new india is sayirng, 
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Somehow, the parents must dispose of a girl1 

in marriage, if she be nine or ten years of age! 

And what a rejoicing of the whole famiiy if a 

child is born to her at the age of thirteen! If 

the trend of such ideas is reversed, then there 

is some hope for the ancient Sraddh� (faith) 

to return. And what to talk of those who will 

practise Brahmacharya as defirned above 

think how much Sraddh� and faith in them-

selves will be theirs! And what a power for 

good will they be!20 

This conversa tion ended here. On other 

occasions Swamiji said:] 
. It may be argued that early marriage 

leads to premature child-bearing, which 

accounts for most of our women dyng early 

their progeny also, being of low vitalfty, go to 

swell the ranks of our country's beggars! For, 
if the physique of the parents be not strong 

and healthy, how can strong and healthy 

children be born at all? Married a little later 

and bred in culture, our mothers will give 

birth to children who would be able to 
achieve real good of the country. The reason 
why you have so many widows in every 
home lies here, in this custom of early 
marriage. If the number of early marriages 

21 

W 
ave should have full freedom in the selection obf 

husband and wife; because, the marriage in 

which are involved the happiness and misery 
of all cur future ife, we must have the right to 

determine according to.our own free will. On 
the other, old India is dictating, 'Marriage is 
not for sense-enjoyment, but to perpetuate the 
race. This is the Indian conception of marriage. 
By the producing of children, you are contrib- 

uting to, and responsible for, the future good 



or evil of the society. Hence sotiety 

hafpy 

has the 

doads 
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have a second husband, who has had one; if it 

did, one maid would have to go without a 

husband. On the other hand widow-marriage 
obtains in communitjes having a greater 

number of men than women, as in their case 

the objection stated above does not exist. Itis 

ecoming more and more difficultin the West, 
too, for unmarried girls to gethusbands." 

But let me tell you now that the ideas 
behind our marriagesystem are the only ideas 

through which there can be a real civilization 
There cannot be anything else. If a man or a 

woman were allowed the freedom to take up 

any woman or man as wife or husband, if 

individual pleasure, if satisfaction of animal 

instincts, were to be allowed to run loose in 

Spciety, the re_ult must be evil, evil children 

wIcked and demoniacal. Ay, man in every 

country is, on the one hand, producing these 

brutal children, and on the other hand, multi- 

plying the police force to keep these brutes 

down, The question is not how to desfroy evil 
that way, but how to prevent the very birth of 
evil, and so long as you live in society your 

marriage certainly affects every member of it; 
and therefore society has the right to dictate 
whom you shall marry, and whom you shall 

right to dictate whom you shall marry and 
whom you shall not. That form of marriage 
obtains in society which is conducive most to 
its well-being; do you give up your desire of 

individual pleasure for the good of the 
many'2 

For example, take the prohibition of 
Widow-marriage in our country. Don't think Q 

that the Rishis or wicked men introduced thea 

law pertaining to it. Notwiths tanding the 

desire of men to keep women completely 

under their control, they never could succeed 

in introduing those laws without betaking 

themselves to the aid of social necessity of the 

time. Of this custom two points should be 

specially observed: 

(a) Widow-marriage takes place among 

the lower cla[ses. 

(b) Among the higher classes the number 

of women is greater than that of men. 

Now, if it be the rule to marry every girl, it 
is difficult enough to get one husband apiece 
then how to get, by and by, two or three for 

each? Therefore has society put one party 
under disadvantage, i.e., it does not let her 

6o a b 
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not. And great ideas of this kind have been 

behind the systemof marriage here, what they 
call the astrological J�ti of the bride and bride- 

groom. And in passing I may remark, that 

according to Manua child who is born of lust is 

not an Aryan. The child whose very concep- 

tion and whose death is according to the rules 

of the Vedas, such is an Aryan. Yes, and less of 
these Aryan children are being produced in 

every country, and the result is the mass of evil 
which we call Kali Yuga. But we have lost all 

these ideals; it is true we cannot carry all these 
ideas to the fullest length now, it is pertectly 
true we have made almost a caricature of some 
of these great ideas. It is lamentably true that w 
the fathers and mothers are not what they 
were in old times, neither is society so 

educated as it used to be, neither has society2, luD 
that love for individuals that it used to have. a 
But however faulty the working out may be, so u 
the principle is sound; and if its application 
has become defective, if one method has failed, 
take up the principle and work it out better; 
why kill the principle?.. . The principle is 
eternal and mast be there. Work it out afresh, 
and make a reformed applicatien." 24 
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