History of Tamil Nadu

Sources

The sources for the study of the history of Tamul Nadu

may be broadly divided into two divisions.

(1). Thn Literary sources and (2) The #.ruhaPL_rEﬂl"a'
sources,

1. The Literary Sources

The Literary sources are again classified into [ndigenous
Literatures and Foreign Literatures. o
The Indigencus Literatures ére sub-divided into
(a) The 'I:amil_ Literatures. (b) The Non-Tamil Literatures.

(a) The Tamil Literatures—Sangam Age

The Sangam Literatures and Post Sangam Literatures
are included in this division. They are the TﬂlLappum,
the Pattupatiu and and the Etwttogai. The tWO  epics,
Sslappatmkaram and Mammﬂkalal, apd the Patinenkil-
kanakku are the Puat ‘Sangam works.

(Sze the Chapter Sangam Age— Sources’

The Pallavas and the Pandyas :

For the study of the Pallava period, the hymns of the
Tevaram Trio, viz Appar, Sundarar and Sambandar, give
references to the Socio.ecomomic and the Religious condi-
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tion of the Pallava age. The Religious confict, the great
famine, and the Palleva and Chalukya conflict, may be
studied through these works., The Naliyira Tivya Praban-
dam of the Alvars is a Religious work. Yet, the hymns are
worth to be mentioned for the study of the invasions of
the Pallavas and the contemporary rulers. The war-.
materials used by the Pallavas and the Rashtrakutas are
mentioned. The Nandikkalambakam, a work dedicated
fo Naudwarman [11; The Bharata Venba, which refers to
the battle of Tellaru by Nau:l ivarman LI and the Pandik-
kovai are useful for historical studies.

PEI‘_}EED.LU'_ﬂﬂﬂm _of Seckkilar throws much light on the
historical evidences. He was the court post of Kulottunga
All. The Nayanmars, describzd in the Perivapuranam, were
the Pallava monarchs, the generals, the feudatories and the
saints of the Pallava or Pandya Kingdoms. Hence more
information abou! the events in the history may bz studied.

The Pandlkkcwal and Periyapuranam throw light for
the study of Pandgas. The Divya suri-Carita and the Guru
paramparai- are other cuntemp:rary Vaishnavite works.
Tl:i'li'h’l__d_l_}aﬂdl Puranam of Paran].r::-h also gives some historical
Sources.

The Cholas

In the Chola period, a great ¢ncouragement was received
from the public as well as from th: kings for writing poeri.
in Tamil. Many valuable works cam2 out during this period
l. Kalingattupparani of Jayamkondar refers to the expedition
of Rurunakara Tondaiman, 2. Qtakkuttar’s Muvarula
Kulottupga Cholan Pillai Tamil, and Takkayagap Parani
explam s0me 1mpnrt=1tll problems in the chola history.
Virasoliyam,  Thandiyalangaram, Kongudesa Rajakkal
Eha_n[gm, the Kamparam:yapnam, the Swakasmtamam and
i4 works of Sajva Siddanta throw light on the culture of the
People.
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sivagangai Charittira kummi, Panchalakkurichi Alivy

Charitira kummi etc. also give clu
lems in the history. € to some unsolved prob-

b. The Non-Tamil Literatures

.ThE Ramayana and the Mahabaratha describs the
sociely of _lhe Pandyas. Kapatapura of the Paﬂd;ag is
referred to in the Ramayana; Kautilya’s Arthasastra als®
. tions about the Pandyas. Lokavibhagam, a work
written Dy a Digambara Jainj Avanti Sundari Katasara of
Bharavi, Mattavilasa Prakasana of Mahendravarman are
some of the Sanskrit works of the Pallava period.

Sakti Patra’s Achcharya Sudamani, Unmar vasavaiatia
etc. alsouseful for our study. Vidyachakravarti, a court
poet of the Hoysala king wrote Katyakarnamrutam,
Gangadevi’s Madura Vijayam or Kambana Raya Vijayam
are the sanskrit works written in the l4th 15th centuries.
A detailed decription of Kumarakambana’s expedition is given

in the Madura Vijayam.

The Prabanamrutam and Saluvapyutam are the Telogn-
Literatures of the Later Pandyas.



2. Foreign Accounts.

Many foreigners visited India either for commerical
purpose or for visiting important Pilgrimage centres. Their
accounts about India become a valuable gsource,
#@Easthenm’ Indica refers to the Pandya kingdom.

Peripius of the Erythrean Sea, Ggography of Plolemy
are some of the foreign works which throw light on the early
poris and other trading centres. Mahavamsa, Dipavamsa etc,
refer to the date of Kajabahu of Ceylon and othar politcal
relations. These literatures also say about Narasimha I's

expedition to Ceylon. Livy and Pliny zlso give reference
about Tamil Nadu.

Hiuen Tsang, a Chinese pilgrim visited Kanchi, He has
given a vivid description of Kanchipuram. He also refers
to the famipe in the Pandya Couniry.

The aqmunts of Marcopolo say aboui the horse trding
and the socio-economic lifa of ths people. The Italian
visistor Nicolo Contr; the Persian ambassador Abdui Razak;
the Russian trader Atanasius Nikiring the Persian traveller;
Ferishta; the Portuguese interpreter Baposa and chroniclers
Domingos Poes and Fernao Nuniz have given a vivid

account about the Vijayanagara empire.

Il Archaeological Sources

The Archaeclogical sources may be classified into three
divigions.

! 1. Epigraphy and Copper plate
' 2, Numismatics
| . Monuments
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1. EPIGRAPHY AND COPPER PLATES :

Eplgraphy is the study of jnscriptions. These inscriptions
arefound on 1. The Rocks 2. The Pillars 3. The Caves
4. The walls of the temples and 5. The Copper plates.

1. The Rocks : Inscriptions of Asoka; Hathigumpha ins-
cription of Kharavela etc. some of the inscriptions found
out sjde the Tamil Country. Asoka’s attempt to spread
Buddhism by sending emissaries to the courts of the Cholas,
Pandyas,Cheras and Sinhalese is found in the inscriptions of
Asoka. Hathigumpha jnscription refcrs to the strong uni ity ﬂf
Tamil states,

2. The Pillars : Allahabed pillar Prasasti of Samudra-
gupta refers to 12 rulers of South India which include

Vishnugopa of Kaachi.

3. The caves: Tirupparangundram, Nagamalai, Anai-
malai, Kilkuyilkudi, Tirukkovalur, Kudumiyamalai efc. are
some of the ‘placss where inscriptions are found and they
give reference to the Sangam period.

During the Pallava and the Pandya period, number of
caves were carved out through out their empire.
Mandagappattu, Magendravadi, Tirchy, Sittannavasal,
Mamalapuram etc. are some of the caves of the Pallavas,
Here, the achievements, the titles etc. of the Pallavas are
mentioned on the walls, From the study of the Mantagap-
pattu inscription it is noticed that prior to the Pallava
period the temples were constructed with the help of the
perishable materials like timber, marter, wood etc.

The Rathas of the Mamallapuram also bear inscriptions
of the Pallava and the Chola period.

4. Temples ; Kanchi, Mamallapuram, Tanjavur, Gangai-
konda Cholapuram, Darasuram, Madurai, Tanjavur, etc.
are the places where big and small temples are found with
plenty of valuable historical inscriptions. They give
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e

jnformations about the expeditions, method of administra-
tion (Uttiramerur), and the social and economic life of the
people.

5. Copper Plates : The Copper plates were also used for
inscribing matters. They give the date, the name of the
ruler and the purpose of issuing such plates. They are found
in the Prakrit and Sanskrit languages. Hirahadahalli,
Gunapaﬂcya. Mayidavaly are some of the Pallava Copper
‘plates; Velvikkudi, Talavoypuram, Chinnamanur, Sivakasi
copper_plates describe about the Pandyas Tiruvalangadu,
Karaatai, Anbil, Leydon etc. are some of the Chola Copper

-— -

plates.

2. NUMISMATICS :

Numismatics is the study of coins. Bat the coins of the
anciznt period are not very helpful for the study. During
the Sapgam period, the Romans settled here and fissued
coins. The coins of these age are found at ﬂw,
Madurai ~and other places. The Pandva coins represent

e — e

fish; the Impe:rml Chﬂla coins depict the squating posture
‘of the tiger; Varaguna II issued gold coins with his name.
The coins of ‘ﬂ}ayanagara rulers, the Nayaks, the Sulta-
pates etc. give information to write history of the concerned
penud The prosperity and the social and economic status
of the people may be studied on the basis of the siz2 and
the metal used.

3, ;MQEEEEN_T:

The temples constructed during the various rulers of
Tamil Nadu give a clear picture of their tasts in Art. The
sculptore of these temples narrate the types of ornaments,
dresses and other materials used by those people. The
Mahisasuramartini Mandaba at Mamallai, the Kailasanatha
temple, Vaikunta Perumal temple etc, at Kanchi reveal the
shape and types of wap materials that they used. The des-
criptions of various gods are also identified from the
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sculptures of these temples. Different poses  of the
_'Z]E'Z_illg_ 3 E[i’_l! are |_.|j|.] nd _on the EE%HEH] qOPUra ol the
Chidambaram temple. -

The archaeological monuments also give more informa.
tions for reconstructing the history of Tamil Nadu. The
confributions of Bruce Foote and Mortimer Wheeler are
remarkable in various ways in the'field of excavations.

UTE_}'“F._ Madura etc. lhrnw mul:h Imht on tbe socio ﬂﬂd
economic conditions of the e arly period.

Ganga Devi's Madura vijayam narrates about the invasion
of Kumara Kampana in the Southern part. The Pandyan
Chronicle and the Mariyunjaya manuscripts throw more
information Ma!hural Chala Varalaru, Koil olugu, Chidambara

Eurama: Ehﬂkkanatha Ula, Haru;handra Purana etc, thmw

S
e pp——

of the Te!ugu and I{amnd:gas into the Tam:l country not
on!y changed the customs and conventions buat also language
and literature. [Jmarupulavar’s Sriasuranam, {ynapraham
[Jesikars Kanchikkalampaham, Farn njothiyar’s Cgu:lua*.guh,ua
pa{[]}fﬂl Ellappa Navalar’s Arumayanla_l:i and other literature
narrate The history “of the Nayak age. Plenty of Sanskrit
and Tamil literature throw light on the historicity of the
Maratha pcople. The 15th and 20th century lit§ratures, plenty
of manuscripts and official documents, governmeM Procedings
preserved in the Tamil Nadu Archives Madras c '
treasure house of infcrmation they provide sources (o s
the Revenue, Military, education and religious condition of
Tamil country under the British rule.

The volumes mentjoned couptry correspodence containo
the correspondence exchanged beiween the local powers
and the government, plenty of Judicial proceedings, officia)
Records of Arcot, the factory Records and Journals. The
Dijaries and Private Letters also give some valuable source
material for the study of history. The _private Diary of
Ananda Rangam pillai, courticr to Dupleix st Pondicherry
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is an authoritative record to study the social and political

Condition. The conflict between the French and English and
- . v

the secondary powers are beaufilully described. Darms of

S. R Lushmgtuu and his Report on the Tirunelveli cnuntry

‘and Jobn Hod_gps-:m on Journal on Tirunelveli portray the

Tu'unehrﬂh history and the Palayam of Panchalam Kurichi.

[}

\ William Fullarton’s Report to the Madras council (1784)
| and Thomas Monroe’s Report (1808)'; the private correspon-
| dence of Lord Macartrey (1781-85) 3 the personal and private

| jetters of Mrs. Annie Besant etc are highty valuable for the

| historians.



2. SANGAM AGE

SOURCES

The Sources for the study of t+l1e History of 'thur
Sangam Age can broadly be divided Into two categnr-wai.
Thay are 1. Literary Sources aod II Archaelogica

Sources.

I. Literary Sources: The Literary sources are Efgf.lin
classified into 1. Indigenous Literary sources and 2. Forieign
Literary sources.

Indigenous Literary sources are again sub-divided into
Tamil Literatures and Non-Tamil Literatures.

-

The Tamil Literary sources

The Age of Sangam is noted for the efflorescence of
Tamil Literatures. The classics of the third Sangam consist
of 1. Tolkappiam, 2. Eight Anthologies (1 (H S0 grema )
and 3. Ten Idylls (uda urc @),

The Tamil Literatures are divided into two broad
divisions, viz.  Aham, depicting  subjective rzactjons
particularly among lovers 1o amorous situatjons and
recollections of them ; and Puram, poriraying objective
facts and events, libsrality and war being the preponderant
themes.

1. Tolkappiyam

The very name refers 1o the ancient
Tolkappiyar is its author. He was one
Agastya. It is the greatest grammarics

classics.
of the disciples of
I work on Tamil.
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It contains 1276 Sutras, It speaks of the grammar of works
anu sentences, syntax, orthogeaphy and prosody, figures
of c<peech, the conduct of love and war and l}nma
raditjonal concepts of Soclology. The date of Tolkappiyam
should be second century B. C. This work contains thre®
chapters (adikaras) viz Eluttatikaram, Sollatikaram and

Porulatikaram, .

The Porulatikaram is immensely valuable for the writin
of the social and economic life of the people.

2, Eight Anthologies
The following poem describes the names of a2 Ettuthogai

BPUSmr Bsiey mpbPSTes @EiHDI H L
@Es wEDDLUS S lig uflur e

sPp st o s mb sBQWIH S5y D0 D
AsSpds e (.

I. Narrinai 2. Kuruntogai 3. Ain!ﬂlmﬂ.'-u i
4, Padirrup-pattu 5. Paripadal 6. Kahttogai
7. Agananuru and 8. Porananuru.

Aham-Poems dealing with Love

1. Narrinai ¢+ It consists of 400 stanzas which describs
all the five Tinais. 275 poets wrote these songs; The names of
the important sea-ports and ofher big towns ars found in this
work. Tondi, Korkai, Kunrur etc. are some of them. This
work was compiled by Pannadu Tanta Maran Valuti,

2. Kuruntogai: 205 poets composed all the 402 poems
of this work., Purikko patroojsed and Purikkudi Kilar
compiled these songs. The poems of Atimantivar, Iraivanar,
Vellivitivar are found in the Kuruntogai, The names of the
rulers like Ori, Pari, Nalli etc.; places like Sirumallur, Urantai,
Mantaj are found. The social life of the Sangam Age is
beautifully described in this work. The poem (135) describes

“ il Cuws mpLsuidy 2 0IGT, surgm s
wSaruyeny wsafld b gt oudt'
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1, Ainkurunurua : The ]I‘I[I"l'l"i DanlPﬂEi}'ﬂr- ﬁ‘-m"'lll".“ﬂﬂﬂ.l',
Kapilar, Otalantaiyar and Peyanar composed 200 poems, in five
divisions of U0 poems each, desciibing the five Tinais.  These
poems were compiled by Pulatturai Murriyd Kudalur Kilar,
The character of the three rulers were described in these
poems. The socio economic life of the people are narrated in
this work.

4. Ahananuru : It al:o deals with five Tinais. It consisis
of 400 poems. It is otherwise called Neduntogai. TIhis work,
written by 145 poets was compiled by Ukkirapperavalutiyan
under the pationige of the Pandya ruler ‘Ukkirapperuvaluti.
It also deals with five Tinais. Dr. C. B Ramachandran in
his work on Ahananuru in its historical settings has given a
beautiiul account of the historical materials of these poems.
Mauryan invasion of South India is referred to in this work
by M:mularar., Arvan influence, Local administration, dresses
and ornaments, Yavanpa’s trade are some of the historical
gources. Tittan, Talaivanankanattu Seruventra Neduncheliyan,
Karikalan, Attanatti are some of the names of the rulers found
in this work. '

5. Kalittogai : It consists of 250 poems, dealing with
five Tinais. Kurinjikkali is sung by Kapilar, Marutakksli by
Marutanila Nakanar, Mullaikkali by Cheolan Nalluruttiran,
Neitarkali by Nalluotuvanar & Palaikkali by Perunkkadumko.

Puram-Poems dealing with war etc.

6. Patirruppattu @ Lt is a quasi-historical collection of
teh decades of verses, composed by ten different poets. Each
throws light on a single chera monarch. The first and teoth
decades are not available. At the end of each decad: the name
of the poet, the king on whom the decade was :upg and the
gift bestowed on the poet are given. Karur, Musiri. Tondi
are some of the important places of thz cheras. Uliyan cheral,
Imayavaramban, Nedunchelivan, Palyanaichelkelu Kutiuvan,
Cheran Chenkuttuvan etc, are some of the Chera kings. The
intimation of the chera king with the Tamil poets are described.
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7. Purananuru: Each of 400 stanzas of Porananur
contains between 4 and 40 lines. 1€0 pocts composed these
songs. These poems were composed in honour of 18 Chera,
13 Chola, 15 Pandya kings and a number of chicftains of
Tamilaham. This work gives a very valuabls information fog
writing the political history of the thres kings.

8. Paripadal : It deals with both Aham and Puram
Though it consists of 70 poems, only 22 po2ms are now
available. The socio and religious life of the people of
Madurai can be studied from this work. The worship of
Tiramal, Murugan, Korravai etc, are described in this work.

3. Ten ldylls (Pattuppattu)
Pattuppattu comprises of ten longer poems,
The following poem mentions the names of the Ten Idylis.

“aeme Gurmpr o ursefiFalr®  apsbZ
Qums sumwgimrd srEpd — wmafafu
Garen ApHpsd eursm. Gswsd FHhiehd wligear
wé& s rd Garpd uim ™

l. Tirumurukarruppadai 2. Porunararruppadaj
3+ Sirupanarruppadai 4. Perumbaparruppadai
5. Mullaippatta 6. Maduraikkan jj

7. Nedunlavadai 8 Kuriojippattu

9. Pattinappalai 10. Malaipadukadam,

Like Ettutogai, the above mentioned works are classified
on the basis of their themes into Aham and puram

1. Timmurugarrupj;aggi_ This work, composed by
Nakkirar,. confains 317 lines. It is a quasi-relizgious poem.
The author shows the way to a devotee to attain the supreme
bliss of Lord Muruga at the six places called Arupadamdu
They, are |I. Tiruchiralaivay (Tiruchchendur) 2. Tiruvavi-
nankudi (Palani) 3. Tiruveragam (Swamimalai) 4 Tirups
parankunram 5. Kunrutoradal 6. Palamudircholai. This
work throws light on th2 strong faith of ths people on religious
practices, their dresses and ornameants etc.
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: " Pﬂrunararruppadii It was unmpnﬁﬂd by Mudattamak.
Lanu.}.-"_ It comtains 24% lines. This pocm throws light on
the heroic deeds of Karikalchola,  The singing and acting of
Porunar, the bards, the decription of the yal efcare also
described,

3. Sirupanarruppadi: The suthor Nullur Nattattanar shows
the way to goto Nalliyakkodan, the king of Oymanadu. It
refers 1o all seven vallals chiefiains) Nalli, Ori, Pegan, Pari
a:nd Kari noted for charitv are also described. The poverty
life of the Paradavar, the virali and her dance are given. It
contaias 269 lines,

4. Pff“mPEnarruppadal; It contains 50) lines. Kadi-
yalur Uruttirankannpanar, also the auther of Pattinappalai,
composed this poem. The Socio-economic life of the people
of Mullai, Marudam and Palai are narrated.

5. Malsipadukadam : It is otherwise called Kuttararrup-
padai. Perunkausikanar is the author of this work. A dancer
who had received rewards from a cheif. Vel Nannan suggists
another dancer to approach the chief in order to reczive similar

gilts.
Aham

6. Kurunjippatu : Kapilar is the author of this poem. Iy
contains 261 lines. It describzs the love life of the Tamil
people. The name of 99 flowers are described in these work-
Sin e this poem describes the Kurinjittinaj, it is called Kurin-

jippattu.

7. Muliaippattu: It contains 103 lines; Nappudnar com-
posed this poem. The life of the people of the Yadavas and
the Kar-season are beautifully described in this work, The
kind and, sweet words of the kings towards his soldiers: who
received wouuds in the battle-field and the nature of the
expenditions are narrated in this work,

8. Pattinappalai: It is & love poem. [t contiorg

501 lines. It gives a beautiful description of the port Kavirip-



Sources-Sangam Age 3l

pumpattinam. Kadiyalur Uruttirankannanar is the author ol
this poem. The theme of this poem centres around the refusal
of the hnsband to part with his sweetheart, even if he were to
be presented the city Kavirippumpatiinam as a gift. The
valure of Karikala and the commerce and trade of the Chola
country are described. These, descriptions are coincided with
the archaeological excavations.

Puram-Poems dealing with war etc.

9. Nedunalvadai 1 It was composed by Nakkirar. It
contains 181 lines. It describes about Talayalankanatto
Cheruvenra Neduncheliyan. It gives a beautiful description
of the feeling of the queen who was left behind in the palace
by the king. The suffering of the cold season and bloosos
ming flowers are also described.

10; Maduraikkaniji : It consists of 782 lines. It was
composed by Mangudi Marudanar. This work gives a vivid
account of the Pandyan kingdom, its army, Capital, Seaports
etc. It also refers to the social life of the people and the
belief of the people on astronomy.,

Post-Sangam works

The Padinenkikanakku and the Twin epics are the posi
Sanpam works. This group is the continuation of the Sangam
composition.

I, Padinenkilkkanakku

It denotes literary pieces, composed in the Asiriyappa
.metre, and each one of them is comparatively small in size.

The following poem gives the names of the eighteen works,

“ Brevlg. BAsl wemfl BTewr DU g bSsmenr ol
urst s(fsh Garmmeu upIwry — wrapsub
Flstreflmey arepfluy. Gavsur F SuwssiruGs
msfemn Gurird $Hpdsamds
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‘Thn Kilkkanakka works do not belong to the same periad.
Again these eighteen works are classified into three divisions
on the basis of their themes viz 1. Moral 2. Aham and
3. Puram themes.

MORAL WORKS

Name Poems Author
i. MNaladivar 400 Jains

2. Naomanikkadigai 101 Naganar

3. Ionanarppadu 40 Kapilar

4. Iniyavainarppadu 40 Pudancheantanar

5. Tirikadugam 100 Malladanar

b. Asarakkovai 100 Peruvayin Mulliyar

7. Palamoli 400 Munruraiarayanar

3. Sirupanjamulam 100 Kariyasan

9. Elau 80 Kanimethaviyar
10. Mudumolikkanji 100 Kudalurkkilar
11. Muppal (Kural) 1330 Thiruvalluvar.

Tirukkural : Tiruvalluvar is the author of this work. Ii
is by far the most outstanding production of the Padinen-
kilkanakku. It contains (330 poems, divided equally into
133 chapters. Each chapter contains 10 poems and each poem
has two lines. The posms deal with the objectives of Aram,
Porul and Inbam (Dharma, Artha and Kama)

AHAM POEMS

Name Poems Auihor
12. Aintinai Aimpatu 50 Maran Poraivanar
13. Tinaimali Elupatu 50 Kannan Sentanar
14. Aintinai Elupatu 70 Muvatiyar
15. Tinaimalai Nurraimpatu 150 Kanimetaviyar

60 Pullan Kadanpar

16, Kainnilai
Kannan Kuttanar

17. Karnarppatu ' 40

Kalavali Narppatv : It is composed by Poygaiyar. It is
a war poem in forty stanzas, dealiog with the confict bstween
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Kanaikkal Irumporai and Senkanan in the battle of Kalo-
malam,

Il. The Twin-Epics
The Twin-EFi:r:_arfa Siiﬂppﬁihikaram and Manimekaiaa.

Silappathikaram ; Itis an unsurpassed gem though its
authorshis ard dite are not free from besetiing doubts, This
is written by Il ingovadigal. Tha reason for writing this epic
is mentioned by the author in th2 following lines :

S Fud I iGsrmd s opditahn o6 sToLh
ewprid ugfolds wtpEsrtd adsgad

o i sl s 0 on 45 abs ol (Hih sTeirugr o b

i slilsmer & Feoiby sopamwsae Audugserh

The Thems of this Epic is based on Silampu (anklet). I
is woven around K vilan, a rich merchant of Puhar, Kaanaki,
his wife and Madavi, a dancing girl.

This is dividzd into Puharkantam, Maduraikkantam,
Vanjikkantam dealing with the Chola, Pandya and Chera
Countries respeciively. This Epic provides mate:ial of

immense value for writing the socio-economic history of the
Tamil.

Manimekalai: [t forms the sequel of the Silappathikaram,
Manimekalaj was the daughter born of Kovalan and Madavi.
She was a devatee of Buddhism and so naturally it provides a
vivid exposition of toe Philosophical doctrines of Buddhjsm.
It also contaias an exposition of logical fallacies,

I, The Non-Tamil Literatures

Ramayana and Mahabarata give one or two references,
The Ramayapna r«fcrs to the prosperity of the P ndyas, who
were famous for pearis acd gems.  The capital of the Pandyas
is mentioned as Kapatapura, The Mahabarata also d::cribes
about the Pandyas Kauulya's reference (in his Arthasastra)

sbout the Pandya Kavata is only to the Paodyas of Madurai,
3
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Il. Foreign Literary Works

1. Megastanes: Megasthanes wrote what all he heard
about the South. He refers to the Pandya Queen and the
kingdom. H: says that the k'ngdom was organised into 165
villages and each vil'age had to bring the royal tribute to the
freasury every diy. Ba:sides some valuable historical sources,
he points out some unbe jevahle matters like one- legged mfn,
gold-digging ants, winged borses, Seven years girl giving birfh
Iﬂr s child ear nf a person touching the floor etc.

2. Strabo : He b:lopged to Rome. His work. Geography
gives a vivid picture of the socio and economic life parti-
gularly Commerce ard Trade of the Tamils in the Sangam Age.
He refers to the Pandyan embassies to Augusiu. and describes
the nature of their duty. His ref'e.ranne about 120 ships from
Hermus to Tamil Nadu, throws much light on export and
jmport of the sangam people. i

3. Pliny: He is also a Roman historian. His account is
also u eful for w iting the history of Tamil Nadu His work,
njatural history-throws light on the Commerca of Tamilaham
with Rome, which drained Rumnu wealth to the extent of 55
mnlh:}n Sf:bh.‘:n.cs every year :u return Tor—pearls, ivory, musiin

and other luxaries

4 The Periplus of the Erythracan Sea: The name of
the author of this work is not known. He is a native of
Bgypt. This work beloiged to the fourth quarter of the
1st Century A. D. Musiri, Tondi, Nirkunram etc, are some
of the Sea ports found in his work H> also refors to the
coptact of th: Romans with the 8=a Ports of Western India.

5. Ptolemy : He has prepared the famous ‘Map_of the
World’. He belonged to the 2nd Century AD. He Aerived
information from other writers and drew the map. This map
js very useful to get geographicai knowledge of Indis. His
the important Sea Ports and towns heip us to

reference 10
Tanil Literatures. He has mentioned

compare them with thz



o | ||_||I.-,'I"|-

iwne*thhngnm Age - f’ 15

the places like Musirjs Kalsi Ka
i Musirjs, rias, Vak '
Roithor, g1t ikkarai, Koreoura,

6 The Ceylonese Chronicles: The cevlonese chroniclss
Ashavimsa, Dipavamsa- and Rajavali give very valuable
informaiion 10 fix the Age of Sangam. Through these chromi-
<les, it is identified that there occured three deluges which

destroyed a large southern part of Ceylon.
2. Archaeological Sources

The Archaeological Sources are classified into | Epigra-
ohy 2. Numismatics and 3. Monuments,

l. Epigraphy

Epigraphy is the most copious and authentic source for

writing the history. But, for the study of the Sangam Age,
the inscriptions are very limited.

MNon-Tamil inscriptions

I. _Rock Eidct Il of Asoka: It meations the existence of
fivs Tamil kingdoms. They are 1. Ths Cholas 2. the
Pandvas, 3. Satvaputras 4. K-eralaputras (Cheras)
S, Tamraparni. They ar: mentioned as the neizhbouring
independent kingdoms of th2 South during the rule of Ascka.
Rock Ed t XIII al.o refers to ths Chola, the Pandya and the

Tamraparni.

2. Hathigumpha joscription of Kharavela: This inscrip-
djon htiﬂnged'iu' the first half of the Second Century B.C.
1t refers to toe existence of a league of Tamil Countries, This
league existed for about i1} years. Mamuianar narrates
{Aham, 251) about Maurya’s attempt to coaqusr the Tami|
countries; but it ended in smoke.

Tamil inscriptions -

3. Tirukkovalur Inscription : I8 mentions about the
self-immolation of Kapilar, the court poet and close [1iead- of
Pfiq'r_I,_vTh::uﬁa_t_hE Cheiftain of the Sangam Age. It réfers to
the 0.7l oistom during th: Sangam Age.
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4. Kalugumalai jnscription : It is a Brahmi script, Iy

mentions the names of the cavers of the rock-cut beds that

they contain or of their occupants.

5 Kudumiyanmalai ihscription : Thi: belonged to the

later Pallua Period, dated during the rule of Mih ndravar-
man. It givés a vivid pictuce of the traditional musical note.

6. .Velvikkudi Grant: It refers (o the Sengam Pandya
king, Palyabasalai Mudukudumi Peruvaluti

7. Other inscriptions: Inscrirtions found at Tirupparans
kundram, Karur, Nigama'ai, Anaim:lii. Sirrannavayil etc.
of the Sangam Age also throw light on the historicity of the

Sangam Age.

Il. Numismatics

The rulzrs of Tamil Nadju did not give much imporfances o
goins. Due to various political and soci | reasons, the coins
werz not used much for a long time till the rise of the later

Pallavas-
The great conitoversy of the chronology o! the Sangam
period can definitely be fixed on the basis of the Roman coins
excavated at Arikkamedu, Veliur and Madura. Schoff remarks
tsmost of the coins of Tamill Nadu b:longed to Tibar.us, Coli-
gula, Claudius and Nero and soms of them to Vespasian and

Titus®®*. The coins excavatzd at Madurai bzar ih: imperial

head and the Roman :old.ers.

The Yavanas issued coins at Madurai & Puhar on their own
accord for their own use. The ancient Tamil rulers had issued
punch marked coiis. Though barter system occupied an im--

portant place, coins were also ia usaze. The main defect of

these coins is the absencz of any leg:nd on it. The recent

discovery at Andippatti in the North Arcot District clears the
fact that the Sangam chi:ftains bad also issved coins. These
coins were issued by S ntan, who b:longed to the 21d century
A. D. at Kavi ippumpattiiim and Kanchi were the plice where
coins were minted. Some blocks were found out here.
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M. Monuments

Arikkamrdu, Adichchanallur, Urasiyar, Kalaiyur, Tiruk-
kampuliyor, Kanchi, Tanjivur are some of the sites which
$how the condi.ion of the Sangam Aze.

I Arikkamedu 1 Jouvea Dubreuil discovered this site in
1937 and excavation was conducted i1 1941, Sir Martimes
Wheel:r discovered a Roman factory at Arikkamedu The
fl'il'll:'ings are the Mediterrnacan pottery, coins, gems, glass
bowls of the Roman empire. These discoverizs corroborated
with the relerences found in the Sanegm poems. This shows
the close commericial contact with the Roman empire. Plo-

lemy refers to this place as “Poduke™.

2, .Adichchanallur ; It is found on ths southern bank of
the river Tamraparoi i the Tirunelveli disuict, Bruce Foote
discovered this piace. Iron swords, daggers, gold and bronzs
diadem, anjnal figures bronze utensils etc are some of the
finding: of his excavation. The excavation of this place shows

the exj:tence of Muruga woiship

3. Ursiyur; The excavation at this place reveals the
existence o f rouletted ware dated to the 2nd ceniury B.C. to
the 2nd century A.D.

4. Kileiyur : The Archaeologists unearthed a Buddhiss
Vihara, constructed by burnt bricks, a votive stupa, a rese-
voir, a massive brick platform etc. in this site.

5, Tirukkampuliyur (Trichy) s A massjve structure, pro-
bably a granary for the agrarians, consisting of two compart-
ments with a verandah is excavated in this place.

6. Kanchi: The amphores for ttoring wine, the pots
shells with Diahmi lctters, 15 Satavabaoa ceins, a 16-fooi
habiat-on deposit etc. are some of the noteworthy discoveries

of this place.

7. Tanjavur : Roman Pottery, coins etc. were unear-
thed Lere.
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Dutie i -

. t::t.s on lmports and exports were collected at the harbouys
Et {nappalm}_ Government alsa levied extra taxes on

cerfain - occasions. Tax remission was also there if any un.

usual happenings occured.

Corrency :  The exchange of thing among the varions
lands are referred to i the Sangam Literatures. The references
about the us age of the coins may be studied from the gifts of
the Kings to the posts and tha coins unearthed at Arikkameduy,

Expenditure : A large share of the revenue was spent on
the frequent wars, Another share was spent for the emolu
mf.:ts. Dams were constructed across the river, forts were
built and liberal gifts were given to the poet bards, actors
and dancers,

2. Sangam Age

8. Social life

Much authentic information on the soclal condition of
the Sangam Age can be gathered from the Sangam Literatures.
The following topics may be studied in this chapter.

7i) Five fold Physiographical divisions
(i) The Caste system_ |

(iil) Social life of the people

(iv) Position of women

e

(i) Five Physiographical division s

The people of the Sangam age led calm life according to
their regular occupations. The people had different mod es of
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Potraphical division of
cilled Kurinji, Mu
§ lived ip the

their lands calleq Tinajs.
Marudam, Neithal anq p
region, shepherds jn the
fishermen jn the Neitha) and hunterg jp the Palaj
Their habits and customs; Professions and dutijes;
worshio differred from ope region tq another;
dependent in ope way

or other,
region may be studied her

They are
ﬂlﬂi. |'!_'|1l1tgr
Mulla)

1,

Yet they were
A clear Picture of each

L. Kurinji: Hill ang its surroundings
Kurinji. The People who lived in those places
hunters (Kuravar), The rich people among them
Poruppan. Silampan, Verppan and Kodichepj,
Wwas named as Sirukudi, It Was also called g
Tiger, Yali, Ox Elephant, Pig etc , were the anjmals, snake,
crocodile etc, were also there; birds like Parrot, Pea-cock
were closely conmected with their life; Teak, Sap
bamboo, Vengai efc., were some of the trees;
Kandal flowers were known to them, They were familjar with
bamboo rice, toddy, edible roots and honey. Spears, shields,
bows and arrows etc., were thier weapons.  They played with

the instruments like Kurinji-Yal (with Kurinji Pan). The Gog
of this region was Murugan.

W2re called
Were called
were called
Their village
3 Kurichchi,

2. DMullai :  Forest and its surround
Mui;}. lt was named alter Jasmine, _
two—Kurinji and Marutham, 8o the people were :ailted 1daij-
ar, The rich class people were f:alied Kurumpﬂrallﬂadan,
}]r"m;;ral Manaivi and Kilathi. Idaiyar, Ayar, Aychchiyar etc.,
WEre ’I'.';ﬂ middle class piople. As thay wers cowherds, dome.
ication of amimals like hen, sheep, cows, buffaloes ete.,
- mon. Based on barter system they exchanged
hzc_a e -?mmducts for other kinds of food-stuff, Rjce Was
me.“ ny ldpfﬂud They were chief producers of fruits Lanl
thein Stﬂ.’lf: mai!-; and millet. The places where they lived
s l:led Padi, Cheri, Palli etc., Mullai yal was the musjcal
?H‘;z‘:uignt. Their chief deity was Tirumal,

5

ings were ealled
It was in between the
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e

3. Maradam : Land and its surroundings were call.,
Marudam. It derives its name after a flower of mistle trep
Agriculture was the chizf occupation of the people. Ulayy,
Kadsiyar, Ulathiyar, Kadaisivar were the people lived in gh;.
region. Uran, Mahilnan, Kilathi, Manaivi, etc, were th,
high class people. Paddy, the chiel crop was cultivated j,
different varities such as Poonel, Vennel and Chennel. Fruits
like jack fruit, plantain, sugar cane, palmyrah also grown.
They also adopted the barter system—salt and sea-fish from
the Paradavar; milk and milk-products from Ayar and the njj
produce from the Kuravar. Animals like cow and buffaloes.
birds liks stork; fiowers lik2 lotus and trees like Vanchi ang
Kanchi were said to be found in their rzgion. Their musjca]
instruments were Marudayal and Kinai. They worshipped
Indra, the rain God.

4. Neydal : Sea and its surroundings were called Neythal,
It derives its name after the flower of a plant that grew in the
backwaters of the place. The hizgh class pzople were called
Cherpan, Pulamban, Parathi, Nulaichi. The middle class
people were called Paratavar, Valavar, Nulaiyar, Alavar,
Nulachiyar and Alathiyar, Fishing was the chi:f occupation
and the fishermen were known as Minavar. They exchanged
fish and salt for other kinds of requirements. House with large
godowns were built by them. They used to burn in the terracas
through out the night which served as light houses. They
took to liguor and toddy. Neydal yal, Vilariyal etc, wers:
the instruments on which they played on. Flowers like Ney-
dalpu, Talampu, Mundagapu were in this region, Thejr ha-
bitation was called Pattinam or Pakkam. Kandal and Vendal
were the flora and ge2se and lark were the fauna of this region
They worshipped Varunao, th: God of sea.

5. Palai: Whenever nature fajled in any one of the
Tinais it can be attributed to Palai. This region was inhabited
by Maravar Eyinar, and Marathiyar. They took hunting and

obbery. They hunted animals like deer. rabbit and porcupine.
They ate the flesh and meat of the hunted animals  They used
to take to”dy, the intoxicant, Highway robbery and warlare
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were their occuptions.  Vultures were the fauna of this region.
horravai was the chiel Goddess worshipped by them.

‘Thus the occupations of the prople bacame improved from
fishing to agrjeulture which in turn promotad the prosperity
and happiness of the people.

Il. The Caste System

Vettuvar, Irular, Pallar etc. were the names found even
in the carly period of the Sangam As notic:d in the five
Tinais, the people who lived in the five divisions of lands were
called Kuravar in Kurinji, Ayar in Mullai, Ulavar in Maru-
dam, Paradavar in Neydal and Maravar in Palai Among
these divisions, there were lower and higher classes who were
called in separate names. Inter-marriage systems though
appeared to be in practice, was strongly opposed Vettuvar,
Kanavar, Eiyinar and Kuravar were hunters and cultivators
in the mountains; Kovalars wers cowherds; Ayar ¢xiracted
ghee and Idaiyar reared sheep. They were aiso callad
Kon. The people of the Marudam land were called
Ulavars or Vellalars. Paratavar lived in th: coastal areas
and Maravas in the Palai lands. The Maravas were war-
like people. The Panar, Viraliyar, Porunar Kuttar Kuttiyar
etc., were the artisan group The Tutiyar and Pulaiyar
lived outside the villagz and perform:d funeral obsequies.
Though it is stated thit untouchable was not in practice
there were low caste and upper caste which may be due
10 their professions. Brahmins occupied the highest status
in the later period. Ilisinan and Ilipirappalan were doing
the menial jobs like washing the taboo clothes, removing
the skin of the animals and burning dead bodies.

Fourfold Varnasrama was known to the Sangam people,
Tolkappiar says about Brahmanas, Kshatri/as, ~Vaisyas
and Sutras. Brahmins were called Anthanar. In short
‘¢ the social division was gﬂﬂ-Et‘ﬂphiEﬂI and horizontal and no

hierarchical and vertical,”
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I, Sgclal_li_fe__g_f___the FEGE&!?

1. -Eamily life : The man was the head of the family.
His duties were to earn wealth and to look after the lamily

He gave the entire amount to his wife, and gave freedom to
spend as she desired. Foster,mothers and foster fathers also
lived in the family. Segregation of family after the marriage
from their parents and leaving the wedded wife alone ang
moved to some other place were also there,

l.ﬂl{_ﬂ_ujga\:_ The Housing varied according to the
region @nd occupation in which the people lived. It is said

that the houses were noted for their simplest kind in Kurinjj
and Neydal. Mullaj and Marudam had houses built of mud
and burnt bricks. Calves were found to be tied to pegs with
tong strings. The flooring of the houses was done with
cowdung but sandal paste was used by the rich The less
earned people built their houses, roofed with thatches of grass
or the leaves of palm trees. The houses of the aristocratic
classes had porticos and open terraces. Nedunalvadaj describes
a beautiful harem in the palace of Neduncheliyan. King and
queen had a very luxurious bed rooms. The cots were made
of ivory legs. Houses were painted with beautiful figures of
deities, birds and animals; Gardens were maintained in front
of the houses, Buildings with several storeys were found,

3, Food: Rice formed the chiel food of the people
They used cold rice and par boiled rice. Maize and millets
were also caten. The people of Kurinji took Kadalai, Kallu
etc, Jaggery mixed with tamarind called Tinpuli was taken.
Poor people had to feed on green vegetables like beans and
bitterguard. Panar ate the cheap varieties of fish and some-
gimes they took the flesh of elephants killed in the battle,
Avurmulankilar speaks about the abundance of curd, milk
and ghee which were commonly used. Mallar ate snails;
Kuravar took the porcupines and Fishermen ate the flesh of
torfoise. Toddy was common' among all people. Juice
extracted from palmyrah and sugarcame, was also proved to
be their drinks.
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.4 Agriculture : Agriculture was the basic economy and
‘ncluded the raising of cotton, pepper, rice and sugarcane.
(Sripsi guib syis 1Rt om g @ ewath). The peasant was much res-
Pected. His life was the only life worth the name, the life of
all the rest being one of servitude and sycophancy.

3. Cuarpenter+~—The well-developed houses with multi-
storeyed buildings and great palaces wlith many number of
doors and windows; the hug: fort with an clevated entrance
through which elephants could go freely are the examples of
carpentry of Saogam Age. It is said that a skilled carpenter
is said to have talent of constructing as many as Eight chariots
with in & day. Nedupaivadai narrates about the cot of the
Pandya Queen. The legs were made of ivory. Boats and
ships were also constructed by them. Boat's frontaze was
finished off with a horse head.

6. Weaver :- Weaving and Spinning assumed great pro-
ficiency. Men, women and even children were engaged in
this work, Among the women, widows took to weaving
and spinniog. Women engaged in the spinning of coiton
yaro, Were called Paruttippendir. Silk and Wollen cloth were
also woven. Silk was known only by China. Separate class
of tailors were also there. Puramanuru describes, $tbeautiful
cotton cloth so fine that the eye cannot follow ths course of
yarn and cloth bearing such designs as make it look like the
slough of the snake"’.

1. Potier s The potters were called Kuyavar, They
were skilled at making pots and vessels out of mud,

“» Smiths : Gold smiths, called Porkullar, made orna-
ments of gold, silver and pearls. Some of the goidsmiths
made ornaments only for the Kings and Queens and they are
called Aranmanai Porkollar, He was assisted by more than
hundred Goldsmiths.

Blacksmiths made new war materials. It was thsir duty.
HEah  amFzd  QsrpEgs RQsrdsoddisd sLGor’
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Thev also repaired household articles and agricultural imple-
ments. Their service was also used for making ships.

9, Painters (See Fine Arts—In the Sangam AgE)

10. Washerman: Washermen were known as Vannars.
Ahananuru calls them as Kalivar, The wile was called Pulatti_
Thev washed the cloths with a kind of soil called Uvarman,
The method of usiog starch to the clothes; ayvoiding coloured
dregsses to dry them in the sun etc., aré some interesting
features.

11. Culture: A Strong ethical sense and a responsive-
ness to finer semsibilities would appear implanted in the
consciousness of the Tamils. It was the duty of the house-
holders to entertain guests and they would not fake anything
leaving the guests outside. Even il it was midnight lhey
would receive their guest happily. (“@sisfd apuISId
aimbs eufier aeudi®’) Even if one is unable to do active
good, one should abstain from evil, as being the only way to
win the approval of society and happiness herealter.
(¢ pusgl Qs appfrruignd Syshg AFigen gtk LjBair,™)

In their trade, th=y did not sell things at higher rates.
A true friend will stay by you in adversity, though he may be
different to you in your prosperity. Even if a friend gave
poison he would consume it pleasurably,

W ap fhsn & uﬁaimﬁgj .[EI;E'LJI'.&&I.[BL}LE-QJIE -
b5 LD @ sgor i peofl 5r afias .



1. The Sangam Age
9. Women of the Sangam Age

Ichinine beauty was exemplifiesd throuhout Sangam
litecature. ' Great signi‘icance was attaclied to the chasily of
women. Women mastered education, poetry, muic and drama.
Women were experts in literature and grammar. Hospiality
and patriotism were conspicuous qualities of the women
of the Sangam Age. Their culture and love further bzautify
their personality.

Status : Women of the Sangam age had: many respon-
silities. Though husband earned money, it was her daty to
preserve it for the maintenance of her family. They enjoyed
a respectable status in the society.

Their occupations differed from one land to another, but
their patriotism, unity, chastity and hospitatity remaiaed
the same,

Education : The women excelled in various aris like
music, drama, dance etc. Women excelled in education
Lyrics composed by wome*u poets are monumental evidences
of their mastery of education. Natchellajyar, Nakaiyar,
Nanmullaiyar, llaveyiniyar, Nappasalaiyar, Mudathama Kan
niyar, ponmudiyar, Kakkaipadiniyar, Mullmyar - Velli Vee-
dhiyar were some of the famoue women poets of the age-
The mastery of grammar by Kakkaipadiniyar is amply
kaown by the two grammar books known as *‘ Kakkai

padiniyam ** and “Siru kakkai padiniyam "'

Married Life :

Marriage : Usually the marriage was conducted in the
harvest season There is, in fact, little definite information

1 Qefapp Sopyn Ssbsmoupd QFdgl
Sfajth Smeniowjn GuSTur  sOTs.
(Tolkappium - Porui = 13)
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bearing a reference to tali. The bathing of the bride by four
women who had their husbands and children living, the
marrige pandal strewn with (resh sand, the music of the
marriage drum. the worship of gods, and the preiercnce for
the celebration ol marriage on a day in the Lrighl hall_of
the month when the moon was with Rohini, The marriag:
was conmsummated the same night.

After the arrival of the Aryans the ritual and ceremony
were introduced, but there is no clue to fix the dale when

this happened.

The spontaneous comine-together of the sexes (Kamak-
Kuttum); secret marriage (Kalava); open alliance contracted
with the consent of parents (Karpu); unequited or unila-
teral love (Kaikkilai); and improper love (peruntinai) were
some of the types of the marriages.?

People of sangam age considered good qualities absoln.
tely essential for a happy married life. Parents will look
for tem uniformities.

Marriage was coiducted in non<Aryan fahion, without
fire and without circumvznting the fire. Agananuru (56)
describes vividly the marriage ceremony of the Sangam age. 3
Marrisge conducted in the ag: of Silappathigaram was of

Aryan fashion.

2 @y algen spabrape g oRELr D
amay Poss svo aurddd
FampCu s nGw cowitdaur® HmAaer
npsmpupd Sarhs gldars umaCu,
(Tolkappiam - May - 235)

3 arsBenyp wsefit prioad fan
&b Teflsir suprg Bhus 2 Safl
GupGprd Suil@h (FoaTawl wirdssor
BCrrp Qrafips sfsp Hyuf. (Agam)
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The love of the lady towards her sponse was bigrer 1han
the carth, higher than the sky and deepsr than the sea.’
Parents happily handed over their danghter to hsr husband,
The bride perspired thanks to the weight of the ornaments.®
Whetlher Thali was tied in the Sangam Age on wedding day
was 0ot known, Love bound Lhe hearts of both hushand and
wife Kuruntogai 40). Wife will take orders from the facia
e¢xpression of her husband. Rich and sophisticated ladiss too
delighted in serving thejr husbands. when the wife s=e3 her
busband relishing the food prepared by herself gets more

pleasure than any time.® The wife pravs to have ths zame
hushand even in the pext bjrth.7

Household lifz ; A home without mistress will be really
barfen however pompous it might bz in appearance. The
intensity of love of the wives towards their husbands ars
depicted in various poems

Ainkurunuru mentions, **a newly married girl tells her
companion that the water polluted by th: wallowing cattle
is indeed bad to drink in her husband's place, yet she

Y fesdgut QuiBs suraflad e wd s s m
BRgun =pmsrey &)= Gw (Kurun-3)

5 Henypwsehl Apindn Suwd adwfaur b s
Sint BuosdSs s proefr el (Aham-134)

i mauensr warsa @illymE S s
arsr ppd Sl Sbyedld ursi
B of 5 Fewd < 0T s @ AL s8sin
(i et Bt indp G gsir @ prair oy S 1psCGar
(Kuruntogai-167)
T @ibenin wrd wgsoin wrudgth

B Swi Gy s & ST susmen
wrsnr St Gt ApEHa CpioumGar {Kurun-49)
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relishes it more than a mixturs of honey or milk that will ha
available in her parent®s house.”” Life without children
would not give happy.

Chastrii]: :

Chastity wa: to adhere to the lofty principles taught by
parents and husband. There were six occasions when
husbands went out of the house leaving wivas alone, During
these occasions the wife will not adorn themselves with
ornaments. Silappathigaram states clearly that Kannagi did
not adorn herself with ornaments when Kovalan was away
from her.

Women won’t wear earrings, nose ringi, and anklets in
her separation. Chastity amone the women had three cate-
gories, viz, talaikkarpu, idaikkarpu and kadaikkarpu. The
women who died immediately after the death of her husband
was the first category. The women who performed Sati
belongsd to the second category. The third type of women
gometimes tonsured their head.

Hospitality :

Hospitality was deemed to bz ths real meaning of life.
Even if hs gets a medicine to avoid death he will not avoid
guests but consume it along with them.? The wife will plea.
singly invite the guests even ifshe had misunderitanding with
her husband. A poet asked his wife to be happy in giving away

T opEn 5Ly Fipos flg
@ Bh Gsrl (Bl seaflys S hsn
@ punuysni wig fGSr Qudiu. of Si & mib
wuEEp whsmear BF)LCurtd
Ll e D ST 6w auraghd Briar. — Abham

¢ @bsrt syBpsi Gomus srudgnh
Aofdzen 5 gt e areguib FoGy, —Puram
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all his E.Elnl‘l‘til'lgi to everyone, without waiting for his permission
and without entertaining the idea that they can lead 2
prosperous life for a iong lime with the earnings. Women
hospitalised their guests happily even during midnight.

It was tha duty of the housewile to welcome and attend
to the guests, Children also invited tha guests and attended
to them when the hzadmen was away.

Courageous Mother :

Mother’s duty is to b2 go! ason, Father's duty 13 10
make 111:11 wise, To offer him a spezar is ths duty of the
hlﬂtk'i_mﬂh: To direct his life !is the duty of th: King. To
establish his magnificent valovr in war, is the duty of the son
(Purananuru 312), Okkur Masathivae (in Purananufd 279)
praises the character of a mother as follows: A mother Was
terribly infuriated on heariog that her son was wounded oD
his back (which was considered a sign of a ‘coward) in War
and swear to cut her breast that fed him if he was wounded
on the back. But she felt happy when she noticed that his
chest had been pierced by an arrow, She miked at the ene-
mies. There are several exampl:i of courageous maihers io
Sangam literature,

Sati :
—
«+Sati was common, particularly among the higher marital

classes, and the ideal w fe was held to be sghe who mounted
the fuperal pyre of her hushand with no more concerh than if
she was entering & tank of cool water for a bath®® (Pur-2456).
If she was with a child, Sati was forbidden. A widow's lot
was rather hard. The beating of the breast in mourning for
the deceased, tonsuring the head, and breaking of bangles are
mentioned. She hadto abstajn from good fosd and to lead

a life of auosterity,

m age husband was the abode of love,
ghe vowed to have the same husband
fsuch a beloved spouse expires

For women ol Sanga
affection and happiness.

" even in her next rebirths. 1T
the wife also dies with him,
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Sati was widely practised. Perungopendu was infuriated
when clders Siopped her from Junnnilini; sati when her
husb:-m.d_ Ilu-.?:l:;;-;11jgjy_;11: died. Queen Koperunthevi djed on
hearing that her husbang Pandian Nedunseliyan  djed
PFE_E_-_E_]_H_TI_'I"EE_ Was not in yogue 10 =5

_ Mea of Sancam dge, deem it a boon, to have chase
wives. Nature deemed to have obeyed the orders of chast
ladies. If chast ladies, who worshippzd husbands rather than
80d, orders, it will rain (Thirukkural-55)11, A lady, will be
Elven a fiag and special title in rezognition of her devotion to
h_“ husband. Nannan’s wife received such a title. Sangam
literature speaks of chastity of men. A soldier says *Let me
b2 accnsed of unchastity if I don't wia this war*’.

(Purananuru-7I )
Family feud :

Petty quarrels bstwszen husband aad wife adds to the
pleasure of sexuval Jife (Valluvar), The pleasure that arises in
the place after a feud cannot be adequately described in words.
That superb feeling has to he enjoyed. Bot wives loath the
busbands when thzy return from prostitutes, [nstances were
not lacking when wives did oot allow their hushands, returning
from prostitutes, inside their houses.

Hobbies :
Women played games in the open ground On: of tha
favourite games was Kalangadudai. In this game, the pebbles
or wood covered with gold would be thrown into air and
caught them deftly by the hand, Plaving throw-balls with

19, Quelrenfigr Gumbsds wrapsn 565 g
Sedweny earLasl Gufsr.

11, gadanh Qgiprssh O&ragps G s (g0l 5ageuTer ]
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molucca beans :  swinging on a pole etc , were soms of the
ndoor games Cock-flghts and ram fights were koown;
hotse riding and elephant riding were also practised by the
people.

Among the games of women. Flowers, Watar Balls,
Kalangu, etc. were used for the games 2 The games of
women differ from land to land. Making flowsr garlands
and lady dolls in mud were games of Nejthal land. Rich
gitl played ball games on terrace with Golden anklets in
thzir legs. They love to take bath jn flroded riverg
Kurunthogai 80). They also played with tiny carts. Ladies
of Sangam age were fond of palying with dolls. They made
beautiful dolls and decorate it with Kumkum, flowers and
silk dress. They name the dolls and conduct marriage for
them. Kalangu is a famous game played by young and old
even today in villages.

Hajr Dressing and Ornamentation: Hair dressing
received greater attention by the women. They also beauti-
fied their eye-lids and eye.brows with a dirk substance.
Men too adorned their hair with flowers. Foot wears were
also known to them

Nachinarkiniyar speaks of five hair styles (five plaits)
.e. Kulal, Alagam, Kondai, Panichni. Punjai Sirupanarra-
padai (60, also mentions it. Smoke from Sandal and agil
was used as perfume to the hair, after bath. 1‘11., Ware
decorated with fragrant flowers like Vetchi, Vengai, Naran-

tham Kuvalai, Adumbu Lilly, Jasmine etc.

Ladies loved several kinds of ornaments. We'l designed
and artistic ornaments made up of Gold, Silver, Ruby, Pearls,
Emeralds and Shells were used by both men and womsn.
Pearl garlands, ear rings and nose rings, aoklets, rings etc.

were remarkable.

19 an&L 0T 'ﬂyi@m# HFHl @ LwmUw
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Exc:llent painting works were found on cotton and g
farecs. Lovely dresses resemble the skin of sn ike and ale--]
of milk. Dress was not used 1o cover the breast of |:1d;u|:
Even gents did not wear upper garments. Only servants ysed
upper garments and dhoties. Widows employed themsclves by
spinning cotton (Narrinai 3:5).

Harlots :

Harlots 1 Concubinage occupied an important place in
the Tamil social order. They earned their livelihood by
prostitution By creating gulf between the man and his wife,
she would keep him for a long time. Panar and Viralia
acted as intermediarizs between th: man and the parattair
Parathaiyars were of two sections viz. Cherifparatii (public
harlot) and Katal Parattai (exclusively for one man). They
were skilled in music and dance,

Prostitutes were known for their false image and false life.
This fact 1s amply described in Madurai Kanji, Nedunalvadai,
Paitinappalai and Silappathigaram, Madurai Kanji states ag
follows: These social ladies will entrap handsoms and rich
lads by their lies. 1* Then they will exploit thair wealth
After exploiting their wealth, ths ladiss will look out for other
men’s of wealth and health. Their scented eves, hair and
dress will captivate any ane on2. Tha2se ladies were good at
playing musical instruments as well.

Men of Sangam age were not bothered about their chastity,
Neither the poets nor Kings said anything about mezn going to
prostitutes, Men at times take reveng2 on these prostitutes on
knowing their false image, flickzring and exploitation. Some-
times men may return to their wives for ever.

18, Genpums sPur HDPHIH S8Ls0
strearg Apldsr Geusismsnyd GClarst 3.
—Malaipadu ... 36l
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2. Sangam Age
10. Education

“Learn while young™ was th: maxim of ancien!
days.} Many number of poets with their excellent poems
lived and promot:d for th: development of education. KinZs
patronised and encouraged them and withed them t> stay in

their court for many days. They gave them many valuable
presentations.

The posts of the sangam age bzlonged to differsnt casies.
Education was not strictly ordained only to a particular
community. Ths king would give first place to the learned
man., When the mother heard that her son was a great learned
man, she would be more happy than the day in which she gave
‘birth to him. It is s2id that it was the duty of the father to
give education to his son.?

3. Women’s education (See the topic ‘¢ Positiou of
wﬂﬂlﬂﬂ“:}

3. Asiriyar or Kanakkayar: There were teachers and
were called Asiriyar. The dance-master was called Natana-
asirjyar; the flute master was called Kulalasiriyan; likewise
there were Mattala asiriyan, yal asiriyan elc. The prefix
of the poets reveal the popular term Asirivar Peron-
‘kannan, Madurai Asiriyar Nallandevanar etc. are some
of the examples There were young and also ‘experiznced
teachers, known as Ilam Palasiriyar and Palasiriyar.

1, o ppf o gofuph o gbluTms SEYICE Y T
Bpmp fme olurs &Ho0 sarGp'*

2, v argBprd pdE@sh shsH5 s Ger '
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The kings and chieftain’s were also great poets. Nedyp.
chelivan says, that people should read either by giving fees or
by rendering sincere service to the Guru,

4. Science and Astronomy 1 There were great mathe-
matjcians. They divided the days into wvarious yamamg
(divisions). They were familiar with six seasons — kar, kudir,
munpani, pinpani, ilaveni and mutuveni. They knew cosmo.
logy and the helio-centric theory of solar system. They
predicted the future; the death of a king; the result of ap
expedition; the auspicious day etc.

5 Literatures: (See-Also PP..) The poets were res.
pected by the people and the rulers. They advised the
kings to avoid wars; to reduce taxes; to give up capital
punishment and to become friendly with enemijes. They lived
for the prosperity of the country.

Clwrgih em 3y wraume Gsefd 7

Narrinai speaks of competition among prostitutes te
captivate men which will lead to enemity among them,

Sangam literature states that women werz not confined
to their houses. Thsy sang lovely verses in praise of the King.
They mastered music and dance. They worshipped husband
and God and maintained the welfare of the family. They
were rencwned for their hospitality and patriotism. They
acted as messengers and became peace makers; They showed
heroism; they guarded the lands; helped for cultivation and

washing the clothes,



2. Sangam Age

11. Economic Condition

| E?unnmy of Sangam age was apparently prosperous and
glittering but the fact that there Wwas a wide gap between the
haves and have.nots cannot be disputed. We hear on one side
poverty stricken, pale end hungry-looking ladies incapable of
feeding their beloved kids with mother’s milk, and ladies who
fry greems grown in the dust heap without ojl because she
cannot buy oil. But at the same time we see ladies who drove
chickens coming to eat the paddy, with their golden ear-rings
and gents spending lavishly in brothel houses, day and night.
This shows the unbridgable gap between the haves and haves
nots in Sangam age,

Agriculture :

Agriculture was the predominent occupation of Sangam
age.! It was the backbone of economy. They donate liberally
to those who approach them for help.

The main source of revenusa to the government came from
agriculture. In the kingdom of Cholan Killivalavan (puram-40)
the grains grown in a place, where a female elephant can sleep
can be donated to seven male elephants.

Rivers like Kaveri, Pennai, Palar, Vaigai, Thamiraparani
etc made Tamil Nadu flourish. The flooded Kaveri irrigates

P
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Thanjavar, Kudamukku and mergss with sea p..
pattinam. Kaveri helped Tamil Nadu throygy n;
canals and tributaries, dug by several King,

Tiruchy,
Kaveripoom
various rivers,
Paddy, Sugarcane, Cotton, Turmeric, Coconuts, Plagy,
ins, Dalls, etc., were significant crops. MNeithal land too w,,
as good as Marutham  Peocock roamed 1n Neithal mistaking
it for Marutham. In Marutham too plantains, coconut trees,
jack fruit, sandal and teak besides paddy were grown. Paddy
was grown in valleys according to Madurai-Kanji.

Farmers ploughed the land. Thiruvalluvar states that the
world depends upon farmers. They guarded the crops from

migher plane known as Paran.

suppar of the kings :

Kings like Karikal Cholan cleap:d the bushes, devastated
the forest and made them into cultivable lands and residentia)

Land was plonghed with bulls. The folk songs sung
r and planting seedlings refreshed the
different methods of seedlings

plots.
while drawing wate
fatigued farmers. There wers

konown as narrankal

Method of agriculture :
They used to change crops. Paddy may be followed by
dall. Cotton was also grown, Sangam litzratur: vividly des-
cribes the entire process of agriculture fron szedlings te har-
yest. Thiruvalluvar also narrates the various method in a

separate chapter.

gervants were employed in agriculiure process and paid
wages, Some were employed like slaves. Weomen too partici-
pated. Their romantic activities during the work did not escape
the eyes of poets Individual ownership of land was clearly

established

Revenue :

Tax constituted major source of goyerment revends,
sides tax, customs duty, amount collected frem petty kings

bz-
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treasure captured during wars also contributed to Croverment
ITEASUry.

Customs ;

customs formed a major source of revenue to the Govern-
ment. Toll gates were gitablished. Customs duty was
collected according to the weights of commoditjes 3 (Perum
§0-81) Customs duty was known as Sungam and ulgu. FPeople
employed 1 Toll gates, expecially during king Karikalvalavan
days, enjoyed no leisure?

Presents from petty kings came both in cash and kind every
year (Silampu? and Malaipadu® 575) When kiog Thirumalvala-
van returned after conquering Himalayas, King of vatchire, and
Maghadba brought huge presents (Silampu®) Elango states
that enemies brought and submitted to Sengittuvan various
presents like elephant ivory, pots of honey and deers etc.

Moreover, revenue Came from fines, treasures captured
during war, commodiites seized from robbers and the pro-
perties of the deceased without heirs.

Maijor portion of revenue was spent on war, by way of don-
ations to poets and in royal expenses. Rich nations spent
mostly in wars- Money was spent to construct dams, for edu-
cation, to destroy forests and to develop the nation as well.

3 gr4Ap1 (B upRIHiD @ sl @uimsuf-
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Weights and Land Measurements :

Veli, Ma, Sei etc. were measurcments of the lang,
(Porunarartupadai_246 & Puranooru - 847) Kuruni, Pathakky,
Thodi, Kasu, Kalanju were other measurements and weights,

(Thirukural 1037 mentions Thodi)

Commerce and Trade

People residing in four lands were exceilent farmers ang
businessmen (Madurai Kanji) Their trade was closely assocj-
ated with their lives. Their trade and commerce differed
from land to land. Commerce of sapgam age can be classified

into internal trade and foreign trade.

Internal Trade :

Transportation became absolutely essential for internal
trade especially when different regions did different business.
Vehicles, donkeys and bulls were used on road for inland
transportation. Boats were used to cross rivers. Vehicles
drawn by bullocks were used to carry salt bags® (Sirupana

rrupadai 53

Qoueh puiyee afearujL LTS {Porunar 246)
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Donkey : Sangam literature ipeaks of donkey used in
(ransportation. They were also knwn as ‘aththirl’. Donkeys
transported pepper (Perumpan 71-81) Boats too were used
for inland transporatationi?, They exchanged salt for paddy.

Bartar System

Paddy was considersd to be a significant grain in barter
system. The value of the salt was equivelant to the value of
paddy1? Ku:umhugui informs us'of the exch ange or salt for
paddy (26) Fish and curd were also exchanged for paddy.

Starving hunters will ask for toddy in exchange for ivory.
Honey and roote were exchanged for fish fats.! Suzarcane
and rice were exchanged for toddy and deer flesh. Ghee will
be exchanged for good cows and black buffallo instead of
gold1s

Coins

Cojns were also im praciice. Coins were discovered in
Sengam and gold coins were discovered in Arikkamedu, Karur
and Maduraj areas thanks to the archealogical excavations.
Besides, literaturs speaks of coins. Purananuru speaks of
ladies wearing gold coins around their waist.1* Poet Venna.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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ganar says that coins were flat, small and in the slza of —
berry. A poct named Kavan Boothanar states in Agap, ﬂl—l.
that coins were yellow in colour. In Puhar (where Greeks,
and in Madurai Mints were situated. Greeks issued coipg h;
their own circulation or for some other reasons,

Foreign Trade :

Famous historians like Pliny and Tacitus describe vividly
the commercial transactions of Tamil Nadu. Tacitus explajy.
that Roman property was wasted in the trade between Rop.
and India. He says that Roman ladies imported perfumss
from India thereby wasting Roman money. Pliny also repeats
it. Agapanuru too confirms!® jt. Moreover the cojg.
discovered in Karur, Madurai and Arrikkamedu also confj
med it.

Boats like Kattumaram, Odampunai Padagu, Thimil
Thoni, Ambu etc were used to cross rivers. (Purananurp
343, 299, 381, Agananuru 50). To cross the seas, Kalam,
Marakal, Vangam, Navoy were used (Pattinapalai 172-173,

urananuru 13) Flags were hoisted on ships 1% Perumpanarry
padai (319-320) says that Navoys were quite big, which brought
milk-white horses from West 17,

Foreigners :

Foreigners who transacted business were known | as
‘Yavapars’. Pattinappalai praises Kaverippoompattinam as a
city where various foreigners of high civilisation, speaking

15 weuend gha efsmarwrsdr psirasvih
Qur s Psnr(® aip gy SPwrHAuwme — Aham-140)
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it_iiﬂf:rent languages, asscmbled to transact busisess.'® Soms
oreigners were mediators in foreign trade.

Godowns :

Pattinappali mentions godowns. “Commodities were s40-
red in bjz godowns. They were stored prior to shipment or
before taking inported commodities for inland market. The
bags were sealed and placed one upon the other reaching great
height. (Pattinapalai 137«141)

Light House & Harbours :

Perumpanarrupadai (349 & 351) mentions light house in
order to direct the ships.1?

Sangam literature and notes of foreigners refer to the
harbours Where foreign ships anchored. Puhar (Chola king-
dom) alias Kaveripoompattinam, Musiri (Chera kingdom)
and Korkai (Pandia Kingdom) were some of the noteworthy

harbours of Sangam age.

Puhar {I(aueripumnpattinam}

Puhar was a remarkable harbour of Chola Kingdom *#®
The ships entered into the harbour with out remuting the
cargo. Pattinapalai descrives the harbour, the business
(ransacted there and the imports and exports. I:Iurm.
peppers, gems, sandal, spices and pﬂrf?ma? were found in the
harbour. Safety and gecurity were maintained.

15 Quoryfius Suemsi uf Si5C5 TSl
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Musiri -

It was the gatewey of Western India on those days
Musjri was a busy harbour of Chera Kingdom. This was
considered to be near Kodungaloor on the banks of river Peri.
Paddy (rectiveu in exchange for fish) pepper, golden articles,
lvurv silk and pearls etc. were found in the harbour. Periplus
states that these articles were exported from Kuottanadu.

Korkai :

Korkai harbour was famous for its beautiful pearls,
Periplus states that prisoners were employed to collect pearls
and Korkaij harbour belonged to Pandya Kingdom, Madurai
Kanji (135-138) was all in praise for Korkai harbour, Korkai
was also known for its Valamburi Sangu.

Other Harbours:

Periplus refers to Eyirpattinam as ‘Sopatma®. The terms
‘s0’ and Aciyil, means fence. Sirupanattrupadai describes
vividly ‘Sopattanam’. Perumpanatrrupadai states that horses

were imported in this harbour,

There were two harbours named ‘Thondi'—one 15 Chera

- Kingdom and anpother in Pandya Kingdom.

‘Thondipattu®

in Ainkurunuru describes Thondi in Cheranadu; Aghananuru
(10) speaks of Thondi in Pandya Kingdom. Several perfumes

were imported in this harbour,

Moreover, Kollathuraj, at the

fag of Vadapeonai river and Naravu near Mangalore were

noteworthy harbours,

21
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Exports and Imports :

Pattinapalai explains the busy commercial transac-ions
of Kaveripoompattinam  Madurai Kanji states (318 123)
that salt, tamarine, dry fish and gems were exported and
excellent horses were impcrted.  Pliny wonders at the
¢normous sale of Pepper. Pliny disliked the tast=, shape,
colour and character of pepper. He was surprised to koow
that pepper stimulates appetite.

Pepper constituted 759, of exports. Medical practitioners
like Hippocratus and Kelen used pepper for madicural
purposes, calling it, Indian medicine. P.jny states peppar was
sold in Rome at double the rate of the prevailing price in
Tamil Nadu.

Sandal was grown in Mysore, Pothiyamalai, Salem,
Coimbatore and Puhar. This sandal was used as perfome in
Soufh India. But in Rome it wasa medicioe prescribed for
dissentry.  Aghil, another sweet semelling tree, was grown in
Kudsgu according to Pattinappalai (188) and Porunararru
padai (238-2.9) Teak, sandal, pearl, pepper, rice and cloth
besides peacock feathers were exported. Spizes from East
Indies, camphor and silk from China. Liquor, horse and gold
from west were imported.

Light house called Kalamkarai Ilanku Sudar (as they gave
signal to beckon the ships) was also there near the S:a.coast
of each Port.

Gold, Pearl, Coral, Shells etc :

Gold was not a flourishing commercial products. Pattinap-
palai states that Gold was taken from Vadamalai (North
mountain), That was brought to Kaveri and exported,
and sometimes gold was also imported. Pearl was a precious
stone of South India, especially from Korkai of Pandya King-
dom. Pliny states that, Roman people imported large quanti-
ties of pearls to beautify themselves. Queen Poulina, the wife
of King Kaiyasu, decorated herself with pearls and other gems
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worth about <0,000,0L00 sovereigns of gold. Queens of Tamj|
Nadu also wore anklets made up of pearls. 22

Coral :

Coral was mentioned by Pattinappalai but we cannog 8y
with certaintity that coral was exported from TamiiNadu, Plin-}-
states that a Roman lady loved a pearl as much as an Indian
loved coral Rubies were found in plenty in Konzu Nady 22
Shells were also subjected te commercial transactjons, Shells
were made into d 'corated bangles (Narrinai 77).

Horses :

Majestic horses, renowned for their valiant speed were
imported from Persia,

Liquor : Liquor was referred to, in Sangam literature us
Kal, Thoapi. Pizhi, Theral, Naravu, Maghil Mattu (Agan-
anuru 173 & 343, Sirupa 237) Hungry stomach was satisfied
with liquor. They exchanged ivory for liquor. Liquor wus
imported and mot exported.?® Kings, soldiers and women
consumed liquor.

Shops :

Shops were known as Angadi Day market was called
Nalangadi and njght market was called Allangadi Bazaar
streets of Madurai were broad. Sandal. Sandhu. Aghil, Cottong
hair, silk-dresses and weapons were sold Flags were hoisted
infront of shops to indicate the selling of things., Shops
consist of Pepper bags, beteinut bags and other sixXtesn kinds
of provisions Clothes of various kinds and colours ware sold.
The shirts were also stiched and the readymade garments
named Kanjugam, Neipai and Kuppavam were also sold.
Dresses were washed and neatly pressed and perfumed.

______________________________________________________________________________
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Culture of Commerce :

Commerce in Sangam age was not aimed at hcavy profit but
man based on jJustice. Maduiai Kanji (50 and Pattina ppalai
(206-210) b ils the commercial civilisation, the judicious and
neutral attitude of businessman of aze, who left a hamed to
utter a lie.2¢ For them truth is beauty, beauty truth. San-
gam civilisation was a monument:l evidence of lofty principles
and glorious culture, and a fitting example to be followed by
us.
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