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Cartography Definition

Symbolization is an important skill in cartography, or map making. It is the process
of choosing an appropriate representation for specific features on a map. ... For
example, when symbolizing earthquakes on a map, using dots that are all of the
same color highlights the locations of the individual earthquakes.

QIEMILILID SjVeVE aleMILLSMS 2 [(HeuTHGalHev GSmIUI G LLUBSHSH6V
@@ (WNSHHWIDTET HMemUWTSIL. @& @ aUmJULSEH6 Sl
IDEFESHEHES UTBSSWMT UNrSpgssasmss C5ibHes0H&GID
@ & L6V (LNEDY HUITG LD. T(HHBHEHHITL LTS, (I UM TLL S H 6V
LLGLDLIBIGMETS GGG CUME, @CT BImsHe @UHEHEGLD L6TerlsHemerL]
LW et LI(h & SleU S &60t LI L L& LD LI 6rfleor @ LI Bgemer

T(HHBHEHHTLHHMS.



Cartographers use symbols to represent geographic features. For example, black
dots represent cities, circled stars represent capital cities, and different sorts of lines

represent boundaries, roads, highways, and rivers.
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Symbols are small pictures that stand for different features on a map. A symbol is often
drawn to look like what it represents. For example, a triangular shape is often used to
denote a mountain.
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Map projections: The foundation of the map is the plane on which it rests (whether paper or screen), but projections are

required to flatten the surface of the earth. All projections distort this surface, but the cartographer can be strategic about

how and where distortion occurs. Generalization: All maps must be drawn at a smaller scale than reality, requiring that the

information included on a map be a very small sample of the wealth of information about a place. Generalization is the
process of adjusting the level of detail in geographic information to be appropriate for the scale and purpose of a map,
through procedures such as selection, simplification, and classification.

Symbology: Any map visually represents the location and properties of geographic phenomena using map symbols,

graphical depictions composed of several visual variables, such as size, shape, color, and pattern.

Composition: As all of the symbols are brought together, their interactions have major effects on map reading, such

as grouping and Visual hierarchy.

Typography or Labeling: Text serves a number of purposes on the map, especially aiding the recognition of features, but

labels must be designed and positioned well to be effective.
Layout: The map image must be placed on the page (whether paper, web, or other media), along with related elements,
such as the title, legend, additional maps, text, images, and so on. Each of these elements have their own design

considerations, as does their integration, which largely follows the principles of Graphic design.

Map type-specific design: Different kinds of maps, especially thematic maps, have their own design needs and best

practices.


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Map_projections
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cartographic_generalization
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Map_symbol
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Visual_variable
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gestalt_psychology
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Visual_hierarchy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Typography_(cartography)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Page_layout_(cartography)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Graphic_design
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thematic_map
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