That Long Silence: Summary
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together trying to pull in the same direction so as to avoid causing
“pain” to each other, and most of the effort made being made by Jaya
in keeping the marriage going.

Jaya, meaning victory, comes from an educated, enlightened
middle-class family from Ambegaon. She is convent-educated,
English-speaking and cultured, a girl who has been encouraged by
her father to develop and behave as an individual from her early
childhood as against those girls who have been brought up in a
traditional, orthodox manner by their parents and nurtured on the
maxim that their “destiny” is marriage. The concept of the husband
being “a sheltering tree” has been ingrained in them and they have
been taught to do everything in their power to make a success of
marriage in the oppressive and male-dominated patriarchal society.

Mohan, on the other hand, has been brought up in a poor,
deprived household ruled by his dominating and demanding father.
His mother and sister have all alone suffered silently in E&
patriarchal set-up of Indian society. He wants to rise above his
background and roois and marry a convent—edu_;,___---w English-
speakmg and cultured woman when he rises above
in life through education and tireless efforts. So wh

a Junior Engineer in the Lohanagar steel plant, he "f'i
getting married to Jaya as she conforms to his idez
family considers it a good match and everyone tr
offer what they consider meaningful advice to Jaya
husband happy at all costs.
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