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(i)A.GGARDINER:ONTHERULEOFTHEROAD

INTRODUCTIONABOUTAUTHOR

AlfredGeorgeGardiner (2June1865–3March1946)wasanEnglishjournalist,editorandauthor.Hisessays,writtenunder
thealias"AlphaofthePlough",arehighlyregarded.HewasalsoChairmanofthe NationalAnti-SweatingLeague,an advocacy
group whichcampaignedfora minimum wage inindustry.Gardinerwasbornin Chelmsford,thesonofHenryJamesGardiner,a
cabinet-makerandalcoholic, andhiswife,SusannaTaylor. Asaboyheworkedatthe ChelmsfordChronicle and
the BournemouthDirectory.Hejoinedthe NorthernDailyTelegraph in1887whichhadbeenfoundedtheyearbeforeby Thomas
PurvisRitzema.In1899,hewasappointededitorofthe BlackburnWeeklyTelegraph.

From 1915hecontributedto TheStar underthepseudonym AlphaofthePlough. Atthetime TheStar hadseveral
anonymousessayistswhosepseudonymswerethenamesofstars.Invitedtochoosethenameofastarasapseudonym he
chosethenameofthebrightest(alpha)starintheconstellation"thePlough."Hisessaysareuniformlyelegant,gracefuland
humorous.Hisuniquenesslayinhisabilitytoteachthebasictruthsoflifeinaneasyandamusingmanner.The
collections PillarsofSociety, PebblesontheShore, ManyFurrows and LeavesintheWind aresomeofhisbest-known
writings.Areviewerof PebblesontheShore saidGardinerwrotewith"fluency,deftness,lightness,grace,andusuallyaveryreal
sparkle". Theendoftheessay"TheVanityofOldAge"istypicallyneat:"ForNatureisacunningnurse.Shegivesuslollipopsall
theway,andwhenthelollipopofhopeandthelollipopofachievementaredone,shegentlyinsertsinourtoothlessgumsthe
lollipopofremembrance.Andwiththatpleasantvanitywearesoothedtosleep."

‘OntheRuleoftheRoad‘isafamousandamusing essay byA.G.Gardiner.Inthisessay“TheRuleOfTheRoad.”Gardiner
strikesthebull‘seyewhenhedeclaresthat,inordertopreservethefreedomsofall,itisnecessarytocurtaileveryone’s
freedoms.Hepointsoutwhatconstitutestrueliberty.Freedom andlibertyhavebecomethewatchwordsoftoday’ssocietyand
everyactiontakenisintheinterestsofpersonalfreedom.Liberty,bothhumanandpolitical,hasacquiredtremendous
significanceinthecontemporaryworldofconstructedsocialandpoliticalanarchy.

SUMMARY

TheessaystartswithanamusinganecdoteofafatoldladywalkingdownabusystreetinPetrogradinthemiddleofthe
road.Thetrafficwas,ofcourse,confusedandtherefollowedatrafficblock.Whensomeonepointedouttoherthatpedestrians
hadtowalkonfootpaths,heranswerwasintriguing.Sheansweredthatshehasthefreedom towalkwherevershelikes.
Nothingcanbesaidagainstthisbecauseitisapublicroad.Theauthor,busythenextparagraph,goesontoclarifythe
boundariesofpersonalliberty.Hesaysthesedayspeopleareliberty–drunk.Onthispoint,thereadercannotbutagreewiththe
authorasweseetodaythateveryonewantsindividualfreedom.Overthecourseoftime,theproblem hasbecomemoreacute
andfightingforfreedom beginsearlywhenchildrenareveryyoung.Independenceanddependencetookonmanycoloursand
shades.

AccordingtoGardiner,sacrificeseemstobethefoundationoflibertybecause“inorderthatthelibertiesofallmaybe
preserved,thelibertiesofeverybodymustbecurtailed.”Hegivestheexampleoftrafficpoliceatabusyjunction.The
policemanmayseem likeanuisanceatfirst,butlaterwerealizehe’sactuallyablessing.Ifeveryoneweredrivingwhereverand
whenevertheywantedtherewouldbeutterchaosandnoonecouldreachanywhere.Soinasense,inordertomakethe
neighbours,arealityneighbour’slibertyisrestricted.Theauthorintroducesfreedom asasocialcontractnotapersonal.He
saysit’sanadaptation.Ifourfreedom doesnotinterferewithothers,wecandoasweplease.Hegivesmanyinstanceswhere
wedowhatweliketowear,whattoeat,whichreligiontofollow,whichauthortoprefer,andmanyothers.Weruleovera
kingdom wherewehaveallthefreedom,butwhenwecomeintocontactwiththefreedom ofotherpeople,bothpartieswill
havetorestricttheirownfreelives.ForthisagainhegivestheinstanceofplayingtheTrombone.Ifhewishestoplayitat
midnighthewillhavetoleavetotheEverestorelsehisfamilyandneighbourswillobject.

Theauthortellsthereaderthattherearealotofpeopleinthisworldandadjustmentisthekeytoliberty.Gardinerpoints
outthatunfortunately,wearequickertoseethefaultsofothersthanourown.Hesaysthatconsiderationfortherightsor
feelingsofothersisthefoundationofsocialbehaviour.Heconcludessayingthatitisthesesmallmattersthatdecidewhether
wearecivilizedoruncivilised.Greatmomentsofheroism andsacrificearerarebutourlifeismadeupofthesesmall
adjustmentswhichmakeitsweet.Themainpointofthisessayisthatpeopleneedtoconsiderhowtheiractionsaffectothers,
notjustwhattheywanttodothemselves,andhowtheyaffectsociety.Therulesoftheroadinthissensearerulesof
politenessandaltruism.Theyareruleslike“donotplayyourtrombonetooloudlyoratthewrongtime”or“donothaveloud
publicplacesconversations.”Theauthorconcludestheessaybysayingthatbothanarchistandsocialistmustbeajudicious
mix.Weneedtopreserveindividuallibertyaswellassocialfreedom.Itisinthesmallmatterofbehaviourinobservingtherule
oftheroad,wepassjudgmentonourselvesanddeclarethatwearecivilizedoruncivilised.

Theessaybearsuponitsreaderthathe/sheshouldconsiderothersconveniencesuperiortohis/herown.Everybodyhasthe
righttoliveaccordingtohis/herwillandoneisfreeinmostofthemattersoflifebuteveryoneshouldrememberthathis/her
freedom endswhereanotherperson’sfreedom startsthatiswhyitissaidthat“youarefreetowalkdownastreetrevolving
yourstickbutyourfreedom endswhereanotherperson’snosebegins”.Inshort,itlaysbase,thefactthatthereisnothinglike
“absolutefreedom”andthateveryoneshouldbecontentedwiththecurtailmentoflibertyinordertoenjoyahappy,safe,fear-
freesociallifewhichushersingreaterlibertythoughindirectly.InAlbertComo’swords“youcannotbehappywhenallaround



youaresad”,youcannotevensmilewhenyouaresurroundedbygloomyandsullenfaces.Ourjoysandsorrowsare
determinednotonlybyourpersonalconditionsbutmostlybythecontentofjoyandsorrowexperiencedbypeoplearoundus.
Thuswhenpeoplearoundusarefreeintheirprivateaffairs,wealsocanhaveasimilaramountoffreedom andthatispossible
onlywhenwefollowlawsofthesocietyineverywalkoflife;whenweconductourselvesaccordingtothenormssetbyour
societies.

(ii)E.M FORSTER : WHATIBELIEVE

INTRODUCTIONABOUTAUTHOR

Oneofthemostgiftedwritersofhistime,EdwardMorganForsterwasanEnglishnovelist,shortstorywriter,essayist,and
librettist.Hepennedsomeofthebestnovelsofthe20thcenturythatwerewell-plottedandironicandincludedthemesofclass
andhypocrisyinEnglishsociety.Hebeganhisliteraryjourneyattheageofsix.Hisonlyeverinterestinlifewaswritingandhe
usedhistimeandexperiencestocontributetothisinterestimmensely.Thetestamenttohisgreatnessishisnominationfor
theNobelPrizeinLiteraturefor13differentyears.Forsterwaswidelytravelledandnarratedtheseeventsinhisstories.His
homosexualityandromanceswerethesubjectsofhisnovel,‘Maurice’thatwaspublishedwellafterhewasgone.Hispopular
worksinclude‘ARoom withaView’,‘HowardsEnd’,and‘APassagetoIndia’.Hewasaconstantopponentofadaptingbooks
intofilms;hewasoftheviewthatafilm orstageperformancedoesnotdojusticetoaliterarywork.Despitethisview,manyof
hisworkswereadaptedintohighlysuccessfulfilmsandhavekepthislegacyalive.

ARoom withaView’(1908)washismostoptimisticwork.SetinEdwardianEngland,thebookisacritiqueofEnglish
society.Itranks79thonthe‘100bestEnglish-languagenovelsofthe20thcentury’compiledbyModernLibrary.His
masterpiecewas‘HowardsEnd’(1910).ThenovelexploresmanythemessuchassocialconventionsinEngland,codesof
conduct,andpersonalrelationships.Theepigraphnarrateshisimpulsetowardsunderstandingandsympathy.Itranks38thon
the100bestEnglish-languagenovelsofthe20thcentury’compiledbyModernLibrary.Perhapshisgreatestworkwas‘A
PassagetoIndia’(1924)basedonhisexperiencesinIndia.WiththeBritishRajandIndianIndependenceMovementasthe
backdrop,thisnovelwentontobecomeapartofthe‘AllTime100Novels’listby‘TimeMagazine.’

Awards&Achievements

WhileworkingattheBBC,E.M.Forsterwasawardedthe“BensonMedal”in1937forhisweeklybookreviews.Thetheatre
atTonbridgeSchool,hisalmamater,isnamedinhishonour.Hewasvotedasanhonorary‘Fellow’ofKing’sCollegein1946.He
wasgivenan‘OrderofCompanionsofHonour’in1953andwasawarded‘QueenElizabeth'sOrderofMerit’in1969.Duringthe
mid-1960s,hesufferedfromstrokesthatweakenedhim greatly.MayHockeywashisnursemaidatthistime.Hislaststrokeon
June7,1970,endedthelifeofthisremarkableliterarygenius.

IntroductiontoWhatIBelieve

E.M.Forsterisanindividualistandliberalthinker.Heisanartist,findsdifficulttoadjustwiththechangingworld.Hedoes
notbelieveanyorganizedreligionorsocialorpoliticalcreed.Heisademocrat.Heisnotahero–worshipper.Hedoesnot
believeinGreatMenorGospels.Respectfortheindividual,love,toleranceandsympathyhadbeenthecherishedidealsof
democraticprinciples.Heobservesthattheworldischangingfrom badtoworse.Violence,crueltyplusracialreligious
persecutiondominatetheworld.This essay isthehonestconfessionofthePersonalFaith.Itguideshislife.Inotherwords,he
followsthedictatesofhisconscience.Heistrulyaseculardemocrat.Hedoesnotclaim tobeamemberofanyreligionorsect.
Thisessaythrowslightonhispersonality.

SUMMARY

E.M.Forsterbegins‘WhatIBelieve’withanoteofcleanconfession.HedoesnotbelieveinBelief.Mostofthecreedsare
militant.Theworldisfullofreligiousorracialpersecution.HeadmitsthatFaithisamentalstarch.Hediffersfrom theworld.
Hebelievesinpersonalrelationships.Theworldissurroundedbyviolenceandcruelty.Wemustlovepeopleandtrustthem.
Reliabilityisthebasisofpersonalrelationships.Itisnotamatterofcontract.Itisamatterfortheheart.withoutnaturalwarmth,
reliabilityisimpossible.Mostmenpossessthiswarmth.Politicianswanttokeepthefaith.

Personalrelationsaredespisedtoday.Weareurgedtogetridofthem.Wearetoldtodedicateourselvestosome
movementorcause.Hehaltstheideaofthecauses.DemocracyisnotabelovedRepublicreally.Itislesshatefulthananother
form ofgovernment.Theindividualisimportant.Alltypesofindividualsmakecivilization.Thereisnodivisionofpeople
betweenbossersandbossed.Heistheadmirerofordinarypeople.Theygetachanceindemocracy.Theyarecreativeintheir
privatelives.Theyareconfinedtotheirdomesticwork.Onlydemocracyallowsthem toexpressthemselves.

Democracyallowscriticism andallowsvarietiesofexpression.Publiccriticism cancheckscandals.HebelievesinThe
Freedom ofPress.(Thepressisnot–freefrom liesandvulgarity)ParliamentissneeredasaTalkingShop.Hevalues
parliamentbecauseitcriticisesandtalks.Itschattergetswideexposure.Thepoliceandthearmyrepresentforce.They
representtheGovernment.Allsocietyrestsuponforce.Allthegreatcreativeactionsanddecenthumanrelationoccurduring
intervals.WeneednotgethabituatedtoForce.ForceorViolenceistheultimaterealityonourearth.Noform ofGovernmentor
Christianitywillbringpeacetotheworld.Nochangeofheartwilloccur.Itisawrongpresumptionthatwecannotimprove.
Whatisgoodinpeopleistheirinsistenceoncreation.Theirbeliefinhumanvaluesandloyaltycreativenessalertsthepeople
whenviolencesleeps.Inordertoescapethetrials,weneednotturntohero-worship.Heroworshipisadangerousvice.Itisa
minormeritofdemocracy.ItcannotproduceGreatMan.Democracycanproducedifferentkindofsmallmenwithvarieties.A



heroisanessentialpartofdictatorship.

HedistrustsGreatMen.Theyaresurroundedbyadesertofuniformityaroundthem.Theyaredeprivedofordinarypleasures
oftheaverageman.HebelievesinAristocracy.ItisnottheAristocracyofpower.AristocracyisbasedonPowerandInfluence.
HebelievesinAristocracyofthesensitive,theconsiderateandtheplucky.Ithasauniversalexistence.Theyarefound
everywhere.Theyrepresentthetruehumantradition.Itisthevictoryofthequeerraceovercrueltyandchaos.Theyare
sensitivetowardstheworld.Theyaregenerous.Theyhavethecapacitytoendure.Theycantakeajoke.Theycan’tgiveup
laughter.HedisapprovesthepublicimageoftheAristocrats.HedeclaresthathewouldliketogowiththeoldScotsman.He
wantedlesschastityandmoredelicacy.Heacceptshisaristocratswithalltheirhumanimperfections.Hedoesn’treject
sensuousjoysorpleasures.Theterminology(Phraseology)describingaristocracyisfalse.Authority(PoliticalPower)can
utilizethem orignorethem.TheyarenotrestrictedtoironbarsorHolyKingdom.Theircanvasiswideopen.Thereiscomplete
pleasureinearthlylife.Oneneedseyestoseeandhandstofeel.Thepowermakespeoplecrooked.Themanwithoutastatus
symbolishappy.MemberofParliamentorGovernmentdoesnottrusteachother.Suspicion,treachery,robberyandcheating
areseeninpubliclife.Thisispractisedinthenameofdecency.Theprimitivemanrestrainedtheseelementsthroughcertain
taboos.TherewillbenomessiahtopreachanewGospel.Onlygoodtemperorgoodwillcanstrengthen.Alltheologicalprayers
areapartofwishfulthinking.OnemustundernativegoodnessofmantoexploreNewUniversetomakelifeworthliving.
Christianitycan’tanswerorsolvetheproblemsbeforeus.InmodernsocietyMoneybehindthespiritualinstitutionswill
influencethepeople.Theorganizedreligionisafailure.Hisfaithisverysmall.AsanIndividualist,hefearsthatthedictatorhero
cannothelpthepeoplesolvetheirdifficulties.Everyhumanbeingisbornseparatelyandwilldieseparately.Everybodyisborn
nakedandwilldienaked.


