
3. . The . Plllavaa. 

10. Social and Economic 
condition 

Reclamation of lands was tbe special feature of the Palla-.a. 
period. Brahmios were invited and were given Brallma deya, 
rivers, tanks (Erl), channels etc. were constructed; and frri 
gation was impro.ved. ·~ Consequent to these attempts, a n um"'· 
her of villages came into existence. New professioas were­
created; Commerce was eloborated and so revenui of the sta tc,; 
was naturally strengthened. 

l. Va1nasrama I Tilt? kuram grant insists on four-fold, 
sections of the Society, Viz, Brahmanas. Ksbatriyas, Vaisya~ 
and Sutras. The Kasakudi plates in general . say that U11 
Pallavas rulers enforced the special rules of -all castes and.­
orders. 

2. Brahmanas : The Brahmins occupied the highest 
status. The Brabmins a class of learned poor people, were­
sustained by moderate gifts of ·land or cash from other 
classes particularly nobles and kings and as a rule commanded. 
respect of their neighbours by theii, social role a-s educators. 
mediators and peace. makers . 

3. The King : He was the head of the state and posses­
sed all powers. (See tbe topic administration) 

4. Position of Women: Women had much freedom. They 
enjoyed more privileges and rights. They owned property in" 
their o" n right. Poligamy was common especially among the 
royalty. For maintaining political pea(.e, they had matrimonial 
alliance with Rashtrakutas. The queens donated lands to the 
temple. Sati systetn was practised. Girls were gifted to tho-·: 
temples for doin·g temple services, Slavery was in practice. 
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Ornament, : Botb tho ladie1 and 101t1 wcte toad of oe-. 
aments. Kodippu, So-vippu, Todu. l{undalam, Makarakatai. 
Padagam etc., were ornam"nta of the royal family. Tot,alai 
was worn by the warriors. Women of this age used to get 

up~ very early in the morning in the month of Markali (~/,i,g 
cl![OJ cSfsa)Q)) for Pavai Nonbu. 

5. Castes and Professions : Landholding peasant wa1 
esteemed in society and generally commamded a high er status 

tban the artisan or tha merchant. At the bottom of the social 
scale we re the landless labourers. They led a Jife of semi­

slavery to those they served. Brahmanas, Vellalas, Potters, 

fishermen ~ Shepherds, bunters etc. were 1ome of the divi"' 

sions in the society. 

6. Marriages : The descriptions of Andal and Sundara-
. murtbi nayanar reveal the Aryanised type of marriages. As 

Andal has mentioned about 'Mao·gala Nan' ic may be assume4-
tbat Tali was in practice. Polygamy was also adoped. Prati­

loma and Anuloma marriage were also in vogue. 

7. Food , The references about Sennel, Vennel, Pol~ 

shed rice etc , were found in the incriptious. 

8. Vi ilage Life a The~village comprised dwelling houses 

a nd j house-sites Some with garden around them, streets 
bazaars, roadB and temples , besides cultivated wet and dry 

lands, held under various tenures by individuals and 

institutions like temples and Math as burning grounds.. The 

village common and pastures used by all villagers for 

thrashing grain, grazing cattle and so on; and tanks, 

wells, streams and other waterways. Population was 

relatively sparse and even the so called Brahman villages 
(Brabmadeyas) did not lock resident people of other castes 
and occupations in varying numbers. Shepherds looked 

after the goats and cows of the temples . Th~y gave milk, 
curd and ghee to the temple worbhip.. Streets were also 

named after their profession viz. Sun~ambukkarateru. Kottata 

teru, A grabara etc. 
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. . P.allavas 
1

enjoyed g.lorious ~.conomy. 'Ory }aijdS ' were 
·-bro~abt tinder cultivation, Lakes · and . c~nal s were ', e> 

widened for irrigational purpo,es. Brahm in s migrated -in 
1arge numbers from No~tb and they were donated lan4s 
resulting in recreation of many. villages, colonies and 
tempies. Since the Pallavas could not import commodities 
as in the' days of Saogam age, indigeneous products were 
manufactured in plenty • 

. Brahma .Deya !. 

Lands donated to brabmins are called_ Brahmadeya and 
lands dQnated to a single brahmin is called · Ehahoga Brahma • 
. daya. These · lands · were exempted .from tax . . These -lands 
were. not to be sold out. The place, where brahmins who 
.mastered~ four veda.s lived, was called : Caturvedt ___ mangalam 
and ·_Agrabaras like Udaya Chandra Mangalam, Dayamuga 
Mangalam, Pattathal Ma oga!am etc. were developed later on. 

Administration of Villages : · 

Village assembly was called Peru .Makkal and they were 
twenty in number. .They were divided into several boards 
Alumganathar ruied small villages and Uravaiyar ruled towns. 
Amit thaganatbar administered tempies, who r eceived all 
donations made to temples and helped the people 
dur ing drought. They played an important role in the 
village adqiinistration besides welcoming the great leaders of 
Saivism. 

The administration of small towns were excelfont , w ·aste 
lands, cultivable lands, bazaar steets and buri~l grqund s were 
measured accurately and their boundaries fixed . 1 Wells, 
'ponds, temples were common. The unassigned land was the 
common propety of the village. 
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Oevadanam : 

Villages consisting mostly of lands donated to tei:xiples 

. were called Devadanas, whose revenue were spent in temple 

services. Due to this system various dry lands were brought 

under cultivation resulting in the increase of agricultural 

products and Govt. . revenue. During drought.s temple• 

extended loans to the people and collected interest. The 

intereH varied from place to place. It was ev~n 30% in some 

places. 

Revenue : 
., 

The Revenue of the country came from various taxes. 

Inscriptions speak of land revenues and the following profes-

sional taxes : 

Ilamputchi was levied on toddy drawers ; 

Kusakkanam was levied on those who made pottei;y; 

Thiru mukakanam was levied to trans~it information 

Idaiputchi was levied on shepherds 

Tattukkijnam was levied on goldsmiths 

Visakkanam was paid for the vilfo.ge chief. 

Kattikanam was levied on blacksmith 

Ka) yanakkanam was given during marriage 

Paraikkanam was levied on washermen 

Pattigaikanam was levied on spinners 

Padamkalai was levied on spinners 

Thar agu was levied on mediators 

PuttJga Vilai was k vied on doth-sellers on Tbose who 

Ii ved in tents 

Tbarikkurai was levied on weavers 

Echoaru wasfgiven to tax.collectors 

Nedum Parai was paid to those who beat drums 

Sunga vari was the excise duty 

Manrupadu was levied in courts 
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Net-,ilai and Qharru, ari If.ere levied oa ttees wbictl p-ve 

toddJ. 

Sengodikanam and K.anntttu t anam were levidd on ·herbal 

plant1. 

Besides, tile datlea P'id by pdtty kloa• and articles 

confiscated during "artare were otbcr souret,s of retenue. 

Treasury : 

Treast1rr was in vogae during the p,1Uava period. It wa~ 

administered b7 offitials. There were iastance of bankruptcy. 

Bankruptcy was due to repeated wars of Pallavas with neigh­

bouring states. 

Central excheqt1ers were appointed to supervise the Adhy­

aksha f ~ the divisions of the country. Vialur inc;cription 

( 17 of l899J speaks of an official called Manikka ppandara 

Kappan b~ sides the head of the treasury. 

Professions : 

From various professional tax,~s lev:ied d:.1riag th~ Pallava 

reign, the various professions of the people may be kno ,Nn., 

Every village had spinners, weavers, pot-:nakers, carpenters, 

goldsmiths, mediators etc. Big shops so)d various commodi­

ties: 

Land Measure·ments : 

Lands of the entire kingdom were measured. Every 

village was measured aad a sketch was drawn. Land was 

· divided into Pay al and Adai. Toe income from Pay al was 

shared by land owners and cultivators whereas the Adai lands 

were crown lands, cultivated by farmers on lea~e. 

Only those lands other tb,an Brabmadeya lands were dona-• 

tcd. They were properly measured either by village officers 

or state offi.:ials. Stones and thornes marked the boundary. 

the donations were recorded in K 1na oJai or Arai olai, Uru­

vappalli plate describes clearly the measurcmenCs of lands. 



. 8-ver, 1aqd· w.a& fenced property. K.a1appal wat the atiac 
.fl! la9d c11Jt1,ated by two oxen at a stipulated time. Nlvar­
~ • • m was tb.e land meaa■remont taikoa by walking from a t lltl and coming lt!ick to that point at a particular time. Pat­
p • was tbo land .cevere~ by a 10a t which was tied to a. atiek .. 
· _adagam ref era to a bu of taad cKamba,arman inacrlptioaa 
··state tlaat U was 210 kulis) the X.uli was equal to ~ 1 sq. ft. l 

'It changes eyery now and ti.en. Ve1i was also yet auother 
·&Jstem of measurement,. Four-san Kol rod, Nalu san Kot, 
·Twelve San rod &ixteen san,od were other measurements. 

trrigations : 

Dry lands were brought uder eultivatio-tu wilb the help o f 

·l akes, canals, weUs etc. These water tanks were maintained 
·by Government, Village boards and some private people as 

·well. Lakes were called after the names of those who con­

·struced it or of those places or of the k'ings like. 

Rajathadagam, Tbenneri alias Tirayaneri, Mahendta 

·Tadagam, Chitramega Tadagam, Vairamega Tadagam, (In 

U-ttiramerur), Parameswara Ta9agam, Va\i Eri (Dug by Vali 

·Vadugan) Velleri, Thumban Eri tNorth Arcot) Kanaga Valli 
Tadagam (Near Vellore) Kaverippakkain (length is 5½ k .m . 

bail t by Thellarraeriotha Naridi Potharayan) Marudanadu Eri 

-(Near Vandiwash) 
These lakes dependad mainly on rains and river-waters. 

·Wells ; 

For drinking and irrigation purposes number of wells 
were constructed. Nalumulaikkeni or Marpidugu perunkiraru 
at Tbiruvellarai was completed during the rule of Dantivar­

'.man. This well is found in the form of a sw 1stika with a flight 

.of steps from each of the four sides. It is about ~7 square 

feet and is located outside the .enclosure of the PuDdarikaksba 

•Perumal temple. 

Method of Irrigation : 
Water from river wa,1 taken by means of various canals 

for irrigation, Vairame.ga ~Dal (Tricby) and perumbidt au · 
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canal (to bring Palar water from Kurcn to P.arameswar~ Jataka 
rPottd) were big canals from which small canals like Oa~apth\ 
Vaykkal (cana l) and Sridara Canal carried w~ter ( 1 ! and 17: 
of t 898), Water was taken from ·rivers through .. canal s to tbe. 
t~k~s and then to the adjoining fields. Tbe· branch canalai 
fro m tbe first main canal · was known as Kurangu ,:- Kai. or· 
f{Haikal or Odai. The water coming out separating the river 
banks due to flood, was known as Vellakkal (inundation. 
ca~_~ls ) which was quite c·onvenient and inexpensive. 
. ' . 

Kalingu refers to the sluice· and Tham bu refers to canal .. 
To measure tbe water taken from Fiver to lake, a wooden plank, 
was attached to the sluice~ Tank committee was created to 
maintain tanks, wells and canals·, The Village Sabha managed 
this co·mmitte. 

, . 

Crops: 
' -

Inscriptions of Pallavas mention paddy and rice, The Ila 
Nallu (for god) Sennel, Narnel (for irrigation) aqd Pattettu 
Kutthiya Pallava (poHshed rice) · etc. Permission from 
government has to be obtained to plant coconut trees and 
palm trees. But Brahmamadeya and Devadana villages were~­
exempted from taxation. 

Herbal P Ian ts : 

Government license sbould bo obtained to plant Senkodiv· • 
Karusaranganni (yellow and white) Mari Kollundu, Sengal unir 

IJ 

Nilorpalam etc. Taxes were levied to plant and selt these- · 
plants and the taxes were known as Senkodikanam, Kannittt1-
kanam and Kuva_laikanam. Marikollundu was imported from" 
China and planted. Information is available in regard to 
Thulasi pl.ant. Th~ cultivation of Ulli (veti ver) - tu veli 
is also ment!oned in the Velur Palayam plates. 

Weight and Measurement : 

We have already seen measurements like Kalapai, Nivar-- . 
thanam, Pattiga, Padagam, Veli, Sao etc. Nalikal , Uri~ 
lJUakk_u . were other m.easuremen_t$. Nalikal \yas variously 



E~ .\lP.tnic <;onditioq-:tbe Pallavas l37 

~•own 1\-aru nAli, : Natva nali and Pilla.ya naff etc. · Pidi •as· 
Ua·e , measurement to measure gbee and oil: Soda, liati, 
marakal, padaku, curuni, kadi and kalam were used to measure 
paddy; Kalanju and Manchadi were the weight t o measure 
gold. 12 Manchadis make one kalanj u. 

Committee for Drought (PanchavarJya Committee) 

Inscriptions speak of drought during the reign of Pallavas 
and drought relief measures undertak~n by the Government. 

A separate board for droughts was established to under~ 
take · drought . relief measures. T~is Board, collected and 
stored paddy from the villagers . and disti,ibuted them to the 
people during drought. The paddy thus collected was known 
as Panchavaratn. We don't. have any evide.nce. of Nandi­
varman III, Dandivarman and Nripatunga state that many 
tanks were · dug to avoid drought. This panchavaram wa1

S· 

mostly collected during the days of Nandivarman III. 

Monasteries and schools were induiged in the erad,ication 
of droughts. Periya Peranam speaks of the existence of 
twenty monasteries in the 7th century A. D. Hiuen-Tswang 
also speaks of the existence of Buddhist monasteries at . 
Kan chi. 

Inland Trade 

Brahmins participated mostly in impartin3 education. 
People of other castes indulged in different professions, like 
spinning, weavingf pot.making, grazing of cows and sheep, 
carpentry, mediation, wholesale business and ornaments 
making with tbe royal permission. They remitted a stipulated 
amount as tax to the Government. 

Every village had their shops and some inscriptions 
speak of the commercial activities of these shops. Commodi­
ties like oil, ghee, areca, sugar, coconut, vegetables , flower, . 
sandles, cloth etc. were sold. Sundarar who wrote poems on 
Tbirukkacbur temple, mentioJJed that the t~m_ple was surroun-
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. -~-4 by sbeps. B , s1dts, tbe inaortptlon f 011nd bl u ·1ap laot11a, 
Ponnnal temple of Xanelli i tates tbat Uoend& were lsaued 
"t0 the &bops. 

NJreign Trad·e 

Sansam iiterat•res -.1ate tbat MahabaUpuram was al.so a 
•IJarbour du.ring the san1am age. ibirumangaiyalwar stato.s 
tlJat this harbour was busily exporting to and importing ~rom 
North India and western countries . The famous ch1nese 
iraYCIJar Hiuen Tswaug siates that Mababalipuram was 
.a major port. Commodities might have been transported 
·from Kancbi to M,ahabalipuram in boats across big rivers 1 

Nagapattioam was also a remarkable port. Trade rela­
t Jonship with China and South East area was maintained. 
MarikkoJuntu was imported from China Narismhavarman II 
earned high regard from the king of China for having built 
.a Bnddhist temple for the traders. Thagoba inscription 
speaks of navigation ·with Siam during the reign of Nandivar , 
-ma 1-II. Nandika1a mbagani was all in praise of trade of 
the Pa Uavas. 

-Coins : 

Coins bearing the emblem of Nandbi and cwo ships are 
.available. Wheel, sangu, arrow, fish, swastik, umbrella, 
lion, h orse crab, tortoise etc. were found on the obverse 
of the coins. Coins were made of gold, silver and copper. 
The terms Sr1paran and' Srinidbi were f onnd in the coins 
llavlng Nandhi and Nandbi with fish. Description.; of coins 

. are found in the .Ltymns of DeYaram and incriptions. 
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Religious Condition 
,(.&latl NIO'felll--F0lds aAtl lee.ta of Sal'tism 

There was perfe,• religious harmony during the Sangam 
i\ge~ The 'ICalabhras espoused the cause of Jainism and there 

.. onwards evolved religious animosity in South India. 
Throughout the Pallava period religion had been a vas t 
·-experimentation with ul~imate problems. 

The Devaram Trio minimised the development of Jainism 
-:and Buddhism to a very low ebb and elevated the grace and 
-dignity of Saivsim to a higher- level~ Likewise the Alvars 
also made all efforts to spread for the growth Vaishnavism. 
TheyL advocated Self -purification ~hat was necessary for 
devotion to God, absolute suuender, irrepressible yearning 

· t'o attain Grace and unfathomable and unbounded love for 
_god's creation. 

1Shakti Movement : 

The Southern Saints converted their worship into a 
--devotional form of experience. The , period lasting the sixth 
.century to the ejgl}t .c.cntqry_ __ i~ ~al!ed ti!~. 'j2eiirui'" __ or Bhakti. 

---:Movement~ in which the Alwars and Nayanmars composed a 
;number of poems to propagate Vaishnavism and Savism. 
These compositions bear close resemblance in their style, 
.form, purport, motif, ideas and even in their ~se of words, 
,phrases and other expressio.ns, since the two wings of Bhaki 
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movement Vaishoavism and Saivism were contempotaty and 

co-operative .and had many close resemblances both as ba'liog 

their origin based on the Vedic.1 faiths and having their main 

objective of routing thei r common enemies Jainism and 

Buddh.ismt, . . , 
I 

The leaders of both the faith . clearly saw that tbe­

popularity of their doctrines inculcated by them depended 

on their at tracting adherents from ,ijll . ranks irre~pective of 

caste, creed and social status. Large concourses of people, 

under the leadership of one gifted saint went from place to 

J!_lace, chanting alJ along their way, visiting temples and 

offering their worship to the dei ty . Their joint recitation 

of the hymns brought a kind of simple chorus music in which 

any common man could join. The Religious revival was at· 

once a RenaissaQce of devo_ti0..n ~nd · w~at" •is :• _more, a Renais­

sance of Tamil poetry. 

Self suTrender~ : ____ ... , ... -

Chariya, Kriya, Yoga and Gnana are the four Mar gas to 

attain the lotus feet of Siva,: Appar approached . to God in 

Cha.riya or dasamarga: Sambandar approached in the K·riya or 

Satputra marga; . Sundar.a:, in the Yoga or Sakba marga.; a-nd 

Manikkavasakar in the Gnana or Sanmarga. 

While describing the Bbakti cult., Nalayira Divya Prapan~ 

dam narrates in the stages of devo tion. They are as follows, 

Sravanam ( hear), Cirtonam (sing); Smaranam (Chorish), Pada .. 

sevanam (Su bmit at feet 1, Archanam (adore). Vantanam 

(prostration ; . Dasyam (servant ), Sakhyam (be friend) and 

Almaniveyanam (tota i surrender) 

Nayanmars : 

Thirunavukkar~su and Sambandar were the contemporaries 

of Mahendravarma· l, the Pa1Java king and Mankaiyarkarasiya r 

th~ Queen of Kun Pandya. Sambandar carried on a vigorous 

propaganda condemning the J ains and Buddhists and uphold•· 

ing tbe saiva faitfl in bis· endless pregrinations. B Jth of them 
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h . · · e. 1la11avas 
ave tnent· 

~h toned .. . 
e Na yanar ln their Qy1:nn 14\ 

s Who r d !I .abou.t 
ive from 3rd n;tany of th 

Chand . to 7th centu . e nam~s of 
of his fatb. esar , Who attained s· • r.y A.o~ . 
Kan· er as he ki k iva s &race b . 
L· nappar 111,ho rem c . ed down the llli\k Y cutting the leg 

tnga afte r· . -OVed h-is ey -pot kept f 
Koch h r lllding bleeding . . es to insert the s ~r puja1 

• o enganan A • in its eyes; Sakk" arne tn_to the 
T1rnrnutar (.Th , rr1va1 Tayar A • _tYar, K.anampul\a 
'N e author f , marn1uyar M r , 

ayanars Who atta· d o Tfrumantiram:) uttinayanar, 

·dovotion toward S~ne the lotus feet of s· are some of the 
rh s 1va Th 1va by th • 
i Ymns of Manikk . . ey sang songs on s· e1r sincere 

~ f Sanskrit literat:vasakar express the Nayak:~Ntempl~s. The 
.re• 1 ayak1 bhava 

. . ~steles~ a1;1d__ C::ree9Jess • The . 
Sixty-three in numbe 1· -d . Nayanars Who are said t·o b 
Th r ive mainly . h e 
- ey belonged to all castes. Me . . in t e Pallava perio d~ 
.K.annappar was a h YPporul Nayanar was a k. . 
·T· . . unter; Chandesa tng , 

1run1Iakantar was a pott" . . . K . r was a Brahmana; 
. • er, ara1kkal Am • 

,va1sya: N and anar was a Pariah' A . ma1yar was a 

was Brahmana and Sakki;ar w~s apj:i:~as_VeUala, Sambandar 

Vaishnavism : 

The teachings of the Alwars became later the basis of 
Vaishnavite philosophy. 

Thiruma~gai Alwar wa~ a Kallat by caste. 2 Tiruma\isai 

· was brought up by a hunter: Tondaradippodi an d Periyalwar· 

• we re Brahmanas; Tiruppanalwar was an untouchable . 

·Periyalwar, Andal and Kulasekara Alwar etc. belonged 

to this pe·riod~ Nammalwar. -w.as a Vellala. His Tiruvoi­

moH has been called by Vedanta Desika as the Dra­

midopanishad. The Vaisbnavit~s regard his poems as 

the four Vedas in a Tamil form. 'The Alwars urged the 

1 , , ~6GT6ll>6?lf tnJDJbtfirr6ir ~6dr JJ>rrwl.b Gl~rrLLlf&ir 

If Qj) 6\) LI LILL ff 6ir Jfir6J 61l 5 ~ 60) 6U 6).150T f1J r, {g61f ' • 

2 " Jl>1flq..C86lJT 65? 15 rr rq.. ~rr65r di o()lff@ Q~rr6Ubr{g1...w 
. . ', 

Jti rr J rr UJ61JIT rr iT 6ITT 9B w J:611' UJI.S 
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tJlcre was one god, Yisbnu and that devotion is tile oaJy 
path 10 solvatlon, not aus·terltles. 

Persecution of tbe laias and ·the Buddhists : Sambandar't 

oncounter With tho 8'1lddhhts at Bodhimangai and the Jain.a at. 

M:adur,a put an end to tb.e domination of Jai·ns and Buddhist, 

ta tbe Tamil coun t,ry. 

I. At the ia·stigation of Sambandbar Niorasir Nedu.marant· 

the Pandya king, im,paled all the Jains in Madurai .. 

2. The religious persecution is also confirmed by a . 

panel inside the Vaikuntaperumal temple at Kanchi. 

3. Tondaradippodiyalwar condemns and considers It his­

day to chop off the heads of the Jains ,and Budd his ts.• 

4. Tirumangai Alvar plunde,ed the Buddha Vihara at. 

Nagai and melt the golden idol of Buddha and comp!eted the: 

work of the fourth prakara of tbe Srirangam temple: 

5. The houses of the Jains were demo.Jished and the:· 

lands we1e confiscated at Tirnvarur under the lc:adersbip of 

Tantiyadikal Nayanar. Jains conflict at Palayarai is also· 

another example. 

6. Nandivarman II also impaled a number of Jain 1. 

He · confiscated thier iands and distributed them to the~ 

Saivites and Vaishnavites. 

Human sacrifice was practised during the pallava period .. 

Some examples may be given from the1sculptures & Literature. 

l. Panel at Varahaman dapa at Mallai; 2. A man offering,.: 

his head to the Goddess in the Draupa.tbi Radha panel; 

3., Lower cave temple at Tircby {The devotee is keeping his , 

J Qru!l)JuQurr(J, qw6rJlJr r~fiOOTLrr ~,u§Jru ~1r«.i!iutf56ir 

Qurouutfl UJQJJ'diffl '1ulJ6i) auf'6lJC:~ (8prr1Utt, rr ajJ 

@f8u Qu6ll1 a; 56lD'-fl..f wr f.fJ ~ @~tMb ,-, 61D 6lJ 6'J>~ ~m1<J • 

.11ou■111 5~u,w a.AbTLrr u ~,,..,,untr ,,st L61Ttr<367r. .. 
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awod on his neck) , r emple at pullamaapl·, PeriyapurarflaD 
also narratea about the Bbalrava•a demand of a bo,•s fleth. 

Temple : The life of the people was started aro11adt 
Temple.. kings and nobles endowed lands, villages, lamps. 
etc. to the temple. The term Koil parivaram or Talai- part­
Yaram included all the servants of the temple. It depe11ded­
upon the wealth of the temple. So adequate provision -was, 
made for the temple worship. Archakas were a ppointed. 
K.anlkaiyars were also there._ The Siva temple at Kuram ba~ ' 
fifty four pariTarams 

Saivism ,.. : --~.---...__-
Saivism is not on1y the oldest but also the most peredo­

minent reilgious in Tamii~Nadu. The ancient Tamils worshipped<' 
a god called Kanthu (Aham V. 2~7 (a pillar). The antiquity 
of the worship of Sivalinga can be traced tot he 2nd cent ury · 
B.C. as the Lin_gas that are enshrined in Gudimalla m, Kalatbu,; 
and Kudimiyamalai. 

Sects of Saivism : 

The various s~~i_v_ite schools m.~J. ~e. brought under two-­
broad divisionsvi~. Rudra ~~~9.gfs. wh~ follow wild method✓-
and Saumya margas who follow the benign schools.· 

Pa~.:1:tit~tbam, Kapalik.am, -K.alamugam, Saktrun_ and 
Bh~frivam are Raudra schools ofSaiv1sm. The Saumya 
school or Suddha Sivas had eight divisions and each had their 
own philosophy. They are ( l) Aikyavada (2) Pashanavada.,. 
(.3) Bhedavada (4) Samavada (5) ·sankrantivada (6) Kavada 
(7) Parinamavada (8) Siddhartavada 

.f.~ ~!~m: 
The Pasupatam insists of Chariya, Kriya, Yoga and· 

Jnana. The Lak!!!j~-~--_pasupatbas belonged to -one of the 
important sects of Pasupatbas They mention J] _~_or 23,: 
jOCa_r~aiio~s of Siva it;i dfffore.nt ~ges. It:was a sect of~-~ -
catholicity suiting the tastes and capicities of different classes-.. 
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of people . . ; Admission to the- sect was opened married and 
unmarried ·people alike. They used to smear their bodies 
with ashes; and wear black dress. After bath they smear 
their bodies With ashes thrice and 1neditate Siva in the mor~ing 
and evening . 

Kabalam : The Kabalikas worshipped Kaba]i · form of 
't--~--.- - ·-- - -

Siva. They wear usually bones, take food ftom human 
skulls, drink . their wine· from -the skull of a brafimin and offer 
oblations of human flesh to the fire. 

Kalamukha!ll : The Kalamukha.s tak-e food in a s~ull 
besemear the whole body with ashes, eating the ashes, holding 
club placing vessel full of liquor and worshipping god as 
seated there in are the methods of wor_ship of th.e Kaia• 
mukhas. 

Virasaiv-ism : A militant form of Saivism was called " .• - ,.,, 

Virasaivism. The followers wear a small Linga deposited i11 
a reliquary generally suspended round the neck. 

Tantric Saivism : This system is characterised by the· 
worship-of ·sakthi . t .e. the female energy of Siv~. •. Yoga and 
Sects were nat ive to the worship of Siva Creation is possible 
.only wlth the help of ~akthi and without sakthi . he is· use­
less. These traditions later developed into the Tantric or 
Vamachata Saivism, The followers of this group adopted 
free and unrestricted use of !iquor~ meat and women. 

Vamam ! Body, soul and all are forms of Sakti. By r-:------
studying Varn~ . scripture and become one with sakti is. 
liberation. They are called Saktas. 

The Four forms of Saivism : 

Saivism was divided into f ouc forms during the time of 
Thirumular. They are Suddha Saivam, Asucld ha Saivam, 
Marg.a Saivam and Kadum Suddha Saivam, 
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Conclusion : 

Concept of Bhakti 

The Bhakti Movement established a casteless soicety. 

Sambandar, a Brahmin, respected Thirunavukkarasar•s learn­

ing and called him Father (Appar): Nilakandar, a Brah~in 

welcomed Tbirunitakflnta Yalpanar ~nd his wife who were 

panar by caste. He gave accommodation to them in the cent~aJ 

portion of bis t1otB~ and by the side of the sacrificial fire -pits 

Appudi Adigal, a vellala, was a devotee of Appar. He sat 

alongwith him; took food and also washed his feet. 

Siyanesa chettiyar came forward ~nd requested Sambandar . 

a_ Brabmin, to marry his daughter. undarar, a Siva Brah 1 

mana marrie·d Paravaiyar, a Rudra ghadika and Sangiliyar a 

vellala girl. Kotpuliyar, a vellala. requested Sundarar to 

marry his two daughters . 

These ar.e all only examples. U oder the banner of 

Bhakti, they slept together, w .i! k!d tog~th er, ate together 

and w bat not? 

3. The Pallavas 

Fine Arts 
(Architecture-Sculpture-Painting-Music-Dancing.Drama ) 

Contribution of the Pallavas to Arts and Architecture. 

. _The Art and_ architecture of the Pallavas form a very 

bnlhant chapter m the history of South Indian Art. 'Their 

productions provided the foundation of the Dravidian 
- - -- ------·- -- --------. --- ... -------~- -

The Art of the Pallava may be studied here under 

headings. 

I. Architecture 
Z. Sculpture 
3. Painting · 

10 

4. Music 
5. Dancing and 
6. Drama · 

style. 

the six 
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f. Architecture 
Archirectnre can broadly be divided in to t'ag_ara.,~ type, 

'Yesara tvpe and Dravidia_n l )'~pe .. 
~- _.,,,,...;;,,.r... . --

Maheodravarman introduce r.I a revolution ~rY change by 
Dravidian ax:chitecture. In the pre Mahendravarman -perIOd, 
thetemples w~re constructed with the help of the perish able 
materials. He carved out the temple s from the living rocks . 
Mahendravarinan say, it in hi, Mandagappattu rock-cut cave 
inscription, that he consructed the temples without using the 
perishable materials like bri::ks, timber. metal or mortar. 
He was a revolutionary in art, b:!cause, upto his period, 
stone was avoided for the construction of temples, since the 
sto ne is connected with bad omen 1 or used only for the 
4 eoeased persons. 

The Architecture of the Pallava pariod may broably be 
.Ii9ided into three divisions: 

I. Rock-cut caves 
l (a) Mahendravarman 

) (b) Narasimhavarman type. 

~. Monolithic Rathas 

3. Structural temples 
{ (a) Rajasimha type 

J (b) Nandivarman typ~:. 

1 . Rock cut-cave temples 

The Rock cut cave t emples are again classified into (a ) 
- Mabendravarman type and (bJ Narasimhavarman type. 

(a) Mahendrawarman type (u pto 6 30 A. D .) : Hs firs t 
phase, entirely rock-cut, co mprises moderate size pil lared 
balls with one or more cells cut into tile 'i back wall. The front 
fac ade has a · row of pil1ars and pila st .!r ~. Th e pillars are 
square at the base and top with octagonal (eight faced) 
middle section . The larger hall s had an inn er row of similar 
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piUa,s anu pilasters A heavy bra.cket provides the cfipitat Owarapalakas occupied an irttpt:,ttant position . There are t~n 
•sach excavations definitel y attributable to Ma:hdndravarman 
.and scattered over the entire region down to Trichy. 

(b) Narasimhavarman Group : The cave carved out by 
Narasimhavarman are found at Mamallapuram Thea~ caves 
,vary in dimensions b1.1t generally' 2.4' X 25' or 15' . The cel\an 
.are rectangular The pi\lars are the main feature of tbe 
,facade. ,~ 

The base of the pillar b{:comes a squatting lion or vyala 
-which under Rajasimba gave pla.ce to a prancing lion. T~e 
pillars are ornamental. The pillars have three parts-shaft 
,capital and bracket. Th~ Base of the shaft is squating Lion , 
seems to be bearing the entire pillar on its head•. Kalasa ., 
Tadi, Kumba, Padma and Pa\aka are th~ parts of the pilla~ 
-0ven the shaft. All the mandapas ppssess _kudu ~rches and 
niches with icons inside. Mahhasuramardini mandapa and 
'¥ araba mandapa bear very beautiful sculptures. 

2. Mono\.ithic Rathas ··:;) 

The monolithic Rathas in the same style as the· mandapas 
:are clearly copies of wooden structures. There are ten Rathas. 
Among the eight found of Mam1llai, the most famous five are 
icalled Pancha Pandava Rathas. The other three are G anesa 
.ratha, Pidari and Va\ayaukuttai. The Draupathi R atba is 
squar~ and Pyramidal. The roof appears to be a thatched 
{hut-shaped) and plain~ There are Dwarapalakis at th e 
,entrance . The image of Draupathi i3 on the back wall of the 
.Sanctum. The Ar jun a r atba and Draupathi ratba are on the 
safne platform . Alternativdy lion and elephant can be seen 
.at the bottom of the plinth as if bearing the entire shrin~s on 
their back , The Bhima ratha has a rectangtn lar Vimana wit\l 
a Sanctum in the centre and a circumambulatory path . The 
Db.armaraja Ratha h a thr -! e-storeyed Viman a with a_ garbha­
~raha in each storey . It is a best examp\~ of a chaitya. T.be 
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Sahadeva Ratha is an apsidal temple. The Pitari. Ratha has an. 

octagonal Sikara a,nd the Ganesa ratba has a xectangula _ 

V. .h ~ 
. 1mana, wit an ardha-mandapa in the front. 

3. Structural Temples; 

The structural, temples wete constructed -with tihe_ help of 

the dressed stone masonary. Again this. group falls into two. 

divisions the Rajasimba group (7C0-800) and the· .Na.ndivarmaa-, 

group ( 800-900). 

3. A. Rajasimha G·roup; 

(Features of this Group) 

( l) Multi-storeyed Vimana appears to be in descending: 

order like a chariot, ( 2) - On each end figures of Kalasa a;id) 

Lion are found. (3) Nich !s are found with· a similar type of 

Linga, found in the Sanctum, ( 4) , Figures of lion are found 

both on the outer and inner walls. of the temple. (5} They: 

arc standing on their hind legs with fierce look. (6) They:·• 

were made out of m:irter. (7) The figure· of Somaskanda is. 

found almost in all temples, With the a-bove mentioned 

features , the following temples are found. · 

· l. The sea shore temple 

2. Mukunta Nayanar temple 

3, Siva temple 
1 at Mamallai 

4. Talakirisvara te mple at Panamalai-

5. I(ailasanatha temple at Kan cµi 

6. Vaikunta Perumal temple at Kanchi 

The Sea.shore Temple : This is the earliest of th.e struct--­

ural temple found at Mamallai challenging its survival against 

nature's fury. The Vimana evolves a higher and more-· 

rhythmic tower . The three-storeyed Vimana had a Kalasae. 

The back side of the temple's Sanctum contain~ Aaanda, 

· Sayana Vishnu. 
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«:ailasanatha T-emple : 

The Kailasanatha Temples and Vaikuntaperumal temple 

are the -most P:erfectly ,integrated and matured examples of 
tlae style, equally noted for their sculptures. 

The Kaila-sanatha tempie is measured 124' x so• . Inside 
·tile Sanctum a huge Linga is found. 

The most important of the Group of Pallava structures is 

the Kailasanatha temples which is one of the most remarkable 

:a.rchitectural monuments, forming a complete series of re pres 

-sentations of the Principal 'legends in the Saivite mythology. 

The cells were originally occupied lay Lings, each with its 

separate name, and res presenting a different manifestatfon of 

·Siva. The Pallava Grantha inscription on face of ea ch, 

mention the names. The names represent either of the different 

Lingas or titles of the Kmg who executed the buildings. They 

are all Saivite appellations. 

The temple C-Omplex is compressed in a large, and smaller 

courtyard. The central shrine is surmounted by lofty 

pyramidal tower. . The entrance to the Central Vimana bas 

·been J from the east. A small separate ·shrine is found a t eacll 

-corner on each side of tbe large court, is ranged a continuous 

eries of cell!j. Each cell llss a small Tower and Sikhara over 

,-i t. Elephants and Bulls are placed alternatively on the well 

head between them . In front of the large central shrine-to 

the ~ast-is the Mabamandapa bas which one stood detached 

from the central group of shrines. 

The Vaikun taperumal Temple, otherwise known as 

iparames vara Vinnagaram was constructed by Nandivarman 11. 

:.Each of the three storeyed Vimana contains a Karbagraba 

with · standing, sitting and sleeping sculptures of 

Vishnu. 

Dr. A. Swaminathan, Thirumalai Tiruruavangal, ( l co no­

grapbhy of Vishnu , Yadavam, Dec, Jan, Feb- I 982. 
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Ill. B. Nandivarman· G'(Q,UP· 

· The originality of tt\e Pallava Arc bitecturc w~s slowly 
vanishing The Lingis. Dwarapa\, iilars etc. are 
d.iffer:ed from the earlirr group. [t h very difficul t to ide ntify: 
this group with th :;; ealry Chola temp les. Tne fo llowing arc 
tbe exa mp,1,es : 

I. Muktesvara te mple 
2. Matankesvar a temple 

Tripurantakesvara temple all at KanchK 

4. I rava,t ~svara temple 

5. Perumal temple at Kuram 
6~ Virattanesvara temple at Tiruttani 
7 Vadam3liisvara temple at Orakadam 
8 . Parasura.mesvara temple at Gudim.allam· 

Matangeswara Temple Kanchipuram : 

The plan is simply a small shrine with massive walls, and· 
entrance through a pillared porch on the west side. The side· 
lnd back walls of the porch and ~brine have a series of panels-­
on each. A bl a.ck stone Linga is found inside. the the shrine. 
The tower. wb'ich is hollow,- is found over the Linga; The· 
porch has four tiers of Pallava type each with a lion base. 

Viratt~t,1esvijra Temple at Tiruttani is an apsida~ temple 
like the Sahadeva ratha. Siva, Ganesa, Vishnu and Brahma. 

, ) . 

are ~ound here. This temple was constructed during the 
rule of Aparajita Perumal temple at Kuram was constructed. 
by Paramesvarman . 

~: : p.culpture 

Sculpture I Beautiful sculptures are found in the 
temples above noticed. The early Mahendravarman sculpture 
are tall; the figures have thick lips because of the nature of the 
stones, Monolithic animals like Bull, Lion. Elephant and{ 
tbe Monkey family · are at Mamallai. The battle scene of 
Mahisasuramardini anq ~be· Anand~~a yana of Vishnu; and1 
t·he Panel 4epi<;tin~ Arju~f s penaµc~ are r~markable. 
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At Mandagappattu, t ba dvarapalaka leans on ~ massivo 
cl ub-indlcatin g a Saiva terppJe The balbons pare of the clnb 
is unfinished; his feet ure left uncut as well . The Varab a 
roandapa has an elegant fa cade o f Vyasa-based pillars and 
pilaster s suppor ting a corn ic with 'Kudus and a r ow of 
min iatu re shrines. T be lo tus ro settes and lozenges of the 
mandapa- ceiling a re painted orange.red again st a pale green 
backgr i und. 

The composi tion of the Govardan a- Krishna relieC follow­
ing the shape, of the boulder, moves inward and up ward . 
swelling to its largest size is the centre, around the principa l 
group and ebbing out again at the opposite end Both en d 

sections consist of wild animals of the fores t, among which we 
notice griffin and sphinxes; they are all seeking refuge. The 
climatic sc_en_c is, of course, Krishoa lifting upmount G ov~r­
dhana in order to protect His friends, the milkmaids (gopis) 

Cowherds and their families and Cattle, from ~he wrath or 
Indira who is sending down storm and deluge. 

The adjoining pastoral scene is perhaps the loveliest 
section. A cow is iicking her calf while she is being milked, 
a gopi is carrying milk•-' pots and_ fodder; another with a child 
in one arm, salutes a flute. player. 

Isi0lated Rock Panel: ''Two Nagas are joyfully playing. 
with the water in the middlt of the stream; here a Brahmana 
goes back home with a large pot of water on one of his , 
shoulders; .... a number of ascetics are performing their 
penances; on . the other side of the river, a cat, wishing to• 
imitate those ascetics, takes up the same posture of penan'ce by 
lifting its whole body on its hind legs and its front paws 
above its head .... .. '' Kailasanatha temple has a number of 
dancing postures of Nataraja. The Vaikunta Perumal temple 
has labelled panels of sculptures purporting to trace the history 

· of the Pallava dynasty. 

III. Painting: Mahendravarman's tast j for the pain ­
ting is depicted through bis title • •9nitra~ar~ puli ''. He 
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was the author of a ' trea tise on paioUng' h also proved by 
Daksbia Chitra~ an inscription found at Mamaodur. I race 
of paintings on the roof of Kudimiyamalai, on the wat 
of the Kailasanatha Temple, Adivaraha cave and M:arnao dur 
,cave etc., are found. 

IV. Music: The rhythm and melody of the verses of 
the Devaram Trio and the Alwars melted the hearts of 
every one. Singing of Devaram was practised in the temples. 
Sri Vadya vidyadarh, Sankirnajathi etc , _are the titles of 
Mahendravarman. Ti¥ Kudmiyamalai iriscritption is arranged 
in seven sections;. each section has several sub sections 
Thirumaiyam is another mnsical note. Val, Kulal, Kinnari, 
Kokkari, Chachari, Vina, Takkai, Mulavam, Udukkai, 
Mattalam etc~. are the names of the musical instruments 
found in the ~evaram hymns. 

V. Dancing : The various poses of the Nataraja at" 
Kailasanatha temple speak their taste over Dance. Dancing 
girls were there in the temples (Later Period) Muktesvara 
temple itself had 24 dancing girts. 

VI. Drama : Ma hendravarman's Mattavilasaprakasana 
is a bea utiful social drama written in Sanskrit . Perunkatbai 
refers to the dramas in the following lines I 

Manikkavasakar I says, '' JbrrLcS?Jff>rrtib L611T50TtpJJrrtfC8uir6\J 

,, ~aq.;,~", Nammalvar says , '' ci /D~w rr wtTu..1<i c1n.. .~ tJjoG16?J1 cg!LJ' '. 

Dance groups aJso entertained the king in the court. A 

·i:·anel in the_ Vaikunta Peruo al Temple depicts this. 

- -- . -- - ------------------------------------------------- --- ---------------------~---- -- -- --- -- -······~ 
1 ''C:5auJ1ro Ji11L55 ®llfaic:i~r.h 6l..lQ!)Gl5QJT'' 

1

J611.J ~~cj JD(.!P UI QI.JIJ@) Ji~ Jbl1 L 5 U3 561Jbr@ti. 



PALLAVAS-ARCHiTECTURE 

! ! 
Group I 

Rock-cut caves 
Group II 

Monolithic Ratbas 

,t. 
Mahendravarman 

(upto 6~~0) 

l. Mandagapattu 
2. Palla varam 

J. 

3. Kuranganilmuttam 
4. Vallam 
5. Mamandur 
6. Mahendravadi 
7 Tiichy 
8. Dal a vanur 
9. Siyamangalam 

IO. Arankantanallur 

J, 
Narasimhavarman 
(630· 635) t 

I 
I 
I 
.i. 

1. Konerimandapam _ I. Dr.aupati 

2. Varahamandapam 2. Arjuna 

3 Ram&nuja mandapam .. 3. Bbima 
4 Adhivarahar mandapam 4. Dharmaraja 

5. Pulipputar mandapam 5. Sabadeva 

6. Mahisasuramardioi 6 Valayankuttai 

7. Mumrnurti mandapam 7. Pitari 
(all at Yiamallapuram) 8. Ganesa 

! 
Group III 

Structural temples 

.i. 
Rajasimha 
(700-800 

l. Sea-shore tempie 
2. Mukunta Nayanar 
3. Siva temple 

(all at Ma!Jai) 
4. Kailasanatha 

temple 
5. Vaikunta perumal 

(all at Kanchi) 

J. 

J. 
Nandivarman 
(800-900) 

I. Muttes vara temple 
2. Matankesvara 
3. Tripurantakeswara 

(all at Kanchi) 
4. Vadacnallisvara at 

Ora[adam 
5 Virattanesvara at 

Tiruttani 
6 Paramesvara 

temple at Gudimallam 
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