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History of Tamil Nadu 

1. Sources 

The sources for the study of the history of Tamil Nadu 
may be broadly divided into two divisions. 

(1). The Literary sources and (2) The Archaeological 

SourceS. 

1. The Literary Sources 

The Litersry sources are again classified into Indigenous 

Literatures and Foreign Literatures. 

The Indigenous Literatures are sub-divided into 

(a) The Tamil Literatures. (b) The Non-Tamil Literatures. 

(a) The Tamil Literatures-Sangam Age 

The Sangam Literatures and Post Sangam Literatures 

are included in this division. They are the Tolkappiam, 

the Pattupattu and and the Ettuttogai. The two epics, 
Silappathikaram and Manimekalai, and the Patinenkil. 

kanakku are the Post Sangam works. 

(See the Chapter Sangam Age-Sources) 

The Pallavas and the Pandyas: 

For the study of the Pallava period, the hymns of the 

give Tevaram_ Trio, viz Appar, Sundarar and Sambandar, 
references to the Socio. economic and the Religious condi 
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tion of the Pallava age. The Religious confict, the great 
famine, and the Palleva and Chalukya conflict, may be 

studied through these works. The Naliyira Tivya Praban- 
dam of the Alvars is a Religious work. Yet, the hymns are 
worth to be mentioned for the study of the invasions of 

the Pallavas and the contemporary 
materials us:d by the Pallavas and the Rashtrakutas are 

mentioned. The Nandikkalambakam, a Work dedicated 
to Nandivarman III: The Bharata Venba, which refers to 
the battle of Tellaru by Nandivarman II and the Pandik- 
kovai are useful for historical studies. 

rulers. The war 

Periyapuranam of Sekkilar throws much light on the 
historical evidences. He was the court poet of Kulottunga 
M. The Nayanmars, described in the Periyapuranam. were 
the Pallava monarchs, the generals, the feudatories and the 
saints of the Pallava or Pandya Kingdoms. Hence more 
information about the events in the history may be studied. 

The Pandikkovai and Periyapuran am throw light for 
the study of Pandyas. The Divya suri-Carita and the Guru 
paramparai are other contemporary Vaishnavite works. 
Tiruvilaiyadal Puranam of Paranjoti also gives some historical 

Sources. 

The Cholas 

In the Chola period, a great encouragement was received
from the public as well as from th: kings for writing poeta. 
in Tamil. Many valuable works came out during this period 

Kalingattupparani of Jayamkondar refers to the expedition 

of Kurunakara Tondaiman, 2. Qtakkuttar'sMuvarula 
. 

Kulottunga Cholan Pillai Tamil, and Takkayagap Parani 
explain some important problems in the chola history. 

Virasoliyam, 
Charitam, the Kamparamayanam, the Sivakasintamani and 

i4 works of Saiva Siddanta throw light on the culture of the 

people. 

Thandiyalangaram, Kongudesa Rajakkal 
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Sivagangai Charittira kummi, Panchalakkurichi Alivu 
Charitira kummi etc. also give clue to some unsolved prob- 

lems in the history. 

b. The Non-Tamil Liter atures 

The Ramayana and the Mahabaratha describe the the 
society of the Pandyas. Kapatapura of the Pandyas is 
referred to in the Ramayana; Kautilyas Arthasastra also 
mentions about the Pandyas. Lokavibhagam, a Work 

written by a Digambara Jain; Avanti Sundari Katasara of 

Bharavi, Mattavilasa Prakasana of Mahendravarman are 

some of the Sanskrit works of the Pallava period. 

Sakti Patra's Achcharya Sudamani, Unmar vasavatatta 

etc. also useful for our study. Vidyachakravarti, a court 

poet of the Hoysala 
Gangadevi's Madura Vijayam or Kambana Raya Vijayam 

are the sanskrit works written in the 14th 15th centuries. 

king Wrote Katyakarnamrutam, 

A detailed decription of Kumarakambana's expedition is given 

in the Madura Vijayam. 

The Prabanamrutam and Saluvapyutam are the Telugn- 

Literatures of the Later Pandyas. 



2. Foreign Accounts. 

Many foreigners visited India either for commerical 
purpose or for visiting important Pilgrimage centres. Their 
accounts about India become a valuable source. 

Magasthenes' Indica refers to the Pandya kingdom. 

Peripius of the Erythrean Sea, Geography of_Ptolemy 
are some of the foreign works which throw light on the early 
ports and other trading centres. Mahavamsa, Dipavamsa etc. 
refer te the date of Kajabahu of Ceylon and othar politcal 
relations. These iteratures also say about Narasimha I's 
expedition to Ceylon. Livy and Pliny also giye_reference 
about Tamil Nadu. 

Hiuen Tsang, a Chinese pilgrim visited Kanchi. 
given a vivid description of Kanchipuram. He also refers 

to the famine in the Pandya Country. 

He has 

The accounts of Marcopolo say about the horse trding 
and the socio-economic life of the people. The Italian 
visistor Nicolo Conti; the Persian ambassador Abdui Razak; 
the Russian trader Atanasius Nikirin; the Persian traveller 

Ferishta; the Portuguese interpreter Baposa and chroniclers 

Domiugos Poes and Fernao Nuniz have given a vivid 

account about the Vijayan agar a empire. 

I Archaeological! Sou rces 

The Archaeological sources may be classified into three: 

divisions. 

1. Epigraphy and Copper plate 

2. Numismatics 

Monuments 
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1. EPIGRAPHY AND COPPER PLATES 

Epigraphy is the study of inscriptions. These in scriptions 
are found on 1. The Rocks 2. The Pillars 3. The Caves 

4. The walls of the temples and 5. The Copper plates. 

1. The Rocks: Inscriptions of Asoka; Hathigumpha ins- 
cription of Kharavela_etc. some of the inscriptions found 

out side the Tamil Country. Asoka's attempt to spread 
Buddhism by sending emissaries to the courts of the Cholas, 

Pandyas,Cheras and Sinhalese is found in the inscriptions of 

Asoka. Hathigumpha inseription refers.to the s�rong unity of 

Tamil states, 
2. The Pillars: Allahabed pillar Prasasti of Samudra- 

gupta refers to 12 rulers of South India which include 

Vishaugopa of Kanchi. 

3. The caves Tirupparangundram, Nagamalai, Anai. 

malai, Kilkuyilkudi, Tirukkovalur, Kudumiyamalai etc. are 

$ome of the placas where inscriptions are found and they 

give reference to the Sangam period. 

During the Pallava and the Pandya period, number of 

carved. out through out their empire. 
Tirchy, 

caves were 

Sittannavasal, Mandagappattu, 
Mamalapuram etc. are some of the caves of the Pallavas, 
Here, the achievements, the titles etc. of the Pallavas are 
mentioned on the walls. From the study of the Mantagap 
pattu inscription it is noticed that prior to the Pallava 
period the temples were constructed with the help of the 
perishable materials like timber, marter, wood etc. 

Magendrava di, 

The Rathas of the Mamallapuram also bear inscriptions 
of the Pallava and the Chola period. 

4. Temples Kanchi, Mamallapuram, Tanjavur, Gangai- 
konda Cholapuram, Darasuram, Madurai, Tanjavur, etc. 
are the places where big and small temples are found with 

plenty of valuable historical inscriptions. They give 
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informations about the expeditions, method of administra- 
tion (Utuiramerur), and the social and economic life of the 

people. 

5. Copper Plates The Copper plates were also used for 

inscribing matters. They give the date, the name of the 
ruler and the purpose of issuing such plates. They are found 

in the Prakrit and Sanskrit languages Hirahadahalli, 

Gunapadeya, Mayidavalu_ are some of the Pallava Copper 
plates Velvikkudi, Talavoypuram, Çhionamanur, Sivakasi 
copper plates describe about the Pandyas Tiruvalangadu, 
Karantai, Anbil, Leydon etc. are some of the Chola Copper 
plates. 

2. NUMISMATICS: 
Numismatics is the study of coins. But the coins of the 

ancient period are not very helpful for the study. 
the Sangam period, the Romans settled here and issued 
coins. The coins of these age are found at Arikkamedu, 
Madurai_and other places. The Pandya coins represent 
fish: the Imperial Chola, coins depict the squating posture 
of the tiger; Varaguna II issued gold _coins with his name. 
The coins of Vijayanagara rulers, the Nayaks, the Sulta- 

During 

give information to write history of the concerned pates etc. 

period. The prosperity and the social and economic status 
of the people may be studied on the basis of the siz? and 
he metal used. 

3. MONUMENT: 
The temples constructed during the various rulers of 

Tamil Nadu give a clear picture of their taste in Art. The 
sculptore of these temples narrate the types of ornaments, 

dresses and other materials used by those people. The 

Mahisasuramartini Mandaba at Mamallai, the Kailasanatha 
temple, Vaikunta Perumal temple etc. at Kanchi reveal the 
shape and types of war materials that they used. The des- 
criptions of various 

The 

gods are also identified from the 
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sculptures of these temples. pifferent posesof the 
dancing girls are found on tho eastern gopura o the 
Chidambaram temple. 

The archaeological monuments also give more informa- 
tions for reconstructing the history of Tamil Nadu. The 

contributions of Bruce Foote and Mortimer Wheeler are 
remarkable in various ways in the ield of excavations. 

The excavations at Adichchanallur, Arikkamedu, Korkai, 

Upaiyur Madura etc. throw muchlight on the socio and 

economic conditions of the early_period.

Ganga Devi's Madura vijayam narrates about the invasion 
of Kumara Kampana in the Southern part. The Pandyan 

Chronicle and the Martyunjaya manuscripts throw more 

information Mathurai Chala Varalaru, Kojl olugu, Chidambara 
purana, Chokkanatha Ula, Harichandra Purana etc, throw 
light on tha Vijayanagar rule in Tamil Nadu. The migratioa 
of the Telugu and Karnadigas into the Tamil country not 

only changed the customs and conventions but a!so language 
and literature. Umarupulavar's Srianuranam, Gnaprahasa 
Desikars Kanchikkalampaham, Paranjothiyar's Chidambara 
pattiyal, Ellappa Navalar's Arumayantati and other literature 
narrate the bistory of the Nayak age. Plenty of Sanskrit 

and Tamil literature throw light on the historicity of the 
Maratha people. The 19th and 20th century litëratures, plenty 
of manuscripts and official documents, governmet Procedings 

preserved in the Tamil Nadu Archives Madras constiuie.a 
treasure house of ipfcrmation they provide sources to study 
the Revenue, Military, education and religious condition of 
Tamil country under the British rule.

The volumes mentjoned couotry corres podence contain 
the correspondence exchanged between the local powers 
and the government, plenty of Judicial proceediogs, officia 
Records of Arcot, the factory Records and Journals. 
Diaries and Private Letters also give some valuable source 

The 

material for the study of history. The private Diary_of 

Ananda Rangam_ pillai, caurtiir to Dupleix Pondicberry 
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is an authoritative record to study the social and political 
Condition. The confict between the Fren oh and English and 
the secondary powers are beautifully described. Diaries of 
S. R. Lushington and his Report on the Tirunelveli country 
and Jobn Hodgeson'on Journal on Tirunelveli portray the 
Tirunelveli history and the Palayam of Panchalam Kurichi. 

William Fullarton's Report to the Madras council (1784) 
and Thomas Monroe's Report (1808): the private correspon- 
dence of Lord Macartrey (1781-85) ; the personal and private 

Jetters of Mrs. Annie Besant ete are highty valuable for the 

historians. 



2. SANGAM AGGE 

SOURCES 

The Sources for the study of the History of the The 
Sangam Age can broadly be divided into two categories. 

Thay are I. Literary Sources and II. Archaelogicat 

Sources. 

I. Literary Sources The Literary sources are again 
classified into 1. Indigenous Literary sources and 2. Forieign 
Literary sources. 

Indigenous Literary sources are again sub-divided into 
Tamil Literatures and Non-Ta mil Literatures. 

The Tamil Literary sources 

The Age of Sangam is noted for the efllorescence of 
Tamil Literatures. The classics of the third Sangam consist 
of 1. Tolkappiam, 2. Eight Anthologies (5TLG$0srma) 
and 3. Ten Idylls (uszù urL0). 

The Tamil Literatures are divided into two broad 
divisions, viz. Aham, depicting subjective reactions 
particularly among lovers to amorous situations and 
recollections of them; and Puram, portraying objective 
facts and events, iberality and war beìng the preponderant themes. 

1. Tolkappiyam 

The very name refers to the ancient classics. Tolkappiyar is its author. He was one of the disciples of Agastya. It is the greatest grammatical work on Tamil. 
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It contains 1276 Sutras, It speaks of the grammar of works 
anu sentences, syntax, orthography and prosody, figures 
of speech, the conduct of love and war and some 

raditional concepts of Soclology. The date of Tolkappiyam 

should be second century B. C. This work contains thre 

Chapters (adikaras) viz E!uttatikaram, Sollatikaram and 

Porulatikaram. 
The Porulatikaram is immensely valuable for the writin 

of the social and economic life of the people. 

2. Eight Anthologies 

The tolowing poem describes the names of the Ettuthogai 

3. Ainkurunuru Kuruntogai 
5. Paripadal 

1. Narrinai 2. 
6. Kalittogai 4. Padirrup-pattu 

7. Agananuru and 8. Purananuru. 

Aham-Poems dealing with Love 

Narrinai: It consists of 400 stanzas which describe 
all the five Tinais. 275 poets wrote these songs; The names of 

the important sea-ports and other big towns are found in this 
work. Tondi, Korkai, Kunrur etc. are some of them. This 

work was compiled by Pannadu Tanta Maran Valuti. 

2. Kuruntogai: 205 poets composed all the 402 poems 
of this work. Purikko patronised and Purikkudi Kilar
compiled these songs. The poems of Atimantiyar, Iraiyanar, 
Vellivitiyar are found in the Kuruntogai. The names of the 
rulers like Ori, Pari, Nalli etc.; places like Sirumallur, Urantai, 
Mantai are found. The social life of the Sangam Age is 
beautifully described in this work. The poem (135) describes 
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3. Ainkurunuru: The poets Orampogiyar, Ammuvanar, 

Kapilar, Otalantaiyar and Pey anar composed 500 poems, in five 

divisions of i00 poems each, desc1ibing the five Tinais. 

poems were compiled by Pulatturai Murriyä Kudalur Kilar, 
The character of the three rulers were described in these 

poems. The socio economic life of the people are narrated in 

this work. 

These 

4. Ahananuru: It also deals with ive Tinais. It consists 

of 400 poems. It is otherwise called Neduntogai. This work, 
written by 145 poets was compiled by Ukkirapperavalutiyan 
under the patronage of the Pandya ruler Ukkirapperuvaluti. 
It also deals with five Tinais. Dr. C. E Ramachandran in 
his work on Ahananuru in its historical settings has given a 

beautiiul account of the biitorical materials of these poems. 
Mauryan invasion of South India is referred to in this work 
by Mamulanar. Aryan influence, Local administration, dresses 
and ornaments, Yavana's trade are some of the historical 
sources. Tittan, Talaiyanankanattu Seruventra Neduncheiiyan, 
Karikalan, Attanatti are some of the names of the rulers found 
in this work.

5. Kalittogai: It consists of 250 poems, dealing with 

five Tinais. Kurinjikkali is sung by Kapilar, Marutakkali by 
Marutanila Nakanar, Mullaikkali by Cholan Nalluruttiran. 
Neitarkali by Nailuntuvanar & Palaikkali by Perunkkadumko. 

Puram-Poems dealing with war etc. 

6. Patirruppatlu It is a quasi-historical collection of 
teh decades of verses, composed by ten different poets. Bach 
throws light on a single chera monarch. The first and tenth 

decades are not available. At the end of each decade the name 
of the poet, the king on whom the decade was sung and the 

gift bestowed on the poet are given. Karur, Musiri. Tondi 
are some of the important places of th: cheras. Utiyan cheral, 

Imayavaramban, Neduncheliyan, Palyanaichelkelu Kuttuvan, 
Cheran Chenkuttuvan etc. are some of the Chera kings. The 
intimation of the chera king with the Tamil poets are describe d 
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7. Purananuru: Each of 400 stanzas of Purananuru 
contains between 4 and 40 lines. IC0 poets composed these 
songs. These poems were composed in honour of 18 Chera, 
18 Chola, 15 Pand ya kings and a number of chieftains of 

Tamilaham. This work gives a very valuable information for 
writing the political history of the three kings. 

8 Paripadal: It deals with both Aham and Puram. 
Though it consists of 70 poems, only 22 poems are now 

The socio and religious life of the people of 
Madurai can be studied from this work. The worship of 

Tiramal, Murugan, Korravai etc. are described in this work. 

available. 

3. Ten ldylls (Pattuppattu) 3 

Pattuppattu comprises of ten longer poems.

The following poem mentions the names of the Ten Idylls» 

Tirumurukarruppadai 
3 Sirupanarruppadai 

5. Mullaippattu 
7. Nedunlavadai 
9. Pattinappalai 

2. Porunararruppada/ 
4. Perumbanarruppadai 
6. Maduraikkanji 
8 Kurinjippattu 

10. Malaipadukadam. 

1. 

Like Ettutogai, the above mentioned works are classified 
on the basis of their themes into Ahan and puram. 

. Tirumurugarruppadaiz This work, composed by 
Nakkirar, contains 317 lines. It is a quasi-religious poem. 

The author shows the way to a devotee to attain the supreme 

bliss of Lord Muruga at the six places called Arupadaividu. 
They are . Tirucbiralaivay (Tiruchchendur) 2. Tiruvavi 
nankudi (Palani) 3. Tiruveragam (Swamimalai) 4 Tirup 
parankunram 5. Kunrutoradal 6. Palamudircholai. This 
work throws light on tha strong fajth of the people on religious. 

practices, their dresses and ornaments etc. 
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Porunarairuppadi i It was composed by Mudattamak 
Kandiyar. It contains 248 lines. This poem throws light on 
the heroic deeds of Karikalchola. The singing and acting of 
Porunar, the bards, the decription of the yal etc are also 
described. 

3. Sirupanarruppadi: The author Nallur Nattattanar shows 

way to go to Nalliyakkodan, the king of Oymanadu. It 
refers io all seven vallals chieftains) Nalli, Ori, Pegan, Pari 

and Kari noted for charity are also described. The pover ty 
fe of the Paradavar, the virali and her dance are given. 1t 

contaias 269 lines. 
It 

4Perumpanarruppadai: It contains 503 lines. Kadi 
yalur Uruttirankannanar, also the auther of Pattinappaiai, 
composed this poem. The Socio-economic life of the people 
of Mullai, Marudam and Palai are narrated, 

5 
padai. Perun kausikanar is the author of this work. A dancer 
who had received rewards from a cheif. Vel Nannan suggists 
another dancer to approach the chief in order to receive similar 

gifts. 

Malaipadukadam: Itis otherwise called Kuttararrup- 

Aham

6. Kurunjippatu: Kapilar is the author of this poem. It 
contains 261 lines. It describes the love life of the Tamil 
people. Tke name of 99 flowers are described in these work. 
Sin ce this poem describes the Kurinjittinai, it is called Kurin- 

jippattu. 

7. Mullaippattu: It contains 103 lines; Nappudnar com- 
posed this poem. The life of the people of the Yadavas and 
the Kar-season are beautifully described in this work. 
kind and, sweet words of the kings towards his soldiers; who 
received Wouuds in the battle-field and the nature of the 
expenditions are narrated in this work. 

The 

8. Pattinappalai: it is a love poem. It contior s 
301 lines. It gives a beautiful description of the port Kavirip- 
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pumpattinam. Kadiyalur Uruttirankannanar is the author of 
this poem. The theme of this poem centres around the refusal 
of the hnsband to part with his swecthcart, even if he were to 

be presented the city Kavirippumpattinam as a gift. The 

valure of Karikala and the commerce and trade of the Chola 

country are described. These descriptions are coincided with 
the archaeological excavations. 

Puram-Poems dealing with war etc. 

9. Nedunalvadai It was composed by Nakkirar. It 
contains 181 lines. It describes about Talayalankanattu 

Cheruvenra Neduncheliyan. It gives a beautiful description 
of the feeling of the queen who was left behind in the palace 

by the king The suffering of the cold season and bloos0 
ming flowers are also described. 

10 Maduraikkanji : It consists of 782 lines. It was 
composed by Mangudi Marudanar. This work gives a vivid 
account of the Pandyan kingdom, its army, Capital, Seaports 
etc. It also refers to the social life of the people and the

belief of the people on astronomy. 

Post-Sangam works 

The Padinenkikanakku and the Twin epics are the post 
Sangam works. This group is the continuation of the Sangam 

composition. 

I. Padinenkilkkanakku 

It denotes literary pieces, composed ia the Asiriyappa 
metre, and each one of them is comparatively small in size. 

The following poem gives the names of the eighteen works. 

sr colsmov arjfujL Gsa avr OusiruGau 



History of Tamil Nedu 

The Kilkkanakka works do not belong to the same period. 

Again these eighteen works are classificd into three division 
on the basis of their themes viz . Moral2. Aham and 
3. Puram themes. 

MORAL WORKSS 

Name Poems Author 

. Naladiyar 

3. Nanmanikkadigai 101 
400 Jains 

Naganar 
Kapilar 
Pudanchentanar 

3. Innanarppadu 
4. Iniyavainarppadu 40 

5. Tirikadugam 
6. Asarakkovai 

40 

100 Nalladanar 

Peruvayin Mulliyar 
Munruraiara yanar 

Kariyasan 
Kanimethaviyar 
Kudalurkkilar 

100 
7. Palamoli 400 
8. Sirupanjamulam 100 
9. Elati 80 

10. Mudumolikkanji 100 
1. Muppal (Kural) 1330 Thiruvalluvar. 

Tirukkural Tiruvaluvar is the author of this work. It 
is by far the most outstanding production of the Padinen- 

kilkanakku. It contains 1330 poems, divided equally into 
133 chapters. Each chapter contains 10 poems and each poem 
has two lines. The poems deal with the objectives of Aram, 
Porul and Inbam (Dharma, Artba and Kama) 

AHAM POEMS 

Name Poems Author 

50 Maran Poraiyanar 12. Aintinai Aimpatu 

13. Tinaimali Blupatu 
14. Aintinai Elupatu
15. Tinaimalaj Nurraimpatu 
16. Kainnilai 
17. Karnarppatu

50 Kannan Sentanar 

Muvaiyar 
Kanimetaviyar 
Pullan Kadanar 

70 

150 

60 
40 Kannan Kuttanar 

Kalavali Narppatu: It is composed by Poygaiyar. It is 
a war poem in forty stanzas, dealiog with the confljct batween 
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Kanajkkal Irumporai and Senkanan in the battle of Kalu-
malam. 

. The Twin-Epics 

The Twin-Epics are Silappathikaram and Manimckaiai. 

Silappathikaram: It is an unsurpassed gem though its 
authorshis and dite are not free frem beset ing doubts. This 
is written by ll ingovadigal. Th: reason for writing this epio 

is mentioned by the author in the following lines: 

The Theme of this Epic is based on Silampu (anklet). 
is woven around Kv ilan, a rich merchant of Puhar, Kaanaki, 
his wife and Madavi, a dancing girl.

It 

This is divided into Paharkantam, Maduraikkantam, 
Vanjikkantam dealing with the Chola, Pandya and Chera 
Countries respeciively. This Epic provides mate:fal of 
immense value for writing the sOCio-cconomic history of the 

Tamil. 

Manimekalai: It forms the se qucl of the Silappathikaram. 
Manimekalai was the daughter bora of Kovalan and Madavi. 
She was a devstee of Buddhism and so naturally it provides a 

vivid exposition of the Philosophical doctrioes of Buddhism. 
It also contains an exposition of logical fallacies. 

. The Non-Tamil Literatures 

Ramayana and Mahabarata give one or two references,
The Ramayana r«f¢rs to the prosperity of the Pe ndyas, who 
were famous for pearis and gems. The capital of the Pandyas 
is mentioned as Kapatapura. The Mahabarata also d-scribes 
about the Pandyas Kaut1lya's reference (ia bis Arthasastra)
about the Pandya Kavata is only to the Paudyas of Madurai. 

3 
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I. Foreign Literary Works 

Megastanes: Megasthanes wrote what all he heard 

abont the South. He refers to the Pandya Queen and the 
kingdom. He says that the k1ngdom was organised into 365 

illages and each vil age had to bring the royal tribute to the 

reasury every day. Bsides some valuable historical sources, 
he points out some unbe ievable matters like one-legged men, 

gold-digging ants, winged borses, Seven years girl giving birth 

to a child, car of a person touching the foor etc. 

2. Strabo: He belcnged to Rome. His work. Geography 
gives a vivid picture of the socio and economic life parti- 

galarly Commerce and Trade of the Tamils in the Sangam Age. 
He refers to the Pandyan embassies to Augustu and desCt bes 

the nature of their duty. His reference about 120 ships from 

Hermus to Tamnil Nadu, throws much light on export and 

import of the sangam people. 

3. Pliny: He is also a Roman historian. His account is 
also u eful for w iting the history of Tamil Nadu His work, 

Natural history-throws light on the Com nerca of Tamilaham 
with Rome, which drained Roman wealth to the extent of 55 
million Sesterces every year in return for pearis, ivory, musiin 

and other luxuriesS 

The Periplus of the Erythraean Sea: The name ef 
he author of this work is not known. He is a native of 

Egypt. This work beloaged to the fourth quarter of the 
Ist Century A. D. Musiri. Tondi. Nirkunram eto, are some 

H also refers to the 
of the Sea ports found in his work 

contact of th: Romans with the S:a Ports of Westera India. 

5. Ptolemy He has prepared the famous 'Map of the 
5 

World He belonged to the 2nd Century AD He derived 
information from other writefs and drew the map. This map 

is very useful to get geograp hicai knowledge of Iadia. 

reference to the important Sea Ports and towns heip us to 

compare them with th: Tanil Literatures. He has mentioned 

His 
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the places like Musiri, Kalai Karias, Vakkarai, Koreoura, Kolkhoi, Salour etc. 
6 The Ceylonese Chronicles: The ceylonese chronicls Mahavámsa, Dipavamsa. and Rajav.ali glve very valuable information to fix the Age of Sangam. Through these chroni cles, it is identified that there occured three deluges which destroyed a large southern part of Ceylon. 

2. Archaeological Sources 
The Archaeological Sources are classified into l. Epigra- phy 2. Numismatics and 3. Monuments. 

. Epigraphy 

Epigraphy is the most copious and authentic source for 
writing the history. But, for the study of tho Sangam Age, 
the iascriptions are very limited. 

Non-Tamil inscriptions 
Rock Eidit Il of Asoka It meotions the existence of 

fiva Tamil kingdoms. They are . Tha Cholas 2. the 

Pandyas. 3. Satyaputras 4 Keralaputras (Cheras) 
5. Tamraparni. They are mentioned as the neighbouring 
independent kingdoms of th: South during the rule of Asoka. 
Rock Ed ct XIII also refers to th: Chola, the Pandya and the 

Tamraparni. 

2. Hathigumpha inscriptjon of Kharavela: This inscrip- 
jon belonged to the first half of the Secoad Century B. C. 
It refers to the existence of a league of Tamil Couotries, 
league existed for about i13 years. Mamulanar narrates 
(Aham. 251) about Maurya's attempt to conquer the Tamij 
countries; but it ended in smoke. 

2. 

This 

Tamil inscriptions 
3. TirukkovalurInscriptjon: It mentions about the 

self-immolation of Kapilar, the court poet and close friend of 

Pari, who was the Cheiftain of the Sangam Age: It réfers to 

the o ial orstom during th: Sangam Age. 
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4. Kalugumalai inscription It is a Brahmi script. It 
mentions the names of th cavers of the rock-cut beds that 

they contain or of their occupants. 

5 Kudumiyanmalai inscription: This belonged to the 

later Pallava Period, dated during the rule of Mah-ndravar. 
man. It gives a vivid picture of the traditional mus1 cal note. 

6. .Velvikkudi Grant: It refers to the Sengam Pandya 
king, Palyahasalai Mudukudumi Peruvaluti. 

7. Other inscriptions: Inscrirtions found at Tirupparan 
kundram, Karur, Nagamalai. Anaimilui. Sirrannavayil etc. 
of the Sangam Age also throw light on the historic1ty of the 

Sangam Age. 

. Numismatics 

The rulsrs of Tamil Nadu did not give much imporiance to 
Due to various political and soci l reasons, the coins 

were not used much for a iong time till the rise of the later 
Goins. 

Pallavas 

The great controversy of the chronology o the Sangam 
period can defaitely be fixed on ihe basis of the Roman coins 

excavated at Arikkamedu, Veliur and Madura. Schoff remarks 
most of the coins of Tamill Nadu b:longed to Tiber us, Coli. 
gula, Claudius and Nero an i somi of them to Vespasian a nd 

Titus. The coins excavated at Madurai b:ar ih: inperial 

head and the Roman soldiers. 

The Yavanas issued coins at Madurai & Puhar on their own 
accord for their owa use. The ancient Tamil rulers had issues 
punch marked coj1s. Though barter system occupied an im 
portant place, coias were also ia usage. The maia d:fect of 
these coins is the absenca of any legand on it. 

discovery at Andippatti in the North Arcot District clears the 
fact that the Sangam,chi:ftains bad also issued coins. 
coins were issued by S ntan, who b:longed to the 2d century 
A. D. at Kavi ippumpatti1 im and Kanchi were the place where 
coins were minted. Some blocks were found out bere. 

The recent 

These 
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I. Monuments 

Arikkame du, Adichchanallur, Uraíyur, Kalaiyur, Tiruk- 
kampuliyur, Kanchi, Tanjavur are some of the sites wbich 

show the condi.ion of the Sangam Age. 

1Arikkamedu: Jouvea Dubreuil discovered this site in 
1937 and excav.ition was conduuted in 1941. Sir 

Whecl:r discovereu a Roman factory at Arikkamedu The 

rindings are the Mediterrn acan pottery, coins, gems, glass 
bowls of the Roman empire. These discoveries corroborated 

Martime 

with the references found in the Sanegm poems. This shows 

the close commericial contact with the Roman em pire. Pto 

Jemy Iefers to this place as "Poduke". 

2. Adichchanallur: Itis found on the southern bankof 

the river Tamraparni in the Tiunelveli dstuict. 
discovered this place. Iron swords, daggers, gold and bronze 
diadem. ani nal figures bronze utensils etc are some of the 
finding: of bis excavation. The excavation of tbis place shows 

the existence of Muruga woisbip. 

Bruce Foote 

3. Uraiyur; The exavation at this place reveals the 
existence f rouletted ware dated to the 2nd ceniury B.C. to 

the 2nd century A.D. 

4. Kilaiyur: The Archaeologists unearthed a Buddhist 
Vihara, constructed by burnt brick«, a votive stupa, a rese- 
voir, a massive brick platform etc. in this site. 

5. Tirukkampuliyur (Trichy) A massive structure, pro 
bably a granary for the agrarians, consisting of two compart- 

ments with a verandah is excavated in this place. 

6. Kanchi1 The amphores for storing wine, the pote 
shells with Brakmi lctters, 15 Satavabana cuins, a 16-foo 

habiat on deposit etc are some of tha notewortby discoveries 

of this place. 

7. Tanjavur: Roman Pottery, coins etc. were unear 

thed here. 
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Duties on imports and exports were collected at the harbour (Pattinappalai). Government also levied extra taxes on certain occasions. Tax remission was also there if any un usual happenings occured. 

Currency : The exchange of thing among the various 1ands are referred to in the Sangam Literatures. The references about the us age of the coins may be studied from the gifts of the kings to the poets and the coins unearthed at Arikkamedu. 

Expenditure: A large share of the revenue was spent on 
the frequent wars. Another share was spent for the emolu 
ments. Dams were constructed across the river, forts were 
built and liberal gifts were given to the poet bards, actors 
and dancers. 

2. Sangam Age 

8. Social life 

Much authentic information on the social condition of 
the Sangam Age can be gathered from the Sangam Literatures- 
The following topics may be studied in this chapter. 

i) Five fold Physiographical divisions 
(ii The Caste system 

(il) Social life of the people 
(iv) Position of women 

(i) Five Physiographical divisions 

The people of the Sangam age led calm life according to 
their regular occupations. The people had different mod es of 
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their lands called Tinais. They are called Kurinji, Mullai, Marudam, Neithal and Palai. Hunters lived in the Kurinji region, shepherds in the Mullal, peasants in the Marudam, fishermen in the Neithal and hunters in the Palai region. Their habits and customs; professions and duties; beliefs and worship differred from one region to another; yet they were dependent in one way or other. A clear picture of each region may be studied here. 

in the Kurinji 

A clear picture of each 

. Kurinji: Hill and its surroundings were called Kurinji. The people who lived in those places were called hunters (Kuravar). The rich people among them were called Poruppan, Silampan, Verppan and Kodichchi. Their village was named as Sirukudi. It was also called as Kurichchi. Tiger, Yali. Ox, Elephant, Pig etc. were the anjmals; snake, crocodile etc , were also there; birds like Parrot, Pea-cock were closely connected with their life; Teak, Sandal-wood bamboo, Vengai etc., were some of the trees; Kurinji and Kandal flowers were known to them. They were familiar with bamboo rice, toddy, edible roots and honey. Spears, shjelds, bows and arrows etc.. were thier weapons. They played with the instruments like Kurinji-Yal (with Kurinji Pan). The God of this region was Murugan. 

were called 

2Mullai: Forest and its surroundings were ealled Mullai. lt was named after Jasmine. It was in between the two-Kurinji and Marutham. So the people were called idaj. 
var, The rich ciass people were called Kurumporai Nadan, Tonral, Manaivi and Kilathi. ldaiyar, Ayar, Aychchiyar etc.,, were the middle class p:ople. As thoy were cowherds, dome 
stication of aaimals like hen, sheep, cows, buffaloes etc., 
became common. Based on barter system they exchanged their milk-products for other kinds of food-stuff. Rice was 
their staple food. They were chief producers of fruits and 
crops like maize and millet. The places where they lived 

were called Padi, Cheri, Palli etc., Mullai yal was the musical 
instrument. Their chief deity was Tirumal. 

5 
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3. Marudam: Land and its surroundings were called 
Marudam. It derives its name after a flower of mistle tree. 
Agriculture was the chief occupation of the people. Ulavar, 
Kadaiyar, Ulathiyar, Kadaisiyar were the people lived in this 
region. Uran, Mahilnan, Kilathi, Manaivi, etc., were tha 
high class people. Paddy, the chief crop was cultivated in 
different varities such as Ponnel, Vennel and Chennel. 
ike jack fruit, plantain, sugar cane, palmyrah also grown. 
They also adopted the barter system--salt and sea-fish from 
the Paradavar; milk and milk-products from Ayar and the hill 
produce from the Kuravar. Animals like cow and buffaloes 
birds like stork; ffowers like lotus and trees like Vanchi and 
Kanchi were said to be found in their region. 
instruments were Marudayal and Kinai. They worshipped 
Indra, the rain God. 

Ulavar, 

Fruits 

Their musical 

4. Neydal: Sea and its surroundings were called Neythal. 
It derives its name after the flower of a plant tbat grew in the 
backwaters of the place. The high class people were called 
Cherpa, Pulamban, Parathi, Nulaichi. The middle class 
people were called Paratavar, Valavar, Nulaiyar, Alavar, 
Nulacbiyar and Alathiyar, Fishing was the chief occupation 
and the fishermen were known as Minavar. They exchanged 
fish and salt for other kinds of requirements. House with large 
godowns were built by them. They used to burn in the terracas 
through out the night which served as light houses. They 
took to liquor and toddy. Neydal yal, Vilariyal etc, were 
the instruments on which they played on. Flowers like Ney- 

dalpu, Talampu, Mundagapu were in this region. Their ha. 
bitation was called Pattinam or Pakkam. Kandal and Vendal 

were the flora and geese and lark were the fauns of this region. 

They worsbipped Varuna0, th> God of sea. 

5. Palai : Whenever nature fajled in any one of the 
Tinais it can be attributed to Palai. This region was inhabited 

by Maravar Eyinar, and Marathiyar. They took hunting and 

obbery. They hunted animals like deer. rabbit and porcupine. 

They ate the fesh and meat of the hunted animals They used 
to take to dy, the intoxicant, Highway robbery and warlare 

5. 
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were their occuptions. Vultures were the fauna of this region. 

Korravai was the chief Goddess worshipped by them. 

Thus the occupations of the p:ople became improved irom 

ishing to agriculture which in turn promoted the prosperity 
and happiness of the people. 

. The Caste System 
Vettuvar, Irular, Pallar etc. were the names found even 

in the early period of the Sangam As notic:d in the five 
Tinais, the people who lived in the five divisions of lands were 

called Kuravar in Kurinji, Ayar in Mullai, Ulavar in Maru- 
dam, Paradavar in Neydal and Maravar in Palai Among 

these divisions, there were lower and higher classes who were 

called in separate names. Inter-marriage systems though 

appeared to be in practice, was strongly opposed Vettuvar, 
Kanava, Eiyinar and Kuravar were hunters and cultivators 
in the mountains; Kovalars were cowherds; Ayar extracted 
ghee and Idaiyar reared sheep. They were aiso called 
Kon. The people of the Marudamn land Were called

Ulavars or Vellalars. Paratavar lived in th: coastal areas 

and Maravas in the Palai lands. The Maravas were war- 
like people. The Panar, Viraliyar, Porunar Kuttar Kuttiyar 
etc., were the artisan group The Tutiyar and Pulaiyar 
lived outside the village and perform:d funeral obsequies. 
Though it is stated that untouchable was not in practice 
there were low caste and upper caste which may be due 

o their professions. Brahmins occupied the highest status

in the later period. Ilisinan and Ifipirappalan were doing
the menial jobs like washing the taboo clothes, removing 

the skin of the animals and burning dead bodies. 

Fourfold Varnasrama was known to the Sangam people 

Tolkappiar says about Brahmanas, Kshatiyas, Vaisyas 

a nd Sutras. Brahmins were called Anthanar. In short 

the social division was geographical and horizontal and no 

hierarchical and ver tical." 
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I. Social life of the People 

1. Family life: The man was the head of the family. 
His duties were to earn wealth and to look after the lamily 
He gave the entire amount to his wife, and gave freedom to 
spend as she desired. Foster,mothers and foster fathers also 
lived in the family. Segregatjon of family after the marriage 
from their parents and leaving the wedded wife alone and 
moved to some other place were also there. 

2. Houses The Housing varied according to the 
region and occupation in which the people lived. It is said 
hat the houses were noted for their simplest kind in Kurinji 
and Neydal. Mullai and Marudam had houses built of mud 
and burnt bricks. Calves were found to be tied to pegs with 
1ong strings. The flooring of the houses was done with 
cowdung but sandal paste was used by the rich The less 
earned people built their houses, roofed with thatches of grass 
or the leaves of palm trees. The houses of the aristocratic 
classes had porticos and open terraces. Nedunalvadai describes 
a beautiful harem in the palace of Neduncheliyan. King and 

queen had a very luxurious bed rooms. The cots were made 

of ivory legs. Houses were painted with beautiful figures of 
deities, birds and animals; Gardens were maintained in front 
of the houses. Buildings with several storeys were found. 

3. Food: Rice formed the chief food of the people 
They used cold rice and par boiled rice. Maize and millets 
were also eaten. The people of Kurinji took Kadalai, Kallu 
etc. Jaggery mixed with tamarind called Tinpuli was taken. 
Poor people had to feed on green vegetables like beans and 

bitterguard. 
imes they took the fesh of elephants killed in the battle, 
Avurmulankilar speaks about the abundance of curd, milk 
and ghee whjch were commonly used. Mallar ate snalls; 
Kuravar took the porcupines and Fishermen ate the flesh of 
tortoise. Toddy was common among all people. 
extracted from palmyrah and sugarcane, was also proved to 
be their drinks. 

Panar ate the cheap varieties of fish and some- 

Jujce 
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