About the Author

Mulk RajAnand is a ni
| d ploneer in the field
| ‘ of Indo- | |
All his novels and short stories Dear him out as a ciaEmn?;i:: f;{;t;:'n
e

unqerdog e h'S_ Writings reveal his deep understanding of
socioeconomic problems. Of a|| the Indian novelists in English Angand

iS a wr|‘ter with a strong cCommitment to €Xpose the social evils of

Anand’s firs_t five novels are ‘The Untouchable’h(1935),
Coolie’ (1936), 'Two Leaves and A Bud' (1937), ‘The Village' (1939)
and ‘Across the Black Waters’(1940). The nineteenthirties were the
seed time of modern independent India. The Gandhian Satyagraha
movement, the Organization of Marxist parties, the agonies of World
War Il in 1939, with the-rise of Nazism, all had a definite impact on

Mulk Raj Anand’s mind.
Like many Indo-Anglian writers, this political action took the
form of writing novels. With a social conscience, Anand wrote for the

people and of the people because he is a humanist. One such novel IS
Two Leaves and A Bud. It was published In London in 1937. Later it

was published in India. It comprises twentylsfix_chaptersi,

ABOUT THENOVEL] .~
Aulk Raj Anand first

2 Bud is a novel by M

| sl ndis
| | . with the oppression of the poor, a sl
Published in 1937. This dea’s his daughter froma British soldier.

about a peasant who trigs to protect _ . S s
The story is based in the tea plantations of Assam. The book was

Two Leaves and
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By,
Subsequently adapted to a Hindi film, Rahi, by Dey Anangq
Slmultaneously released in English as The Wayfarer. The book g

IN detail the concept of haves and have-nots and the explcltat?m%
One atthe hand of the other, in pre-independence India, Moy

It is a novel on social exploitation, full of Violene
bitterness It describes the hazardous life of Gangu, an indentuand
labourer, in an Assam Tea Garden owned by a British man The "8

| _ ‘ the
'S bitterness, violence and exploitation. Itis about the injusticq dnme
to the poor labourers. Anand's writing is full of disgust and hate TEE
'+ 1he

angry young man in Anand is more evident than the artist. The Qift o
Mulk Raj Anand's imagination and his gentle and humane SYMpath,

for his subject adds a new dimension In sensitivity to contempOraW
literature.

This is a dramatic novel tha't ends with a “tragic Clash of
interests and destinies”. |

PLOT SUMMARY

Gangu is a middle aged peasant. He is living in Hoshiarpyr

with his wife Sajani and his daughter Leila. Because of his outstanding
debts he ends up losing his lands. So, he readily agrees to travel to
Assam to undertake a plantation job that would pay well and allow
Gangu to own his own land. However upon his arrival Gangu finds thgt
this was all a trick and that the job IS e.sse'ntially slave labour. Ther
pay is not even enough to buy food. Many of th.e merchants oﬁerloa::
with interest rates so high that repayment s impossible. Gang"uszrts
his family are forced to live their lives in squalqr and to.endure ab -
of abuse and degradation. On top of this Sajani and Leila are subj

to rape and other sexual degradation.

The general poor treatment and living conditions plr*:JvOke
concern in the plantation’s doctor, John Dg La Harvg. ets .
fhe threat of cholera looms over the plantation. ﬂe tnesd-i)iﬂpns e
the plantation’s DOSS, Croft-Cooke, into improv|ng con |Iies
workers (coolies). Whereas Croft-Cook believes that cooonSide
human and are not deserving of even the smallest human ol §
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Things take a turn for the Worse when
«cer. lakes notice of Leila and chageg her wit

hh

\angu tries 10 siop Reggie Hunt. But he s «

Reggie Hunt, a British
hthe intent to rape her

a2 = . hot and killed by Hunt
e officer is u..c-hanrged u_ﬂth Gangu's Mmurder, but a trial comprised mainly
.znolishmen finds him not guilty.
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