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(i)JOSEPHADDISON:SIRROGERTHETHEATRE

INTRODUCTIONABOUTAUTHOR

JosephAddisonwasadistinguished18thcenturyEnglishpoet,author,playwright,politicianandclassicalscholar.Heis

recognisedasoneofthefinestperiodicalessayists,whoalongwithhisfriend,RichardSteelefoundedthedailyjournal,‘The

Spectator’.‘TheSpectator’becameapopularandwell-readpublicationofthattime.Hecontributedover274essaysfor‘The

Spectator’andalsowroteessaysforthepublication,‘TheTatler’.Hewrotethelegendaryplay,‘Cato,aTragedy’,whichis

believedtobetheliteraryinspirationbehindtheAmericanRevolution.Hehasalsoauthored,‘AccountOfTheGreatestEnglish

Poets’,‘TheCampaign’,‘DialogueonMedals’andtheunsuccessfuloperalibretto‘Rosamund’.

HeservedastheUnder-SecretaryofState,CommissionerofAppealsinthegovernmentofthe1stEarlofHalifax,Memberof

Parliament,secretarytothenewLordLieutenantofIreland,LordWhartonandastheSecretaryofStatefortheSouthern

Department.Hewasknownforhismagnanimouscharacterandcoolpersonality.HealsohelpedestablishtheEnglishliterary

congregation,‘Kit-CatClub’,whichhadpowerfulpoliticalconnections.

MajorWorks
Theplay,‘Cato,aTragedy’washisseminalworkandenjoyedsuccessalloverEngland,theNewWorldandIreland.Theplayis
widelyregardedasaliteraryinspirationbehindtheAmericanRevolution.Heco-foundedthedaily‘TheSpectator’,whichatthat
timewasawellreceivedandpopularpublication.Anestimatedonetenthofthepopulationreadthepapermakingitthemost
readpublication.
Hediedattheageof48attheHollandHouse,London.HewaslaidtorestattheWestminsterAbbey,CityofWestminsterin

London.

SUMMARY

SirRogerdeCoverlyatthetheatreisanessaybyJosephAddisson.SirRogerexpresseshisdesireofwatchingagood

tragedytoAddison.Theymeetatspectatorclub,SirRogersaysthathehasnotwatchedanygoodplayinthelast20yearsand

thelastplayhewatchedwasachurchofEnglandcomedynamed'Committe'.thustheyplantowatchagoodtragedyastoryof

DistresswomannamedAndromach.itistheclassicaltragedythatrevolvesaroundHector'swidow(Andromach).

KnightisoneofthefriendsofRogerandAddisonheplanstotakeCaptainSentryfortheplay.ThusAddison,SirRoger,Knight,

CaptainSentryalongwithaButlerandaservanttakestheircoachtothetheatre.Theygettheticketandacomfortablemiddle

seatatthetheatre,theplaybegins.Pyrrus(SonofAchilleswhokilledHectorinTrojanwar)isthecharacterthatentersthe

stagefirst.AttheendofeveryactSirRogerpassescommentsaboutthecharactersandthescenetohisfriends.

SirRogerwasnotfondofthecharacterAndromachwhoisthewidowandheanxiouslywonderswhatitwouldbecomeof

PyrruswhoisafterAndromach.OntheotherhandKnightadoresthecharactersonthestageandhepassesgoodcomments

aboutAndromach.

Captainsentrynudgehisfriendsnottobeexplicitintheircommentsaboutthecharactersonstageastwooftheaudience

werekeenlyobservingtheirconversation.AtthefourthactHector'sghostwasexpectedonstageandKnightmisunderstandsa

pageforAstynax(Andromach&Hector'sson).

TheplayendswithAndromachkillingherselfandPyrruslefttofeelsorrowabouthismistakes.thefriendsofthespectator

clubwasthelasttoleavethetheatre.Theyallleavethetheatrewiththesatisfactionofwatchingagoodtragedy.thefriends

escortRogeranddropshim athishousesafelyinthecoach. 

(ii)RICHARDSTEELE:THESPECTATORCLUB

INTRODUCTIONABOUTAUTHOR

TheBritishessayist,dramatist,andpoliticianSirRichardSteele(1672-1729)isbestknownforhiscollaborationwithAddison
onaseriesofessaysfortheTatlerandtheSpectator.RichardSteelewasborninDublin,Ireland,inMarch1672.Theexactdate
ofhisbirthisnotknown,buthewasbaptizedonMarch12.Steele'sfather,anattorney,diedin1676,andhismotherdiedthe
nextyear.Hewasplacedundertheguardianshipofhismaternaluncle,HenryGascoigne,whowassecretaryandconfidential
agenttotheDukeofOrmonde.In1684hebeganattendingCharterhouseSchool,London,wherehemetJosephAddison.

BothSteeleandAddisonwenttoOxford,SteeleenteringChristChurchin1689andtransferringtoMertonCollegein1691.His
Oxfordcareerwasundistinguished,andheleftin1692withouttakingadegreeinordertovolunteerforcadetserviceunderthe
commandoftheDukeofOrmonde.SteelethenservedintheLifeGuardsandlatertransferredtotheColdstream Guards.In
1695LordCutts,towhom Steelehaddedicatedapoem onthefuneralofQueenMary,becameSteele'spatron.Steelefirst
servedhim asprivatesecretaryandthenbecameanofficerinCutts'sregimentin1697.TwoyearslaterSteelereceiveda
captaincyinafoot



 DuringtheseyearsofmilitaryserviceinLondon,Steelebecameacquaintedwithacircleofliteraryandartisticfigures,andhe
begantowrite.Hisfirstcomedy, TheFuneral,orGriefA-la-mode, wasperformedsuccessfullyatDruryLaneTheatrein1701.
Thisplaywasasatireonthenewprofessionofundertaking.Itwasfollowedby TheLyingLoverorTheLadies'Friendship in
1703.Histhirdcomedy, In1722hewrotehislastandmostsuccessfulcomedy, TheConsciousLovers. In1724—still
notoriouslyimprovident,impulsive,ostentatious,andgenerous—Steelewasforcedtoretirefrom Londonbecauseofhis
mountingdebtsandhisworseninghealth.Hewenttoliveonhiswife'sestateofLlangunnorinWales,andin1726hesuffereda
paralyticstroke.Hishealthbroken,SteelediedatCarmarthen.
SUMMARY
TheSpectatorClub–Summary

TheSpectatorClub isperhapsRichardSteele’sfinestachievement.Thisessaywaspublishedin TheSpectator.Inthisessay,
SteelehasgivenanaccountofthemembersoftheClub.Thesemembersrepresentimportantsectionsofsociety.Steele
describessixofthemembersoftheClubtheyareSirRogerdeCoverley,CaptainSentry,SirAndrewFreeport,WillHoneycomb,
theClergymanandtheStudentofLaw.SteeletalksaboutthefirstgentlemanofhiscompanywhosenameisSirRogerde
Coverley.Thepeople,whoknewaboutthecountyofSirRoger,knewSirRoger.SirRogerwasamanofextraordinarynature
andhadagoodsense.Healwaysfoundfaultwiththewaysoftheworldbutthisunusualnaturenevermadehim anyenemies.
SirRogerhadauniquecapacitytopleaseothers.SirRogerwasabachelorbecausehewasdisappointedintheloveofa
beautifulwidow.BeforethisdisappointmentSirRogerwasanormalhappyyoungman.Hemovedinsocietyofimportant
personslikeLordRochesterandSirGeorgeEtherege.However,afterbeingill-usedbythewidowhelostallhisjovialityand
interestinsociallifeformorethanayear.Hebecameveryserious.Graduallyhisjovialityreturned.However,hegrewcareless
abouthisdress.Heworeacoatandjacketofacut,whichwasinfashionatthattime.NowSirRogerwasfifty-sixyearsoldbut
wasquitehaleandhearty.Hehadahouseinvillageandtown.Hehadsuchagoodnaturethatpeoplelovedhim.Healso
treatedhisservantswell.Hewasalsothejusticeofthequorum andshowedhisjudicialabilitiesonthehairofthejusticeata
quarter-session.

Afterthis,Steelehasdescribedanothercompanionoftheclub.Heisalawyer.Hewasalsoabachelor.Hewasamanofsharp
witandclearunderstanding.Hechosehisoccupationrathertoobeythedirectionofhisoldfatherthantoinclinetohisown
tendencies.Hetooktothestudyoflawinobediencetohisfather.Hewasmoreinterestedinthestudyofdramaanddramatic
criticism.ThephilosopherslikeAristotleandLonginuswerewellunderstoodbyhim.Hisfatherusedtosendtohim various
questionsonlawinordertoensurehisson’sprogressinlegalstudies.Thesonoutwittedthefatherbygettingthem answered
throughalawyerwhom hehadengagedforthepurpose.Nobodytookhim asafoolbutonlyhisfriendsknewthathehada
greatwit.Helikedtoreadthebooks,whichwerenotoftheagehelived.Hewasfamiliarwiththewritings,customs,actionsand
mannersofancientwriters,whichmadehim akeenobserveroftheworldlyaffairs.Hewasagoodcritic.Hisrealhourof
businesswasthetimeoftheplay.Thepresenceofanablecriticamongtheaudiencewouldrousetheactorstogivethebest
performancepossible.

NexttheauthorhasdiscussedaboutSirAndrewfreeportwhowasisagoodbusinessmanofLondon.Hewasverylaborious,
experiencedandhadagreatunderstanding.Hisknowledgeofcommercewasextensive.Hehadhisownidealsofthewaysof
enlargingacountry’strade.Hewasoftheopinionthatadominionmaybeextendedbyartandindustrythanbypower.
Diligenceorindustryalonewouldhelpthecountrytogainthingsofpermanentvalue,andslothoridlenessmorethanthesword
hadcausedtheruinofmanynations.Heknewmanyshortmaxims.Hehadauniqueartofspeech.Hewasaselfmadeperson
andbelievedthatEnglandtoocouldbecomericherthanotherkingdoms,bymethodswhichhadsobenefitedhim.

AfterSirAndrew,theauthorhasdescribedthemeritsofCaptainSentry.Hewasverycourageousintelligentandhadgood
understanding.Hewassuchamanwhohadnotreceivedgoodconsiderationofhisabilities.HehadbeenCaptaininmilitaryfor
someyearsandfoughtbravelyonfronts.Heleftthearmybecauseeventhoughherenderedmeritoriousservice,whichanyone
couldseeandappreciate,promotiondidnotcometohim.Heusedtosaythatonlythatmancouldholdapositioninmilitary
whogetsoverhisfalsemodesty.Hewasoftheopinionthatitiscowardicetostandbackmodestly.Similarlyamanwhofailed
toasserthimselfanddemandwhatwashisduewasacoward.Hewasfrankinspeakingabouttheweaknessesofhisofficers.
Thisfranknesswasapartofhischaracter.Thoughhecommandedmanypersonsinmilitary,hewasneverhaughty.Henever
becameaflatterer,althoughheobeyedhissuperiors.

TheauthorthentalksaboutWillHoneycomb.Thoughhewasold,therewerenotracesofthepassageoftimeinhisbrainorin
hisperson.Hehadanattractivepersonalityandcouldimpresswomenbyhistalk.Hedressedwellandwaswellacquainted
withthehistoryofeveryfashionthatremainedinvogueinEngland.WillHoneycombwasalwaysinterestedinmatters
pertainingtowomen.Inhisconventionshetalkedmostlyofwomen,theirdresses,theirmannersandtheirfashions.Hehada
goodknowledgeofhistory.Hecouldtellthatthehairstylesorhatsofourwivesanddaughtersresembletothoseofthe
wenchesofFrenchKings.Buttheauthorsaysthathewasagentleman.Leavingtherelationsofwomenhewasanhonestand
worthyman.

Attheendoftheessay,theauthortellsusaboutoneofhiscompanionswhoseldom waitedhim.Hewasaphilosopherand
clergyman.Helivedasacredlife.Hewasveryweakinconstitution.Becauseofillhealth,hecouldnotfulfiltheresponsibilities
whichpromotioninthechurchmighthavebroughthim.Hespokeondivinetopicwithauthority.Hewishedforthegoodofthe
worldevenafterhisdeath.


