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(i)R.L.Stevenson :AnApologyforIdlers.

INTRODUCTIONABOUTAUTHOR

RobertLouisBalfourStevensonwasborninEdinburgh,Scotland,onNovember13,1850,toThomasandMargaret
Stevenson.Lighthousedesignwashisfather'sandhisfamily'sprofession,andsoattheage17,Stevensonenrolledat
EdinburghUniversitytostudyengineering,withthegoaloffollowinghisfatherinthefamilybusiness.Lighthousedesignnever
appealedtoStevenson,though,andhebeganstudyinglawinstead.Hisspiritofadventuretrulybegantoappearatthisstage,
andduringhissummervacations,hetraveledtoFrancetobearoundyoungartists,bothwritersandpainters.Heemergedfrom
lawschoolin1875butdidnotpractice,as,bythispoint,hefeltthathiscallingwastobeawriter.

In1878,Stevensonsawthepublicationofhisfirstvolumeofwork, AnInlandVoyage;thebookprovidesanaccountofhis
tripfrom AntwerptonorthernFrance,whichhemadeinacanoeviatheriverOise.Acompanionwork, TravelswithaDonkeyin
theCevennes (1879),continuesintheintrospectiveveinof InlandVoyage andalsofocusesonthevoiceandcharacterofthe
narrator,beyondsimplytellingatale.Alsofrom thisperiodarethehumorousessaysof VirginibusPuerisqueandOther
Papers (1881),whichwereoriginallypublishedfrom 1876to1879invariousmagazines,andStevenson'sfirstbookofshort
fiction, NewArabianNights (1882).ThestoriesmarkedtheUnitedKingdom'semergenceintotherealm oftheshortstory,
whichhadpreviouslybeendominatedbyRussians,AmericansandtheFrench.Thesestoriesalsomarkedthebeginningof
Stevenson'sadventurefiction,whichwouldcometobehiscallingcard.

AturningpointinStevenson'spersonallifecameduringthisperiod,whenhemetthewomanwhowouldbecomehiswife,
FannyOsborne,inSeptember1876.Shewasa36-year-oldAmericanwhowasmarried(althoughseparated)andhadtwo
children.StevensonandOsbornebegantoseeeachotherromanticallywhilesheremainedinFrance.In1878,shedivorcedher
husband,andStevensonsetouttomeetherinCalifornia(theaccountofhisvoyagewouldlaterbecapturedin TheAmateur
Emigrant).Thetwomarriedin1880,andremainedtogetheruntilStevenson'sdeathin1894.Aftertheyweremarried,the
Stevensonstookathree-weekhoneymoonatanabandonedsilvermineinNapaValley,California,anditwasfrom thistrip
that TheSilveradoSquatters (1883)emerged.Alsoappearingintheearly1880swereStevenson'sshortstories"ThrawnJanet"
(1881),"TheTreasureofFranchard"(1883)and"Markheim"(1885),thelattertwohavingcertainaffinitieswith Treasure
Island and Dr.JekyllandMrHyde (bothofwhichwouldbepublishedby1886), respectively.Stevensondiedofastrokeon
December3,1894,athishomeinVailima,Samoa.HewasburiedatthetopofMountVaea,overlookingthesea.

SUMMARY

Inthepresentdayagewhenmanhasbecometimeconscious,itwillseem strangethatidlersarepraised.Idlenessisasin
aswellasacrimeinthisageofscience.Stillonlythesepersonsknowthejoysofidlenesswhohaveactuallyenjoyedit.Itis
generallysaidthatonlyinthekingdom ofDevilpersonsremainactive.Inthatkingdom thesmallestwasteoftimeisacrime.
Theywantthepeopletobeupanddown.Similarly,theythinkthatifapersonisidle,hisbrainbecomesaDevil’sworkshop.He
doesharm tohim¬selfaswellastosociety.Butidlenessisoneofthesignificantfeaturesofheavenlylife.Theysaythatthose
whoarefreefrom thecycleofdeathandbirthgetidlenessasareward.Theysitinheavenandtalkouttheirtimeorjustlounge
hereandthere.Thereisnoworkinheaven,theysay,andmanhasnottobotheraboutit.Infactitisonlystruggleforexistence
andsurvivalofthefittestthathasbroughtsomanymiseriesuponmankind.Similarly,hadmanbeenidle,somanywrongthings
wouldnothavebeendone.Now-a-daystheconferencesareheld,decisionsaretakenbutdifferencesaredepend,andthe
nationsareunabletopatchthem up.Itisallbecauseofactivity,thatmanhassuffered.

HenryDavishascorrectlysaid,‘Whatisthislifeiffullofcares.Wehavenotimetostandandstare”.Infactwecannotsitin
thesunduringwinterandlookvacantlyhereandthere,wecannotenjoythebeautiesofNatureandalsofavoursofGod.Itis
incorrecttosaythatidlebrainisdevil’sworkshop.Newtonwaslyingidleunderthetreewhenhesewanapplefallingandgave
thelawofgravitation.Idlenesshelpsmantostoreuphisenergyandonecanutilizeitatanytimeonelikestouseit.Idlenessis
oneofthequalitieswhichmanistocultivatewithalotoflabour.Forabusypersonwaitingforabusortravellingbytrainor
aeroplanewouldbecomemiserable.Anidlepersonlookshereandthereandpasseshourstogetherbyjustlookingatthe
buttonsoftheco-passengersorbyfondlingwithapenorjustclosinghiseyesanddreamingthisorthatthing.Suchpeople
nevergetboredinlife.Theyalwayspassthehoursoflonelinessinthemostcomfortablemanner.Theyneverbotherabouttheir
workorany¬thingelse.

LotusEatersofTennysongiveusaveryappealingargumentforremainingidle.Theysay“ifdeathistheendoflifewhy
shouldalllifelabourbe.”Itisacorrectargumentbecausehumanbeingsaretheroofandcrownofthingsandassuchwe
shouldnotworkthroughoutourlife.Lifeismeantforenjoymentandnotforjustworkinglikeanimals.Wecanenjoylifeifwe
havethepatienceaswellasresourcestositidleandtalkaboutthisorthatthing.Manhasmadelifeextremelycomplicated
onlythroughwork.Ifmanremainedidle,hisneedswouldhavebeenverysmallandhiscapacitywouldhavebeenenoughto
meetthosedemands.Butmanhasneverbeenlivingidlethatiswhytherehasbeenmiseryandunhappinessinthisworld.
Idlenessisthepanaceaforallills.Manyofthediseasesofthehumanbeingscanonlybeovercomewiththehelpofrestand
leisure.

Somepeoplesaythatcompleteidlenessisnotpossiblebecauseifthebodyisatrest,thenthemindisworking;ifthemindisat
restthenbodymightbeworking.Butitismistakenviewbecauseithasbeenconclusivelyprovedthatifwithinafewminutes
manfeelsthatheisdead,i.e.,hethinksnothinganddoesnothingandliesflatonthegroundlookingvacantly,hedefinitely
recovershismentalaswellasphysicalhealth.

Therushoflifehasaddedmiserytolife.Thedesiretospeedupeverythinghasnervousnessanddisorder.Butmodernman
hasbeensohabituatedthatnowithasbecomedifficultforhim togiveupactivelife.Hehasbeenacoginthemachineandthis



mechanicalhabitofmindmakeshim somewhatmiserable.Ifheisidle,heisopentoallimpressions.AsHazzlitwouldliketo
sayapersonmustvegetatejustlikethevegetationinthecountryside,thatis,itisnecessarytoremainidle.Idlenessisanideal,
whichcanbeenjoyedproperlyifonehasfaithinthatideal.Themomentheloseshisfaithinit,thecharm ofitiscompletely
lost.

(ii)GEORGEORWELL : SHOOTINGANELEPHANT

INTRODUCTIONABOUTAUTHOR

HisEarlyLife

GeorgeOrwellwasoneofthegreatestwritersofthe20thcentury.HewasbornEricArthurBlairon25June1903inIndia.
Hisfatherwasacolonialcivilservantandthefamilyweremiddleclassbutnotparticularlywelloff.HoweverwhenOrwellwas
onlyayearoldhismothermovedbacktoEnglandwhilehisfatherstayedinIndiauntil1912.Meanwhilein1911Georgewentto
StCyprian'sSchoolinEastbourne.In1917hewonascholarshiptoEtonbutin1921hejoinedtheBritishpoliceinBurma.
HoweverOrwellgrewdissatisfiedandheresignedin1927.

GeorgeOrwelldecidedtobecomeawriter.Healsobeganlivingamongthepoor.In1928hejourneyedto Paris.Forashort
timein1932-1933Orwellworkedasateacherinasmallprivateschool.In1934Orwellgotaparttimejobinasecondhand
bookshop.Meanwhilein1933hisfirstbookwaspublishedDownandOutinParisandLondon.In1934hisfirstnovelBurmese
Dayswaspublished.In1935GeorgeOrwellhadanothernovelpublished.ItwascalledAClergyman'sDaughter.Itwasfollowed
in1936byKeeptheAspidistraFlying.Alsoin1936OrwellmarriedEileen.(Shediedin1945).

In1936GeorgeOrwellwascommissionedtowriteabookaboutpovertyinnorthernEngland.TheRoadtoWiganPierwas
publishedin1937.MeanwhileOrwell,aSocialistleftforSpaininDecember1936tofightintheSpanishCivilWar.(Thecivilwar
wasbetweentheleftwingRepublicansandtheFascistNationalists.Someforeignvolunteerstookpart).Whiletherehewas
woundedinthethroat.MeanwhileCommunistsbegantoarrestdissentersandOrwellwasforcedtofleefrom Spain.After
arrivinginBritainhewrote‘AHomagetoCatalonia’,publishedin1938.

TheGreatWriter

Howeverby1938Orwellwassufferingfrom tuberculosis.Hespentthewinterof1938-1939inMorocco.In1939another
novel,ComingUpForAirwaspublished.AtthebeginningoftheSecondWorldWarGeorgeOrwellwasrejectedformilitary
servicebutfrom 1941to1943heworkedfortheBBC.In1943hebecameliteraryeditorfortheTribunealeftwingmagazine.
Thenin1945hisgreatsatireAnimalFarm waspublished.In1949hismasterpiece1984waspublished.Buthishealthwas
failing.InOctober1949GeorgeOrwellmarriedhissecondwifeSonia.GeorgeOrwelldiedon21January1950.Hewasonly46.

SUMMARY

ThenarratoroftheessaystartswithdescribingthehateheisconfrontedwithinatowninBurma.Hesaysthatheisa
sub-divisionalpoliceofficerandishatedbythelocalsin“aimless,pettykindofway”.Healsoconfessestobeingonthewrong
sideofthehistoryasheexplainstheinhumantorturesoftheBritishRajonthelocalprisoners.Afterdescribinghisconditions,
hestartstellingastoryofafinemorningwhichheconsidersas“enlightening”.Heistoldonthephoneaboutanelephantwhich
hasshatteredhisfettersandgonemad,intimidatingthelocalitiesandcausingdestructions.Themahouti.e.wentinthe
incorrectwaysearchingfortheelephantandnowisalmosttwelvehour’sjourneyaway.TheBurmeseareunabletostopthe
elephantasnooneintheirwholepopulationhasagunoranyotherweaponandseemstobequitehelplessinfrontofthe
mercilesselephant.

Afterthephonecall,Orwellgoesouttosearchtheelephant.Whileaskingintheneighbourhoodforwheretheyhavelast
sightedtheelephant,hesuddenlyhearsyellsfrom alittledistanceawayandimmediatelyfollowsit. Goingtowardsthe
elephanthefindsadeadlabouraroundthecornerlyinginthemud,beingavictim oftheelephant’sbrutality.Afterseeingthe
deadlabour,hesendsorderlytobringhim agunthatshouldbestrongenoughtokillanelephant.Inthemeanwhile,Orwellis
informedbythelocalpeopleaboutthelocationoftheelephantthatwasinthepaddyfield.AfterseeingtheguninOrwell’shand,
alargenumberoflocalpeoplestartfollowinghim,eventhosewhowerepreviouslyuninterestedintheincident.Allofthem are
onlyinterestedandgettingexcitedabouttheshootingoftheelephant.Inthefield,Orwellseestheelephantcalmlygazingand
decidednottokillitasitwouldbewrongtokillsuchapeacefulcreatureandtokillitwillbelikeabolishing‘ahugeandcostly
pieceofmachinery’.

However,whenhegazesbackatthemobbehind,ithasexpandedtoathousandandisstillexpanding,supposinghim to
firetheelephant.Tothem,Orwellislikeamagicianandistaskedwithamusingthem.Bythefirstthought,herealizesthatheis
unabletoresistthecrowd’swishtokilltheelephantandtherightpriceofwhitewesterner’stakeoverofthePositioniswhite
gentlemen’sindependence.Heseemstobeakindof“puppet”thatisguaranteedtofulfiltheirsubject’s
expectancy.Consequently,Orwelldecidestoshoottheelephantorinanothercase,thecrowdwilllaughathim,whichwas
intolerabletohim.Atfirst,hethinkstoseetheresponseoftheelephantafterslightlyapproachingit,however,itseems
dangerousandwouldmakethecrowdlaughathim whichwasutterlyhumiliatingforhim.Toavoidundesirableawkwardness,
hehastokilltheelephant.Hepointedthegunatthebrainoftheelephantandfires.AsOrwellfires,thecrowdbreaksoutin
anticipation.Beinghitbytheshot,theelephantbendstowardsitslapandstartsdribbling.Orwellfiresthesecondshot,the
elephantappearsworsebutdoesn’tdie.Ashefiresthefinalgunshot,theelephantshoutsitoutandfalls,fast-movinginthe
fieldwherehewasplaced.TheelephantisstillalivewhileOrwellshothim moreandmorebutitseemstohim thatithasno



effectonit.Theelephantseemstobeingreatagonyandis“helplesstoliveyethelplesstodie”.Orwell,beingunabletoseethe
elephanttosuffer,goesawayfrom thesight.Helaterheardthattheelephanttookalmosthalfanhourtopassawayand
villagerstakethemealoffitsboneshortlyafteritsdeath.Orwell’skillingofthemonsterremainedahugecontroversy.The
owneroftheelephantstayedheated,butthenagainashewasIndian,hehasnolegalalternative.Theagedoldpeopleagreed
withtheOrwell’skillingoftheelephantbutfortheyoungerone,itappearstobeunsuitabletomurderanelephantasitkilleda
coolie–amanuallabour.Forthem,thelifeofanelephantwasadditionalworththanalifeofacoolie.Ontheonehand,Orwell
thinksthatheisfortunatethatthemonstermurderedacoolieasitwillgivehisactalawfulclarificationwhileontheotherhand;
hewondersthatanyoneamonghiscompanionswouldassumethathemurderedtheelephantjustnottolookafool.

GENRE:

ShootinganElephantbyGeorgeOrwellisasatiricalessayontheBritishImperialism.

NARRATION:

Thestoryisafirst-personnarrativeinwhichthenarratordescribeshisconfusedstateofmindandhisinabilitytodecideand
actwithouthesitation.ThenarratorisasymbolofBritishcolonialism inBurmawho,throughawindowtohisthoughts,
allegoricallygivesusaninsightintotheconflictingidealsofthesystem.

SYMBOLISM:

Theessayisembeddedwithpowerfulimageryandmetaphors.Thetoneoftheessayisnotstaticasitchangesfrom asadistic
tonetoacomictonefrom timetotime.Theelephantinthestoryistherepresentationofthetrueinnerselfofthenarrator.He
hastokillitagainsthiswillinordertomaintaintheartificialpersonahehastobearasaruler.Thenarratorhasasortofhatred
foralmostallthepeoplethatsurroundhim.HehatestheBurmeseandcallsthem “evilspiritedbeasts”,hehateshisjob,he
hateshissuperiors,hehatesBritishcolonialism andevenhateshimselfsometimesfornotbeingabletoactaccordingtohis
will.

Onthesurface,theessayisanarrationofaneverydayincidentinatownbutrepresentsaverygravepictureonadeeperlevel.
Orwellsatirizestheinhumanebehaviorofthecolonizerstowardsthecolonizedanddoessoveryefficientlybyusingthe
metaphoroftheelephant.Themetaphoroftheelephantcanbeinterpretedinmanyways.Theelephantcanalsobeconsidered
tostandforthejobofthenarratorwhichhascreatedahavocinhislife(astheelephanthascreatedinthetown).Thenarrator
wantstogetridofitthroughanypossiblewayandisreadytodoanythingtoputanendtothismisery.Also,theelephantis
powerfulandsoisthenarratorbecauseofhispositionbutbothofthem arepuppetsinthehandsoftheirmasters.Plus,they
botharecreatingmiseriesinthelivesofthelocals.Yetanotherinterpretationofthismetaphorcanbethattheelephant
symbolizesthelocalcolonizedpeople.Thecolonizersarereadytokillanylocalwhorevoltsagainsttheirrulejustasthe
narratorkillstheelephantwhichhasdefiedtheordersofitsmaster.

SHOOTINGANELEPHANTMAINTHEMES

FollowingisthemajorthemeoftheessayShootinganElephant.

ILLSOFBRITISHIMPERIALISM:

GeorgeOrwell,inthenarrativeessayshootinganElephant,expresseshisfeelingstowardsBritishimperialism.TheBritish
Rajdidnotcareforanythingbutfortheirownmaterialwealthandtheirrulingpersonas.Therulerswerereadytotakethelifeof
anylocalwhodaredtostandorspeakagainsttheiroppression.Thisbehavioroftherulersmadethelocalsfullofhatredand
mistrust.Therefore,abiggapwascreatedbetweenthecolonizersandthecolonizedwhichwasbadforbothofthem.

Thisthemestrikesthereaderthroughouttheessay.Forinstance,thenarratortalksabout“thedirtyworkoftheempire”.He
narratestheconditionsoftheprisonersincellswhoaretorturedinaninhumaneway.ThisshowsthebehavioroftheBritishRaj
towardsthosewhodaredtostandagainsttheiroppression.Thenarratoralsousesbadadjectivesforthelocalslike“yellow-
faced”andevenexpresseshiswishtokilloneofthem.Hedoesonpurposei.e.toreflectonthepointthatthecolonizers
consideredthecolonizinglowhumansorprobablylowerthanhumans.


