Scope of Human Geography
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Geography looks at the earth's surface from two different but interrelated
perspectives, known as systematic and regional. ... Human geography is the study
of the interrelationships between people, place, and environment, and how these

vary spatially and temporally across and between locations.
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Ellsworth Huntington gave a detailed description of
elements of human Geography, divided the whole
scope into two divisions

1. Physical Conditions
2. Human Conditions



Human geography is very much concerned with the physical conditions
because is affects human activity to a great extent According to Huntington
Physical condition includes a country or a location of a region, its climate,

Its landforms, its water bodies and soil and minerals etc.
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Huntington divides the elements of physical environments
Into 6 divisions

1. The Earth as a Globe

2. Land forms

3. Water bodies

4.Soil and Mineral

5.Climate

6.Plants and animals



The Earth as a Globe:

Location on a rotating, globe shaped earth is the keynote of geography, The
earth rotates east words on its axis once every twenty four hours. Causing
day and night. It also revolves round the sun once a year, and as its axis IS
inclined this motion causes the seasons . On or about March 21 and
September 23 the length of day and night is everywhere equal, so these
days are called the vernal, or spring, and autumn equinoxes. In the Northen
Hemisphere the shortest day is generally December 22 and the longest
June 22, and conversely in the southern Hemisphere. These dates are
called solstices. As the solar year is not a precise number of days, the dates

vary slightly in different years.
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2. Land Forms

Relief features of the earth may be divided into a few major classes.

Continents and ocean basins, with their various sizes and shapes, and the many
Islands appearing at the surface of the oceans which separate the continental
masses.

Minor relief divisions of the continents such as mountains, plateaus and plains.
Major sub divisions which include the minute forms of relief found in large sections of

plains, pleasures and mountains.
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3. Water Bodies

The detailed knowledge about the pattern of water bodies distribution brought into
the forefont the over whelming importance and extent of oceans on the earth
surface. The Hydrosphere covers nearly three-fourths of the earths surface as a
single and continuous expanse of water surrounding four great insular land masses
known as continents. Thus there is a total land area of 148,892,000 Sg.Km and a
total water area of 361,059,000 sg.km 29% of land and 71% of water.
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4. Soil and Minerals

Living beings depend upon the soil for existence : Plants directly, and animals and man
indirectly.

To act as a physical support of vegetation

To serve as a medium for storing water and bringing it into contact with the roots, and

To supply a small but essential percentage of the materials which are converted into plant
food by means of light.

Minerals wealth, as well as soil, is of vast importance, In Modern civilization, man draws
upon minerals every minute of the life.
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5. Climate

Climate depends on location it is greatly influenced by land forms and water
bodies, and influences them in return. Climate also has a great effect on the

character of plants and animals in different regions.
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0. Plants and Animals

It is almost impossible to think of the five great features of physical environment
without thinking also of plants. Animals also influence man is many ways. All the
plants and animals which have become mans partners have literally been

shaped by human effort.
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Human Response to Geographic Surroundings

The life history of a normal human being the record of a continuous sense of
iIncompleteness. On the animal plane there are numerous half — instinctive feelings
which may be called the primary human physiological needs, such as food, sleep
and clothing. A savage group in a thinly-populated region well stocked with food finds
little difficulty in satisfying its primary material needs, for nature provides the means

of satisfaction of the wants essential to existence.
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Elements of Human Geography weoflg LeNullwedSeor samiser (Finch and
Trewartha)

Elements of Human Geography

(Finch and Trewarth)

Physical Elements Population Cultural Elements

Settlements, agriculture,
manufacturing, industry,
trade and commerce and
transport et

Topography, climate, soil,
minerals, water bodies,
natural vegetation and

animals

Growth, distnbution,
density, migration and
composition
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LOEMEVLILIT MIGST 60Tl LUGH&H6T @hLILILI LTeng LMMINGH(H EHE Tem6V SH6iT
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GUETLOMeOT FLOMleVmIGET, alleusFmTuld QFUIL SFMHELOMT GLDbBlemey &6,
BevorL euemL (heuld LMMILD GQUIBLILISEHEE FTEHEHLDMTET GLDIBI6M6V &6iT
GLITEdTMEm6Y @) 85 M & T60T (P& T UG 5ITJ600T MRl &5 6T MG LD.



3. Blemmevmeor b 2/emILIL)

I0&HSHET QHMM&HL LITaUsy @ UGHUWley sSmeoorliLi(Gbn B
gleflliumey sLOUGSSLULGRMS. Weallsear  aUMpalsmnHELd
GLLUT (h L auSMHGLD BT 36rflliL] @ 6Tl WemnDUITSSI. 61 M6ooTL
VLS QSTLFaUMLFIWmev LUMTHSSLILGL UGS &Eamer . B
gleflliy mleombsll ULUGHS&T HE WWEHT ILTSHemuls
Qs mevor(heTermeor. UHG BT efllienliss Qosmeoor(heTer el @bl
FLG6U6TIHET AH & NHEHTLISH WS 68 meoor(heTer Cealemeruiley
AUMLFIWMY UTHSESLULUGML F&HEMTT  GMMEUTET N&HE&6T QST
600560 L& G1&M600T(H6ITETS.



4. LD 600T

2 UHL 26TeM YMMILT LTSS TH  GoHerflev  &mevorLlL (LD
GUETLOITEOT  6U6DOTL6L  LDeooT  LIGH&HET  ILFSHWTeT L& SH6T
SLUWIGLLEHmeTE: G &meoor (H6TETer. 6 GeTedT MoV @) 6med  GeU6IT 6T
Q& TLHlem6y 26endGHalEH eTm6eoT. HP&HEG LMHMID Q56T RNHEGS ST UIL
LGS &6l SILTSHWITET 0&HSH6T QFHTems SmeoorliL(GeUSMNES mIG
&HMeooTLILI(HLD  6UETLOTEOT LD60OT &HITE0T  &HITJE00TLDMEGLID. 2 _&ITJ600T LTS
@QBH W6V 2 66T HHBIMS LISTOTSHSTE G, LTSSl 2 6TeT FibIl
BHLI LI6TeTs 58MEE LnMMILD Feormalley 2 _6Tem ameUmhIGSIT LIGTOTES ST &
GUMedT LIGH STl 9L TSHHUIMET IDG&HS56T Ligeusy &meoorliLIGSma!.
LDOILMLD  LTem6V  LDeooT LUGHWITeT SF&HTIT  GH6e0Mm QUMTeT LDESE6IT
Q& TN &HMNUIE G & M60oT(h GITeTS.



5. GILITABETITSITIT LOM YLD 2T FNLI6V & IT(T6001155 61T

FUSHOMMN  QUITIMHETTSTY  GGLoblemey, GCealemevwlleremnln, DG

FRLLS Searemuwileveumenn, GUMHeLSH6T  Wmmitd  GUIMl
GUIMETMEmM6U H & LN G6IT G5 Te0 560 W 26185 @G 6l L1LISH) 606016V






