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UNIT-1(i)FRANCISBACON :OFSTUDIES

INTRODUCTIONABOUTAUTHOR

FrancisBaconwasbornon22nd ofJanuary,1561inLondon.BaconworkedasattorneygeneralandLordChancellorofEngland
resigningafterhewasfoundguiltyofbribery.Thisunfortunatetwistinhislifebroughthim togetherwithhistruepassionsi.e.
Humanism andnaturalphilosophy.FrancisBaconwasanEnglishmanwhowasinclinedtowardstheageofRenaissanceand
arts.Henegatedtheoldfashionedtraditionsofteachingsandbelievedinthenewnessoftheage.Hisinspirationsrevolved
aroundtheAristotelianideasofphilosophicalquest.BaconnegatedtheAristotelianism andidealizedthenewteachingsof
renaissancehumanism.Heobservedtheworldthroughthelensofempiricism.Hebelievedthatoneneedstoexperiencethe
realityofexistenceinordertocompletelyunderstandlife.ThisisknowntobeFrancisBacon’smethodofunderstanding
scienceandhumanity.FrancisBaconwasgiventhetitle “FatherofScientificmethod”.IntheliteraryworldBaconis
rememberedasanall-rounder. Hewasalawyer,statesmanandaphilosopher.FrancisBaconisrememberedasasourceof
wisdom intheliteraryworld.

Baconteachesacertainprinciplesofscienceinordertounderstandlifeandtheworldweliveinwehavetoexperiencethelife
bylivingit.Hestatedthisastheempiricalscientificmethod.Accordingtohim thisscientificmethodwillshedlightuponthe
importantcharacteristicsofthenaturethatwould“eventuallydiscloseandbringintosightallthatismosthiddenandsecretin
theuniverse.”Hewroteinprosestylethatfittedeveryprofession.Bacon’stakeondifferentaspectsoflifesuchasLove,Truth
andreligionisevidentintheliteraryworld.ThewayBaconadaptedtothesocietyaroundhim ismarvelousandaveryevident
featureofhiswritingstyle.Baconstandsoutintheliteraryworldduetohisuniqueapproachtowardsthinking.

Baconstates“truedirectionsconcerningtheinterpretationofnature,”inotherwordsheistryingtomakehisreaderunderstand
thatthemethodofacquiringtrueknowledgeisbyobservingandunderstandingthenature.Baconresearchedandgathered
knowledgekeepinginmindthenextgenerations.Hemodifiedtheoldfashionknowledgeintoanaccessiblemodeof
knowledge.Inthefirstbookof Novum Organum Bacondebatesthereasonsofhumanflawinthequestofknowledge.Earlier
Aristotlediscussedlogicalfallacies,usuallyfoundinhumanrationality,butBaconwasuniqueinobservingthemethodsof
reasoning.Heinventedthemetaphorof“idol”tostatesuchcausesofhumanflaw.Baconplayedanimportantroleasalinguist
intheliteraryworld.Languageisthemeansofunderstandingtheworldaroundus.Language,likeotherhuman
accomplishments,partakesofhumanlimitations.ThisaspectofBacon’sthoughthasbeenalmostaspersuasiveashis
accountofnaturalknowledge,inspiringalongtraditionofcynicalrationalism,from theEnlightenment.Baconlivedinatime
whennewworldswerebeingdiscoveredonEarth.Henegatedtheperceptionthateverythingiseitherrevealedbyreligionor
Aristotle.Hechallengedthegrandnarrativeofreligionandresearchedhimselftofindanswers.Baconprotectedthestudyof
natureagainstthosewhomeasureditaseitherimproperorperilous.Hearguedforasupportiveandsystematicmethod
againstindividualism andinstinct.TodayBaconisknownamonggreatphilosophersasanemblem ofthenotionthatiswidely
heldtobemisunderstood,thatscienceisinductive.

SUMMARY

Francisbacongivesanaccountofthreechiefusesofstudies.Thefirstuseisthattheyservefordelight.Thisdelightmaycome
insolitudeorinleisureafterretirementfrom activelife.Secondly,theyserveforornamentincommunication,conversationand
discourse.Apersonwhoiswellreadcantalkmoreattractivelythananuneducatedperson.Thethirduseofstudiesistheyhelp
inthejudgement,anddispositionofbusiness.

Anexpertmancanjudgemattersonebyonewhentheycomefacebyfacetohim andheexecutesthem accordingtohis
experience.However,thisisnotthecasewithaneducatedman.Hecangivecounselsatanysituationaccordingtohis
knowledgeandthus,learnedmenarebestatmarshallingofaffairs.Studies,however,havetheirlimitations.Iftoomuchtimeis
spentatstudiesitnothingmorethansloth.Iftheyareusedexcessivelyinconversation,theyshowexaggerationandposingof
aperson.Andifascholarmakeseachandeveryjudgementofhislifewiththehelpofhisknowledge,itisjustfoolishand
humorousbehaviorofthescholar.

Studiesperfectnature.Furthermore,theyareperfectedbyexperience.Baconcomparesnaturalabilitiesofamanwithanatural
treethatneedsproyningthatcomesbystudy.Studieshaveavastscope,itisicingonthecakeifexperienceisalsoaddedwith
them.Baconsays,“Craftymencontemnstudies,simplemenadmirethem,andwisemenusethem”.

Themenwhoarehardworkersorprimitivemenhateorcontemnstudies.However,themenwhohavesimplewitsadmirethem.
Moreover,themenwhoarewiseusethem practically.Studiesdonotteachtheirownuse.Itisthewisdom ofapersonthat
teacheshim theirusage.Baconisoftheviewthatamanshouldnotreadtocontradictandconfuteothers;heshouldnot
believeandrelywhollyonwords;nortofindapointofdiscussioninconversation;butheshouldreadtoweighthem theirvalue
andusethem.Thewriterfurthersupportsthisargumentinthefollowingstatement,

“Somebooksaretobetasted,otherstobeswallowed,andsomefewtobechewedanddigested”.Therearesomebooksthat
aretobereadonlyinpartsbecausetheyareusefulforapersononlyatsomeplaces.Itisnotworthytoreadthem wordby
word.Oncontrary,therearesomebooksthataretobereadnotwithcuriosity;andsomearetobereadcompletelywith
attentionanddiligencebecausetheyrequirethefullattentionofthereader.Moreover,thiscategoryofbookshastreasures
hiddeninthem thatcanbefoundonlybyreader’sdiligence.Thereisanothercategory‘likecommondistilledwaters’i.e‘distilled
books’,thesebooksareextractsmadefrom otherbooksandcompiledinanotherbook.Thesearethemeanersortofbooks.



Baconsaysamilliondollarsverses,“Readingmakethafullman;conferenceareadyman;andwritinganexactman.Itisreading
thataddstotheknowledgeofamanandmakeshim completeinasenseofhiswit.Undoubtedly,itisconversationwithothers
thatmakesamanreadyforanysortofsteptobetakenpracticallyonbehalfofhisknowledge.Furthermore,itistheskillof
comprehensiveorinnovativewritingthatmakesafullmanbecausemaniscreatedtodowonders,makeinnovationsand
generatenewideas.

Moreover,thewriterdescribessomefactsaboutstudies.Hesaysifamanwriteslittlethanheneedstohaveagreatmemory
torememberallthelearnedthings.Ifamaninteractslittleheneedstohaveapresentandsharpwit;andifamanreadlittle,he
shouldbecunningtoknowwhathedoesnot.Baconimpressesreaderthroughhiscomprehensiveandgreatsayings.He
says,“Historiesmakemenwise;potswitty;themathematicssubtitle;naturalphilosophydeep;moralgrave;logicandrhetoric
abletocontend”.

Theaboutstatedcoupleoflinescontainsanoceanofmeaninginit.Baconsaysthatitishistoryofancientsthatmakesnew
generationswiseandwitty.Thesearerulesandlawsstatedbytheancientsthatmakemathematicssubtitleinitsnature.Itis
becauseofhistoriesthatphilosophyhasdeepermeaningsandlogicandrhetoricareabletodefendthrougharguments.

Baconisoftheviewthatanyimpedimentorstondinthewitcanbewroughtoutbyfitstudies.Ifapersonconsidersoneself
dull,hecanmakehim betterthroughstudies.Clearly,‘bowlingisgoodforthestoneandreins;shootingforthelungsandbreast;
gentlewalkingforthestomach;ridingforthehead’,similarly,studiesalsohaveaphysicalroleinmortals’life.Ifaman’switis
unabletofocusatapointanditkeepswandering,lethim studymathematicssothathemaylearntodemonstraterationally.If
hiswitisunabletofinddifferenceslethim studytheschoolmen.Ifamanisnotabletocalluponethingtoproveandillustrate
another,heshouldstudythelawyers’cases.

Baconenclosestheessaybysaying,“Soeverydefectofthemindmayhaveaspecialreceipt”.

Bacon,bypointingoutthevarioussubject,arguesthatthestudyinghistorymakesmenwise;mathematicsmakesthem
intellectuallysharp,whilelogicandrhetoricskilledmeninarguments.Moreover,thinkingisnotproblematicifitcannotbe
establishedbytheproperstudy.Everyminddisorderhasatreatmentjustlikeeveryphysicalillness.Forinstance,amanshould
studylaw,ifhecannotutilizestheproofstodemonstratethecertaintyofunrelatedfacts.Bystudyingotherforms,anydefectin
thebraincanbecured.

(ii)J.B.PRIESTLY:TRAVELBYTRAIN

INTRODUCTIONABOUTAUTHOR

Priestleywasbornon13September1894at34Mannheim Road, Manningham,whichhedescribedasan"extremely
respectable"suburbof Bradford. HisfatherJonathanPriestley(1868–1924)wasaheadmaster.HismotherEmma(neeHolt)
(1865–1896)diedwhenhewasjusttwoyearsold,andhisfatherremarriedfouryearslater. Priestleywaseducatedat BelleVue
GrammarSchool,whichheleftatsixteentoworkasajuniorclerkatHelm &Co.,awoolfirm inthe SwanArcade.Duringhis
yearsatHelm &Co.(1910–1914),hestartedwritingatnightandhadarticlespublishedinlocalandLondonnewspapers.He
wastodrawonmemoriesofBradfordinmanyoftheworkshewroteafterhehadmovedsouth,including BrightDay and When
WeAreMarried.Asanoldman,hedeploredthedestructionbydevelopersof Victorian buildingsinBradfordsuchastheSwan
Arcade,wherehehadhisfirstjob.

PriestleyservedintheBritisharmyduringthe FirstWorldWar,volunteeringtojointhe10thBattalion,the DukeofWellington's
Regiment on7September1914,andbeingpostedtoFranceasaLance-Corporalon26August1915.Hewasbadlywoundedin
June1916,whenhewasburiedalivebyatrenchmortar.Hespentmanymonthsinmilitaryhospitalsandconvalescent
establishments,andon26January1918wascommissionedasanofficerinthe DevonshireRegiment andpostedbackto
Francelatesummer1918.Ashedescribesinhisliteraryreminiscences, MarginReleased,hesufferedfrom theeffectsof
poisongas,andthensupervisedGermanprisonersofwar,beforebeingdemobilisedinearly1919.

Priestleydiedofpneumoniaon14August1984.

SUMMARY

(ii)TRAVELBYTRAIN -J.B.PRIESTLEY

J.B.Priestlyisaversatilewriter.Heisgoodatwritingnovels,essaysandplays.Heisknownforhisminuteobservationand

portrayalofincidentsinahumorousmanner.Theessay“TravelbyTrain”presentsvarioustypesoftrainpassengers.First,the

authortalksaboutamiddle-agedwomantraveller.Hedescribesherasapersonwitharoughvoiceandfaceofbrass.She

lovestoinvadesmokingcompartmentsthatarealreadyfilledwithaquietcompanyofsmokers.Sheisalwaysaccompaniedby

herdog.Thenhedescribestheheavycarriers.Therearesomepassengerswhocarryalltheiroddchattelsandhousehold

utensilsandparcelthem upinbrownpaper.Theyalsocarrybasketsoffruitsandbunchesofflowerstoaddtotheirownand

otherpeople’smisery.

Priestleytalksaboutthenon-stopeaters.Oncetheysettledintheirseats,theypasseachothertatteredsandwichesand

mouthfulscrapsofpastryandtalkingwiththeirmouthsfull,andscatteringcrumbsoverthetrousersoffastidiousold

gentlemen.Theauthortalksaboutchildren’sbehaviorinthetrain.Somechildrendon’tmakegoodtravellingcompanions,

throughoutajourneytheywillspendalltheirtimedaubingtheirfaceswithchocolateortryingtoclimboutofthewindow.Then,

hedescribesaboutthecranks.Thecrankswillalwaysinsistustoopenthewindowsinthetrainsonthebleakestdaysbutin



thehotseasontheydon’tallowawindowtobeopened.

     Then,theauthordescribesaboutinnocenttravellerswhoalwaysfindthemselvesinthewrongtrain.Theyneitherbother

abouttherailwaytime-tablesnorasktherailwayofficialsforadvice.Theygetintothetrainthatcomesfirst.Inthemidstofthe

journey,theyenquire,whethertheyareontherighttrainornot.Thewriterhasoftenwonderedwhetherthesepeoplewillever

reachtheirdestination.Then,hetalksaboutthemightysleepers.Heenviesthemightysleepers.Oncetheysettledintheirseats,

theysleepinamoment.Twominutesorsofrom theirdestinationtheywakeup,collecttheirbaggageandgoout.Priestleycalls

them asdescendantsoftheSevenofEphesus.

Accordingtotheauthor,Seafaringmenaregoodcompanionsonarailwayjourney.Theyarealwaysreadyforapipeanda

crackwithanyman.Theytalkentertainingmatter.Then itisaboutconfidentialstrangers,whoarerarelyseenandcomparedto

averydulldog.Theytakepleasureintalkingoftheirowninterest.Atlast,theauthortalksabouttheelderlymanwhoalways

seatedinacorner.Theytalkandhistalkwillbealloftrains.Theauthoradvicesthereaderstobeawareoftheelderlyman,for

heistheAncientMarinerofrailwaytravelerswhowillholdyouwithhisglitteringeye.


