LOCATION AND SITING OF TOWNS

THE LOCATION of town in an area shows its latitudinal and longitudinal
position and its significance and importance. Locz'-ltion sl.mws the
importance of towns and highlights about the surrounding environment.
For example, it may be said that Chennai is located at sea shore of Bay
of Bengal.

On the basis of locational aspects the towns may be classified into
the following.!

LOCATION OF TOWNS

Riverside Towns

These are the towns located on river banks. Location of riverside towns
is favoured by following reasons:

(@) Rivers have always been the source of drinking water supply
for the human being especially for large population centres
during the historical periods;

(b) Riverside location has religious importance for the sages and
pilgrims. For this fact sanctity is always attached with the
riverside location of towns;

(¢) The migrant people who successively came to India from drier
part of central Asia since the Aryan period upto the present
were always in search of water frontage for which riverside is
the best location for the towns:

(d) During the historical periods the problem of defence was an
important consideration in the location of towns. The levees
along the river embankment provided commanding sites for
forts and towns. The protection was given by rivers which was
‘considered as an important advantage;

(¢) Before the construction of metalled road and railway the rivers
were the main lines of transport and communication: and
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Urban Geograpny . A 1€xXI-500k
Confluence Towns

The meeting place of two or more rivers often gives rise 1o 1-1rban
centres. For example, Allahabad developed at the confluence point of
the Ganga. the Yamuna and the Saraswati rivers. The convergence of
waterways of such navigable rivers and the commandable sites around
them gives rise to urban centres.

Zone of Contact Towns

Some towns have a location in between the differential units of landscape.
For example, Jammu, Aurangabad, Sasaram and Nawada develo!)cd
below northern scarp belt of Chhotanagpur Highlands. On these points
the land routes from plain lands and the plateau areas connect each other
for the transfer of goods. The other examples of zone of contact towns

are Rewari,” Bharatpur, Gowalior, Jhansi, Mirzapur, Vindhyachal and

Break-O-Bulk Towns

Wherever and whenever the terrain changes abruptly due to undulating
topography and steepness of slope, the change in the mode of transport
forces to dump the goods enbulk, because that has to be carried up to
the country either by porters or mules. Hence, the chain of Break-O-
bulk towns is found at the meeting point of plain land with the Himalayan
region. For example, Hathout (in Nepal), Jammu, Jogindernagar, Kalka,

Dehradun, Haldwani, Nepalganj and Viratnagar in India have developed
nto Break-O-bulk towns.

Hill Stations
Some towns are located in a productive region such as hill stations or

:s::t :wm& such a locati.on the prime consideration is the advantage
ate, health and scenic beauty of the local environment. These
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Location and Siting of Towns

TABLE 32 . Mountalnous Towna/t fles of lidin

Towns/Cittes Stare Height Churacteristics
MSL
{meires)
Almora U P, (Kumaon) 1,518 Kath Godam station
Nainital U P, (Kumaon) 1,950 Nuinn lake
Lense Down U.P (Pauri Garhwal) 1,524 Kotdwar station
Mukteshwar U P, (Kumaon) | 828 Veterinary Resenrch
Institute
Mussoorie U.P. (Dehradun) 2,288 Queen of hills
Simla Himachal Pradesh 2. 136 Kalka station
Mahabaleshwar Maharashtra 1,371 Western ghat
Kasauli Himachal Pradesh 2,193 Kalka station
Utakamand Tamilnadu 2,288 Ooti lake
Dalhousi Himachal Pradesh 2,400 Pathankot
Srinagar J&K 1,900 Dal lake
Gulmarg J&K 2,515 48 kms. from Srinagar
Cherapunji Meghalaya 1,358 Annual highest rainfall
in the world (1,142 cms)
Darjeeling West Bengal 2,177 Fverest and
Kanchanjanga can be
seen
Kalimpong West Bengal 1,219 Access through Siliguri
Ranchi Bihar 640 Queen of hills
Shillong Meghalaya 1,524 Jaintia hills
Kunjur Tamilnadu 2,053 Nilgiri hills
Panchmadhi M.P. 1,066 Hill station

Source : Collected by the Authors, 1998,

In 1GC abstract volume held in New York Wong Pob Poh (1992)
emphasized about appropriate Coastal Sites for resort development
(p. 684).

The sea beach resorts of Southeast Asia are at various stages of
development. Existing models of beach resort development do not
consider adequately the coastal site; the coast is often assumed to be a
single entity and the beach is treated as a linear sector. A classification
of the coastal sites for Southeast Asian beach resorts is proposed :

(a) Hard coast beaches

(b) Gravel beaches

(c) Low sandy beaches
(i) linear
(ii) seaward concave: crescentic, zetaform, horseshoe
(iii) seaward convex
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Siguificant aspects of the coasial sites will be discussed with reference
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